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MIAMI SHORES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

  A place of grace. 
           A place of hope. 
                     A place for everyone. 

May/June 2011  

“If ye have faith…, nothing 

shall be impossible to you.” 
Romans 1:17 

Mission Trips starting over the summer for adults and youth! 

Vacation Bible School: July 11-15 

Summer Worship Service will change to 10:00 am beginning on June 5th 
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2011 Mission Trips 
El Salvador and New Orleans 

El Salvador: June 17-23 
 This trip is in cooperation with Habitat for Humanity El Salvador.  There 
 will be a variety of community development jobs to do.  There is some
 thing for everyone.  The team coordinators are Patricia Gregory and  
 Dr. Sam.  If you are unable to travel, but would like to support those 
 going, you can donate to the Missions Scholarship Fund.  Your prayers 
 would  also be appreciated.  

New Orleans: June 20-27 
 This trip is in cooperation with Project Homecoming, which is a faith-
 based organization that focuses on helping people be able to return 
 home to New Orleans after the destruction of Hurricane Katrina. Much 
 like Habitat for Humanity, volunteers work together to help those in  
 desperate need. Pastor Danny is the head coordinator of this trip, so 
 please see him if you are interested. This trip is for all ages. 



From My Heart to Yours  
By: Dr. Sam                

As you walk from the parking lot into the church you see a mosaic tile wall.  It reads: 
 
 Miami Shores Presbyterian Church: 
 
  A Place of Grace. 
 
   A Place of Hope. 
 
    A Place for Everyone.   
 
This has been our mission and covenant to our community, members and guests for several years.   As 
your Senior Pastor I am proud that it has been the heart of MSPC for many years in the past.  I have 
seen many come to the church in my seven years here who have come,  and stayed,  because of your 
heart—the heart of a congregation that expressed a graceful heart,  a hopeful faith,  and that with words 
and deeds said,  there is “a place for everyone” here.  
 
That’s the kind of heart found in Jesus.    
 
My pastor’s column is religiously about the programs, issues, and happenings of the Miami Shores 
Presbyterian Church. It’s always about local things close to our church home. However, I must share a 
word with you about an action of the greater Presbyterian Church USA that you will surely read about in 
the Herald, Wall Street Journal, Time, etc.   A few days ago a majority of our 173 nationwide 
Presbyterian presbyteries voted to modify the Presbyterian Church USA Book of Order.   Previously, a 
strict interpretation of polity had prohibited the ordination of gay and lesbian clergy, elders and 
deacons.  Now, the Book of Order will state that those who are called to ordination as elders, deacons, 
and Ministers of Word and Sacrament are “to submit joyfully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all 
aspects of life”, and each session and presbytery will determine if a candidate’s life models submission 
to Jesus Christ as Lord in his or hers’ life. 
 
What does this mean for the greater church?   It means only that each church and each presbytery will 
decide on the suitability of candidates for ordination. One presbytery executive said regarding this 
change,  “Some will rejoice, and some will weep,  however” ,  he continued,  “as Presbyterians we believe 
that the only way we will find God’s will in the church is by seeking it together—worshipping, praying, 
thinking and serving along side one another.”    Presbyterians might not agree on all things…but they 
stick together for the sake of Christ.   I believe that after thirty years of debating this issue—one that has 
siphoned so much energy—the Presbyterian Church can now get back to the work of Christ:  spreading 
the gospel, ministering to the needy, and healing a broken world.  
 
What does this all mean for our Miami Shores Presbyterian Church?   I can say, I don’t believe it will 

make much difference here.    You see,  as a church we have always sought to be a 
place of grace, hope and a place for everyone.  In years past officers and staff  were 
chosen by God and affirmed by us simply because their Christian lives modeled the 
love and integrity of Jesus.  Their orientation was not the issue,  their faith and 
heart was always the issue.  For us, this will not be much of a change. 
 
Finally,  I’m very proud of the heart—the heart of Christ Jesus—that is present in 
our church.  This is the heartbeat and warmth that is drawing people to join in the 
celebration here!  It is the heart of Christ Jesus who makes this a place of hope, a 
place of grace, and a place for everyone. 
       
      Dr. Sam Rutland  
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Samantha Sardinia has been going to MSPC since she was a baby, when she was first bap-
tized and later confirmed in the church. She also went to the Miami Shores Presbyterian Pre-
school. Currently, she goes to Miami Country Day School and will be going to the University of 
Florida next year, where she plans to study business and English.  

Lia Ramjattan has been going to MSPC since 1996. She was confirmed in the 
church and went on the mission trip to Haiti in 2009. Currently, she goes to North 
Miami Senior High School in the Business and Finance Academy. She plans to 
go to Florida State University and complete her undergraduate in Accounting and 
then attend NYU for law school in hopes of becoming a corporate lawyer.  

Amber Toller has been going to MSPC for four years. She goes to Miami Beach 
Senior High School and will be going to Tuskegee University, where she plans to 
study biology.  

Tommy Hurst  has been going to MSPC since he was a young child as well as 
going to the Miami Shores Presbyterian Preschool and later being confirmed in the 
church.  He attends American Heritage School and will be going to Newberry Col-
lege in the Fall.   

Devon Zifferblatt went to the Miami Shores Presbyterian Preschool and also has been going to MSPC 
since he was a young child. He works on the sound for church, where he was confirmed and has also 
gone on a mission trip to New Orleans. He currently goes to Miami Country Day School and will be 
going to the University of Florida, where he plans  to study biomedical engineering.  

Keeler Watson has been a part of MSPC since he was a child. From going to the Mi-
ami Shores Presbyterian Preschool to going on trips and later being confirmed in the 
church. As of right now, Keeler goes to Miami Country Day School but will be going to 
the University of North Florida next year.  

Graduation Dates and Times: 
*Miami Country Day School: May 22 at 2:00 pm 

*North Miami Senior High School: June 7 at 7:00 pm 

*Miami Beach Senior High School: June 6 at 3:00 pm 

*American Heritage School: June 1 at 7:00 pm 
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Vacation Bible School  

  

Calling all children from 3 years old (as of September 

1st, 2010)  through graduating 3rd graders!  Our theme 
for Bible School this year is "Shake it Up Cafe, where 

kids carry on God's recipe."  We will be using recipes and 
being cooks this summer using Bible verses to guide us. 

Come to our Bible School for crafts, science activities, 
Bible stories, games, and snacks. We will learn while 

having fun with new and old friends from 9 am - noon 

from July 11-15.  The forms are in the church office on 
Monday through Fridays from 9:00 - 5:00. The cost is 

$25 for each child.  We would love to have your children 
join us.  If you would like to know more about the  

program please contact the church.   

  
There is a bulletin board by the water fountains with 

items that we will be using for Bible school.  There are 
snacks, craft supplies, or monetary donations that you  

may want to help with.  If you would like to volunteer 

to help call Bekky Leonard at the church at  
305-754-9541.  

  

Summer Worship Service 

Time Change!!! 

 

Beginning on June 5th, Worship Ser-
vice in the Sanctuary will change from 
11:00 am to 10:00 am for the Summer. 
There will be neither be Jesus Café nor 

Sunday School for the youth. Please 
keep this in mind as the summer ap-

proaches.  
 

See you at 10:00 on Sunday, June 5th! 
 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministries 
 

 

Six months ago the Prayer Shawl Ministry be-

gan with two members. We now have 18—13 

who knit and 5 who crochet. So far, 7 shawls 

have been distributed, and all of the recipients 

were grateful and appreciative to be remem-

bered. Anyone who is interested in joining our 

group, please contact either  

Martha Anne Collins (305) 758-2972 or  

Lucy Walker (305) 758-2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Generous donations for purchase of supplies 

have been received.  All donations and  

contributions are greatly appreciated.  Also, we 

will dedicate our prayer shawls on June 12th. 

Parents Morning Out 
 

PMO still has openings for the 

2011-2012 summer session and 

school year. Two sessions will be held this 

summer. The first session begins Tuesday, 

June 7 and ends Thursday, June 30. The  

second session begins Tuesday, July 5 and 

ends Thursday, July 28. The school year  

begins on Monday, August 29. 

 

If you are interested in registration info. for 

the Monday/Friday program or the Tuesday/

Wednesday/Thursday program for either 

summer or fall, please contact:  

 

Director Karen Boyd at 305-754-9541  

ext. 17 or kcbfsu@gmail.com.  

 

Children 18 months through 3 years of age 

by September 1st are welcome to attend. 

The hours of Parents Morning Out (PMO) are 

9-12. The two and three day program are 

limited to 30 students. Registration is first 

come, first serve. 
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~Habitat for Miami~  

MSPC volunteers celebrate a job well done on Saturday April 9, 

2011.  Mr ?’s home was primed and painted Carolina Blue all in 
one day. 
Pictured from Left to Right are: Habitat homeowner, Francis 
Jacob, Kim Jordan, Rick Chilcoat, Avery Watson, Thom Timko, 

Jenna Lilly, Matthew Collado, Pastor Danny Loffredo, Mr. ?, 

Rushan Muncuff, and our fearless Americorps leader Jenny. 

Avery Watson and Jenna Lilly painting a                                 

home in Liberty City “Carolina Blue” 

17 volunteers from MSPC helped paint and construct three 
different homes on Saturday April 9, 2011 during Habitat for 
Humanity of Miami’s Liberty City Blitz Build.  This was MSPC’s 
largest volunteer turnout for a Habitat Workday to date.  

One group of 10 volunteers primed and painted Mr. Ike Hester’s entire home in one day!  See the pictures below.  Mr. Hester wanted 
his house painted “Carolina Blue” in honor of his home state of North Carolina.  Ironically, our AmeriCorps leader Nicole is a recent NC 
State graduate.  UNC (Carolina Blue) and NC State are arch rivals.  Nicole was a good sport and lead us in painting Mr. Hester’s 
house the color of her arch rival UNC. 

MSPC also had groups of four volunteers and three volunteers painting two other 
homes during our Habitat Workday.  We were very blessed to have such a wonderful 
turnout for the workday and were very thankful that we could serve so many families in 
need.  Please mark your calendars for our upcoming MSPC Habitat for Humanity Work-
day on Saturday July 16th.  I promise to request that Habitat give us work INSIDE the 
homes in July J. 
  
Lastly, every year MSPC contributes to “The Faith House.”  Each Habitat Home takes 
approximately $50,000 to construct from start-to-finish.  This amount is usually too ex-
pensive for one church to sponsor a Habitat Home by themselves.  The Faith House is 
an inter-denominational venture where local churches from all over Miami combine their 
donations to bless a family in need.  This year MSPC donated $1500 to the Faith 
House and was one of it’s 23 sponsors.  Pictured below are Maxem Antenor and 
Venise Louis with Habitat Miami CEO Mario Artecona and Habitat Faith Relations Coor-
dinator Joseph McDaniels.  Mr. Antenor and Mrs. Louis are married and are the 2011 
Faith House recipients. 

Marem Antenor and Venise Louis with Habitat for Humanity 

Miami CEO Mario Artecona and Habitat Faith Relations  
Coordinator Joseph McDaniels 



The Light Page 7 

 

 

 

 

 

Mimi Kinkead 5/1 

Leanne Sarkisian 5/2 

Holly Felice 5/2 

Ruby Stobs 5/3 

Regina Blunker 5/3 

Mary Johnson 5/3 

Herta Holly 5/5 

Sharon Steinmeyer 5/5 

Devon Zifferblatt 5/5 

Ann Smith 5/6 

Marilyn Bass 5/7 

Maria  Sahwell          5/7 

Andrew Veghte 5/7 

William Bynum 5/9 

Kim Jordan 5/9 

Pierre Johnson 5/10 

Robert Bourne 5/12 

Brenda Holsing 5/13 

Monique Moyer 5/14 

Peter Koste 5/15 

Richard Piper 5/19 

Ketley Alcindor 5/19 

Lucille G. Horton 5/20 

Donald Stobs Jr 5/20 

Shirley Davis 5/20 

James Byrd 5/20 

Drew Dillworth 5/20 

Marianna Hynson-

Maximiano 5/20 

Garrett Riley 5/20 

June True 5/21 

William Nelson 5/21 

Warren Sparks 5/22 

Carol Stanfill 5/22 

Valeria Contreras 5/22 

Amy Leonard 5/24 

Stuart Engstrom 5/24 

Karen Dillworth 5/27 

Brittany Sarkisian 5/27 

Jean Haisch 5/28 

Ellen Tedder 5/29 

Gayle Pumo  5/29 

Carolyne Cadwallader 5/30 

Sarah Beckett-Brown  5/30 

Debbie Mitchell  5/30 

James Gregory  5/31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Chambers 6/1 

James Halliday 6/1 

Yvonne Moyer 6/2 

Ray Riley 6/2 

Janelle Riley 6/3 

Edgar Mickler Jr. 6/4 

Courtney Sherman    6/4 

Thomas Leonard 6/6 

Theresa Bloom 6/8 

Diana Middleton 6/8 

Louise Frazey 6/10 

Zivana Koste 6/12 

Diana Wright 6/12 

James Stobs  6/12 

Harry Zifferblatt 6/13 

Anthony Collado 6/13 

Lorrie Wiborg 6/15 

Sheryl Piper 6/16 

Robert Rose Jr. 6/16 

Rebecca Johnson 6/18 

Jennifer Treco-Sage 6/19 

Christian Dreyfuss 6/19 

Elizabeth Binai 6/20 

Lane Middleton  6/20 

Douglas Bischoff 6/21 

Avery Watson 6/21 

Martha Harrington 6/22 

Nelly Anderson 6/22 

Shellie Fulford 6/23 

Eric Knowles 6/23 

Shirley Harris 6/25 

Marja-Leena Larsson 6/25 

Miller Jackson 6/26 

 

Doris Dalrymple  6/27 

Madge Reinertson  6/27 

Adam Petrillo  6/27 

Marie Morgenthaler  6/29 

Christiana Coleman  6/29 

Margaret Banick  6/30 

 



The Light Page 8 

A Successful Mission Weekend 

Bill Tenney, Chair 

 Missions Committee 

 Every two years, MSPC has a Mission Weekend.  The purpose is to show our support of 

missions and missionaries, especially those with whom we have a relationship. 

 Our Mission Weekend this year was March 4, 5, and 6.  We began with three covered dish 

dinners, hosted a light lunch on Saturday afternoon, had three more covered dish dinners on Satur-

day night, and experienced a missions-oriented worship service on Sunday morning, and also at 

Jesus Café Sunday night.  One of the missionaries spoke at Central PC Sunday morning, and at a 

luncheon. Central in Kendall is a partner in our Haiti Project, and representatives attended our 

events. 

  Dr. Sam invited local pastors to the luncheon in our presbytery, and members of their con-

gregations who had a special interest in missions.  Attendees included Rev. Van Lahmeyer of Mi-

ami Springs PC and Rev. Jonas Georges of All Nations PC in North Miami Beach. 

 The missionaries who visited with us and spoke at the different events were as follows: 

Kendal Stewart, Habitat for Humanity, El Salvador; Enrique Sanchez, Myers Park PC, Charlotte, 

NC and liaison to Habitat El Salvador; Jenny Reitz, House of Hope, Port du Paix, Haiti; Christian 

Askelon, Fort Pierce, FL and commissioned to go to Egypt with his wife and children this summer; 

and Hunter Farrell, Director of World Missions for the Presbyterian Church (USA) in Louisville, 

KY. 

 Kendal introduced us to a new idea when holding hands in prayer or Christian Fellowship.  

Let one hand be up, and the other down.  This symbolizes that in mission work we both give and 

receive.  Hunter had an interesting insight for us.  Once, when preaching two services, he felt that 

his sermon in the first service was outstanding.  In the second service, he thought that he was tenta-

tive and stumbling.  After, he was approached by a person who wanted to make a sizeable gift to 

missions.  ñThank you,ò Hunter said. ñDid you attend the first service?ò ñNo,ò the person replied. 

ñThe second.ò 

 I am happy to report that a $1,500.00 gift from the Haiti Earthquake Fund was given to 

Jenny for the House of Hope.  Also, several church members have expressed a desire to support 

Christian and his wife in Egypt in the amount of $3,000.00 per year.  Finally, the Lenten Offering is 

going to the people in Getsemani, El Salvador to help them buy land, and qualify for a Habitat for 

Humanity house.  Thank you all for your generosity. 
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 MSPC New Members 
 

 

Miami Shores Presbyterian Church is happy to welcome four new members. We 

are blessed that they have chosen MSPC as their church home and look forward 
to their talents enriching the churchôs many missions.  

Rebecca Bradley & Christian Dreyfuss—
Rebecca and Christian are engaged to be 
married. Rebecca is a buyer soon to start a 
position with Travel Traders, LLC. Chris is in 
Sales at Plasco ID. His interests are golf, 
exercise, yoga and travel. 

William Davis, Jr.—Bill affirms his 
Presbyterian background by joining 
MSPC. His family includes wife 
Tanya, and children, Will and 
Mackenzie. Bill works in sales. His 
interests include golf. 

Anthony Flournoy—Anthony came to MSPC as 
a baritone soloist for the choir. He was formerly 
affiliated with the Washington National Cathedral 
(D.C.).  His interests include music, antiques,  
tennis, baseball and football. 
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Pan Americana Presbyterian Church 

 

 I was very touched when Bill and Nora Tenney shared with the 

Missions Committee of their invitation and visit to the little church 

school at Pan Americana Presbyterian Church in Allapattah.  They told 

us that Rev. Aida Diego, Moderating Pastor, was giving her services 

to the church and preaching every Sunday.  They told of the dedi-

cated people who are teaching the children and the needs of this poor 

 My first thoughts were that of the 46 little children in a tiny pre-school in a very de-

pressed area.  Having worked for many years as a psychologist/therapist with persons with 

disabilities and drug addiction, I know first hand the devastation on families, especially the 

children.   I served clients in this particular area and know that it is very difficult to escape the 

vicious cycle of drugs and crime. 

 

 I was drawn to volunteer to help take items in our warehouse that were not being used 

and much needed for the school and the children.  Jim Gregory with his truck met Bill, Nora 

and me at the warehouse to gather toys, clothes, and books to take to the school, 796 NW 

29th Street.  The items were gratefully received by Jose Luis Wagener, who is an Elder of the 

church and with his wife, Co-Director, of the school. 

 

 I was given a tour of the school.  The little ones were absolutely beautiful.  The class-

rooms I visited were immaculate.  I was impressed with the love and individual attention the 

children received.  Each child is tracked daily.  The staff is well aware of the gross neglect of 

these children once they leave the school. The school serves the children dinner before they 

go home because they may not eat again until breakfast the next morning at the school.  Also, 

the school sends clean diapers home at the end of the day in order that the children will have 

clean ones when they come to school the next morning. 

 

 Many of us can not go on foreign mission trips to serve those in need.  We have a local 

opportunity to serve a Presbyterian Church with a wonderful program here in Miami.  Their 

need is equally great.  Recently they had a burglary with everything of value stolen.  They 

can’t afford a burglar alarm and can’t get insurance until they have one. 

 

 Upon receiving the truck load of items we delivered, Rev. Diego sent an e-mail to Dr. 

Sam and expressed her appreciation.  She is so glad that a sister church is taking an interest 

in and actively helping.  This has lifted the spirit of the church members and the teachers. 

 

 I encourage you to become involved and visit the church and school.  We at MSPC are 

so blessed.  It is a blessing to be able to help those in our community. 
 

 

Shirley Sandberg  

     Missions Committee Member 
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Updates and Upcoming Events: 
 

May 
 

The Clothing Drive on May 9, 2011 went 

very well. Thank you to all who donated 

clothing—15 large bags, 5 large boxes, 

plus 40 items on hangers were given to 

agencies that help those in need. 

 

     June  

 

The congregation is invited to Presbyte-

rian Women’s Birthday Party Picnic on 

Sunday, June 5th immediately following 

the Summer worship service. 

 

Bakers– Bring your best cake or pie and 

enter the bake-off contest 

 

Menu– Hot dogs, beans, chips, and drinks 

 

Tickets- $2.00 if purchased in advance, 

and $3.00 if purchased at door 

 

See you June 5th! 

 

2011  

 
 

 
 

 

            May 
 

Thurs. May 12: MCDS Awards Ceremony 

 6:30 pm-Sanctuary 

 

Fri. May 13, Sat. May 14, Sun. May 15:  

 Confirmation Retreat– Naples, FL 

          Sunday School Teacher Appreciation 

 

Sun. May 15: MSPC Recognition of 

 Sunday School Teachers 

 4:30-Homeless Feeding-meet at MSPC 

 

Sat. May 21: MCDS Baccalaureate Ceremony 

 4:00 pm-Sanctuary   

 

Sun. May 22: Sanctuary Tour (immediately 

 after 11:00 worship service 

 

Wed. May 25: Last day of MSPC Preschool 

 
June 

 
Wed. June 1:  Last day of MSPC Elementary 

           School 

 
Sun. June 5: Summer Worship Service 

          Confirmation Sunday 

 10:00 am-Sanctuary (The Chapel,  

 Sanctu ary and Jesus Café service join 

 together for one service)  

 

Tues. June 7:  PMO-First summer session  

            begins 

 

Sun. June 12:  Dedication of New Prayer 

 Shawls/Recognition of MSPC High 

 School Graduates 

 

Fri. June 17-Thurs. June 23: Mission Trip- 

 El Salvador 

  

Sun. June 19: Father’s Day Service 

 10:00 am-Sanctuary 
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Coming Events 

 

  8:45 am Early Worship Service 

10:00 am Sunday School (all ages)  
11:00 am Sanctuary Worship Service 

  5:00 pm Jesus Café (every Sunday)   

El Salvador and New Orleans: 

 

 

El Salvador: June 17-23 

 Working with Habitat for Humanity. Contact 

 Bill Tenney or Dr. Sam if you are interested. 

 

New Orleans: June 20-27 

 Working with Project Homecoming. Contact 

 Pastor Danny if you are interested. 

July 11-15 
 

Meet in Fellowship Hall! 
 

Learn about the Bible in a 
new fun and exciting way! 

         Summer Worship Service  

                begins June 5 
                   10:00 am  

                  in Sanctuary 
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 Come Worship With Us On Sunday Mornings And Evenings: 


