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GIVING BACK TO GOD THROUGH MSPC 
Stewardship Sunday November 14, 2010 

 

ñFreely you have received, freely giveò  Mathew 10:8 

 

November 14 is Stewardship Commitment Sunday.  That is the 

day we make our annual financial commitment to our church.  

 

Our church gives to all of us in many ways.  We are inspired to 

walk closer to Christ in worship every Sunday.  Our church  

ministers to our sick, bereaved, and needy.  Both local  

ministries and international ministries are supported by our 

church.  Our church ministers to the entire family and every  

age group.  

 

The church needs our financial support in order to carry on 

these ministries both now and in the future.  It is very  

important that you be in church on Sunday, November 14,to 

show your support of the church and its ministry.  

 

At the conclusion of the worship service each individual and/or 

family unit will be given a pledge card.  You will be asked to 

complete the pledge card at that time, and be given the  

opportunity to place your card on the altar, making your  

personal commitment to God.  

 

Please make every effort to be in church that Sunday.  And 

please be praying about how you will give back to God through 

MSPC.  God has freely given us all that we have.  He has given 

us life itself, and the promise of eternal life.  Please freely give 

back to Him.  

 

Christ is counting on YOU to help continue the important  

ministries of this church.  

 

Yours in Christ,  

Craig Swanson  

2010 Stewardship Chairperson  

The  54th Annual  

Living Nativity  
December 10th & 11th  Friday 

& Saturday  

7:30 PM ï9:30 PM  

Set up: December 8th, 8:00 PM  

 

On December 10th and 11th MSPC 

members and friends will bring to 

life the birth of Jesus Christ and 

the story of the nativity.  

 

You are invited to experience this 

moving drama, and to bring 

friends and neighbors.  You are  

encouraged to become a part of 

the presentation for either one 

evening or both evenings.  This is 

a great time to meet new friends, 

embrace old friends, and join what 

is one of the most joyous events 

of the church.  

 

Sign up for the 54th Annual Living 

Nativity beginning on November 

7th at all services.  

 

Also, co -Chair Debbie & Peggy 

Rose are seeking new members to 

join the Living Nativity Committee 

if you are interested in helping 

plan the 2010 Nativity please call 

the church office (305) 754 -9541, 

or e -mail Peggy or Debbie 

(ngcdeborah@aol.com  

mspegster@aol.com)  

 

Setup ðDecember 8th at 8:00 AM  

Presentation ðDecember  

10th & 11th, 7:30PM -9:30PM   

  

 



 

A message from Dr. Sam...  
                     ñIn days to come the mountain of the Lordôs house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains.... 

          all the nations shall stream to it. Many will come up and say; 

                           ñCome, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

                              To the house of the God of Jacobò    Isaiah 2:2,3a 

 

One of the joys of living in the Miami area is the awareness of many nations living very near.  Miami is 

a magnet that draws from around the world, bringing many diverse cultures to places like the Miami Shores 

Presbyterian Church.  I tell people that when you come to this church you get a preview  of heaven that few ever 

see this side of eternity.. That is the joy of Miami. 

 

In Isaiah 2  the prophet is speaking and preaching a dream.  It is a deep-sleep, REM dream: ñall the 

nations streamingò to the highest of mountains.  ñMany peoples shall come and say, óLet us go up to the house 

of God of Jacobô.ò  Isaiahôs dream is in the future.  Itôs a vision of the Second Coming.  Or is it? 

 

Iôm pretty sure itôs also a  picture of what is occurring here and now.  Itôs what God is doing at MSPC 

2010. 

 

When you look at our congregation on Sundays,  when you look at the pictures of this issue of the 

Light,   youôll see ñall the nationsò coming to the mountain of the Lordôs house at MSPC. That is the joy we 

have as Christians living  here and now.  We are a glimpse of Godôs heaven to those who are looking for faith 

that is authentic, faithful and inviting.  We are  ñA place of grace, a place of hope, a place for everyoneò kind of 

church. I think weôre the kind of Lordôs house Isaiah saw in his dreams.  

 

Well, O.K. ...that might be laying it on a bit  thick!  But , Iôm bragging about you, and preachers are 

allowed a little grace to brag a bit about their members. Look inside this edition of the Light and see all the ways 

MSPC folk are working, serving and worshiping together. Isaiah would be proud.  

 

Finally,  I want to high light one new ministry and underscore another long-term one.  ñThe Prayer 

Shawl Ministryò is a new effort led by several of our women (Lucy Walker and Martha Anne Collins to name 

but two).  Using the gift of knitting, our women have begun making warm and comforting shawls to give to 

persons recovering from illness, surgery, grief and childbirth. Bathed in prayer, and fashioned with love, these 

shawls will bring lasting comfort.  If youôd like to know more about this, or would like to knit for this effort, see 

the enclosed information. 

 

Finally, it is time to begin preparation for the Fifty-fourth presentation of The Living Nativity.  Talk 

about something where ñall the nations stream to it!ò  The nativity is THIS!  We need many hands to make light 

work, and many crew and performers to make this another success. So, help our Directors, Debbie and Peggy 

Rose by signing up early.  It helps them sleep better...and we all want that. 

 

Iôll see you , ñall the nations...many (MSPC)  peoplesò in worship this Sunday!       

 

Peacefully proud,  

Dr. Sam 

 

The Light Page 3  



Page 4   The Light  

November 6, 
2010  

What:  MSPC Habitat for Humanity Work -Day  

When:  Saturday November 6, 2010    

Where do we meet?:  MSPC Parking Lot  

at 7 a.m. sharp    

Time:  7 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Who:  Anyone 16 -and -up  

Service Hours:  A minimum of 8 community service 

hours will be given per person.  

RSVP:  Pastor Danny at 305 -754 -9541 or  

dloffredo@mspc.net  

 
What is Habitat for Humanity?  

 

   Habitat for Humanity is a Christian organization 

founded upon the vision of its founder who prayed, 

ñLord no more shacks!ò Volunteers work alongside fu-

ture first - time homeowners to build low cost,  

dependable homes.  Join us to make a difference in 

Godôs kingdom on earth? 

 

    Dr. Sam  

Join us for our next work day!  Committee Chairs 
To better facilitate communication 

within our Church we are publishing 
the list of  

committee chairs for you to contact.   
  

Budget, Finance, Stewardship:  

John Schmidt  
sybarite11@aol.com  

Christian Education & Youth:  
Bruce Frazey  

fratsey@yahoo.com  

Communications:  
Wally Rodriguez  

wrodriguez@upstairsefx.com  

Debbie Rose  
ngcdeborah@aol.com  

Congregational Fellowship:  

Mayra Movla  
mmovla@aol.com   

 Ken Ramberan  
Evangelism/Lay Ministries:  

David Anderson  
dfanderson@att.net  

Missions:  
Bill Tenney  

wdtenney@bellsouth.net  

Music & Cultural Arts:  

Nilsa Bell  
 nilsa@brionbell.com  

Operations:  

Gordon Moyer  
gsmoyer@aol.com  

Pastoral Care:  

Jeff Watson  
jwatsonsoc@aol.com  

Personnel & Policy:  

Carol Elkins -Benson    
carol_m_elkins@earthlink.net  

Schools Committee:  

Carol Stanfil  
stanfilc@bellsouth.net  

Worship Committee:  
Bill Bynum  

BandBBynum@comcast.net  

Business Office  
finance@mspc.net  

 

mailto:dloffredo@mspc.net
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
Begins at MSPC  

   What is a prayer Shawl?  
 
A Prayer Shawl is a shawl that is lovingly 

and prayerfully hand knit or crocheted  

out of a soft, comforting yarn, and wrapped 

around the shoulders of someone who  

needs the sort of comfort that only the  

love and generosity of a caring friend  

can provide.  Shawls are symbolic of the  

comforting, loving God we know. This is  

the God who wraps His arms of comfort  

around us all.  They become tangible  

symbols of love when words canôt be  

found to adequately express oneôs feelings.   

 

To that end, we are looking for people who 

knit or crochet to join the Prayer Shawl  

Ministry here at Miami Shores Presbyterian 

church.  If you would like to join this group, 

please call either Martha Anne Collins  

305 -758 -2972 or Lucy Walker 305 -758 -2026  

 

 

 
 

Cancer Awareness Luncheon  
Nov. 6   

Guest Speaker: Mimi Rutland  

Presbyterian Women invite all women to join 

us in a luncheon November 6, 2010 at noon in 

Fellowship Hall.  We are celebrating Life and 

Cancer Awareness.  Our speaker will be Mimi 

Rutland.  If you are a cancer survivor or have 

been touched by Cancer in any way, come  

and celebrate Life with us.  A portion of the  

luncheon cost, $15.00, will be going to cancer 

research.  Tickets are on sale in the breezeway 

after Sunday services.  Paid reservations will 

be accepted only, there will be no paying at 

the door.  Hope to see you there!  

      Soft Doll Ministry      

WANTED:   Colorful cotton fabric  

     (remnants are good).    

When next seen, your fabric will be turned 

into turtles, cats, dogs, bunnies, ducks,  

yo -yo dolls and more, all by the talented  

volunteers who meet each Wednesday  

morning.   Left -over rick rack also  

welcome.  All sewn items are donated to needy 

children at Christmas - time by the Wednesday 

Morning Soft Dolls Ministry.  

   

Bring fabric/rick rack to church office or  

directly to Wednesday morning workshop in  

room 135,  Volunteers always welcome  

GROUP EXCURSION -  Tuesday,  
November 23  

  
Tour the Culinary Arts Facility at FIU North  

Campus School of Hospitality, followed by 3 

course luncheon, all designed, executed and 

served by enthusiastic culinary students in the 

Cafe du Monde.      Menu:  appetizer, choice  

between two entrees of the day, dessert course, 

beverage.  

  

Cost:   $18 all inclusive.     

Advance payment required.  

Dress code:   Sunday best.  

Space limited to first 20 people who register with 

Diane Butler (305 751 -0622) prior to  

Nov. 12. Car pools leaves church parking lot at 

11:00 AM sharp.  

http://images.fanpop.com/images/image_uploads/The-Pink-Ribbon-breast-cancer-awareness-372389_792_1056.jpg


You are Invited to sing in the  
CHRISTMAS CHOIR  

Come sing with the Christmas Choir, our  

Cantata is "Song of Emmanuel". If you don't 

have time to commit to the regular choir, 

come to Rehearsal on Wednesday nights  

at 8:15 from now until Dec. 15. We will   

perform the Cantata Sunday Dec. 19th  

at 11:00, call Jim Gensel for more  

 information: 954 -294 -7300  

 

Jim Gensel  

Director of Music Ministries  

954 -294 -7300 JGensel@alfred.com  

MSPC Childrenôs Choirs 2010- 11  
By: Jane Spinney  

  

Calling all kids pre -k through fifth grade!!! 

Come and join us at choir practice.  

 

When: Wednesday Nights  

Where: MSPC  

Time:  6:15 ï 7:00 Junior choir  

(pre -kðsecond grade)  

 7:00 -7:45  (third grade ðfifth grade)  

 

In addition to preparing songs for Sunday 

worship, we play instruments , dance and 

learn stories from The Bible.  Come join us 

and be part of the Choir.  

 
 

Page 6   The Light 

 By: Karen Boyd  
 

The 2010 -2011 

school year is  

underway, and  

everyone is settled 

in and enjoying their  

activities.  We are on the playground everyday 

from 9 -10 and then return for snack, planned 

lessons, and a variety of activities in the room.  

PMO classes visited the Pumpkin Patch and had 

individual and class pictures taken in October.  

During the month of November our theme will 

be Thanksgiving. The last month of 2010 will be 

holiday celebrations.  

PARENTS  
MORNING OUT  

CHURCH FAMILY  
 HAPPENINGS 

   

"CHURCH FAMILY HAPPENINGSò: 

  

On September 12 we welcomed our youngest 

member into our Congregation with the  

baptism of Olivia Grace Torres, daughter of  

Kristopher and Denise Torres.   Olivia was born on 

June 24 and has 2 older sisters, Madison and  

Avery Cate.  

  

Congratulations to Miami Country Day student and 

volleyball  player Samantha Sardinia, who was  

recently named MCDS Upper School Female  

Athlete  of the Week. ñSlamming Samò, as she is 

called by her teammates leads the MCDS Spartan 

team.   

  

MSPC member Ross Johnston has formed a new 

partnership with Anthony Sokol.   Located in Bay 

Harbor Islands,   Johnston  & Sokol P.L. practices 

real estate, landlord/tenant relations and  

environmental law.  

  

And, reaching out into the  community, MSPC  

member Bob Bourne and the Bob Bourne Realty 

Team graciously donated the refreshments for the 

discussion group meeting on Dr. Paul Loeb's "Soul 

of a Citizen:   Living with  Conviction in Challenging 

Times"  at Brockway Library on October 7 and for 

the  Point of View Photography Exhibition Reception 

at Brockway on October 22."  

mailto:JGensel@alfred.com


ñThe Pumpkin Patch Comethò 

Some of the 2010 Pumpkins 

MSPCôs front lawn turned a bright shade of  

orange at our annual Pumpkin Patch Unloading 

on Saturday October 9, 2010.   About 250  

volunteers from the MSPC School, MSPC Youth 

Group, and church members all pitched in to 

unload a couple thousand pumpkins and  

gourds in record time.  The energetic volunteers 

began unloading the big 18 -wheeler at 8 a.m. 

and were finished by 9:30 a.m.!   A special thank 

you goes out to all of our MSPCS moms and 

dads, youth groupers, and church members who 

got inside the truck to do all of the  

heavy - lifting.   All of the funds raised from our 

annual pumpkin patch go to support our MSPC 

School and Pre -School .   

250 came to make ñlight workò on delivery day. 

    SIXTY SECONDS WITH SIXTY 
PLUS AND MINUS. . .  
    
  

Sixty Plus and Minus  kicked off the year  with 2  

fun - filled evenings:    

  

In September we  feasted on  an all -American picnic 

supper of black - tea spare ribs with potato salad and 

all the trimmings.   Bill and Nora Tenney presented a 

program on the many activities of the Heidi Hewes 

Chapter of the Women's Cancer Association of which 

Bill is currently serving as President and which last 

year raised over $70,000 for research and  

cancer care.   

  

In October we dined on  bouef bourguignon,  

followed by a delicious green tomato cake.   Our 

group was "all a -buzz" about the program.  Monique 

Moyer (who grew up in MSPC) and Jerry Gildea of 

Combcutters Bee Removal Service presented a 

power point presentation on bee keeping.   It was 

Combcutters who removed the humongous hive of 

bees from our  Chapel Steeple when they set up  

residence there over the summer, and  rather than 

just exterminating those unwanted bees in our  

belfry, the queen bee and her workers  were  

relocated and are now happily thriving and  

producing honey in a  hive  in South Dade.   It's a 

classic example of helping  Mother Nature to work at 

her best. (see page 13)  

  

Two  opportunities remain for you  to join us for our 

last 2 meetings of the Fall Session:  

  

Our Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner with all the 

Trimmings  featuring a program by  Pelican Harbor 

Seabird Station Director Wendy Fox,  Monday,  

November 15.  

                                          

Our Annual  Christmas Feast  featuring 3 Original 

Short Stories by MSPC Elder and  Author  Terry Piper, 

Monday, December 13.  

  

Sixty Plus and Minus . . . it isn't just for seniors  

anymore!"  
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ñWhen a Member passesò 

 
By: John Schmidt  

Chair of Budget & Finance  

 

When one of our members of MSPC 

passes away it is always a sad event.  

We have had a number of these 

losses over the past year.  This will 

continue as our World War II veterans 

and their spouses are dying at an  

accelerated rate and even the  

youngest of them are now in their mid 

80ôs. Korean vets are also hitting 80. 

 

While these passing members are not 

the ñrich white guysò of Dr. Roseôs 

era, they are solidly middle class with 

reasonable assets to distribute after 

family needs are met.  

 

I ask you to please consider making a 

bequest to your church.  

 

You may even request that your funds 

be used for a particular need or  

ministry that you now see.  Then you 

will know that your money is used 

wisely.  

 

Thank you,  

John Schmidt, Elder  
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By: Dennis Torres  
 

November is an important time of year to help others.  

Please help us collect food for needy families to have a 

nice Thanksgiving.  The school will be collecting food  

donations at the preschool building and the elementary 

school building.  Please make all donations by November 

23 rd .  

 

MSPCS parents and students are also participating in  

Operation Christmas Child, House of Hope donations and 

every Monday making sandwiches for the homeless as a 

part of M.O.M. (Mother of Many).  If you would like to 

help make sandwiches, please come to the preschool any  

Monday from 1 -2pm.  

 

Stop by during the week of November 15 -19 to see our  

students learn what it takes to deal with bullies and how 

to steer clear of becoming a bully themselves, during the  

annual MSPCS Anti -Bully Week.  

 

Audition papers will go home to elementary students who 

would like to audition for our spring play, ñThe Little  

Mermaidò.  Auditions will be on December 1st  from 2pm -

4pm.  Mark your calendar for April 6 th  and 7 th  to come see 

the big show.  Last year over 200 guests came to see the 

MSPCS students perform.  

 

December is right around the corner ï Guess who just 

may be stopping by?  Thatôs right; Santa will be here for a 

visit from the North Pole.  His sleigh will be pulling into 

MSPCS in December some time before Christmas. All are 

invited to come see our Christmas shows!  The  

preschoolers will perform in the morning starting at 10 am 

and elementary at 7pm on December 15 in the Sanctuary.  

 

DO YOU KNOW that we have over 218 students in our 

school?  

 

DO YOU KNOW that each of our elementary classrooms is 

equipped a Smartboard, computers and document  

readers?  

 

DO YOU KNOW that we would love to have you walk 

through our school at any time to see all the great things 

happening with our schools?  

 MSPC SCHOOL  



A Moment For Missions...  
What  It Means to be a Missionary...to Me 

By Deborah Rose MSPC Mission Volunteer- 

 El Salvador 

Growing up in MSPC I always thought doing mission work 

meant living in a country that is hot and lacks basic needs.  I 

am happy to say that doing mission work is just that, but it is 

truly a blessing and can help remind anyone what really  

matters in life. Though I have only been on two mission trips 

to date, I can say it is in my blood to be a disciple of God in 

this way.  

 

My recent trip to El Salvador was no exception.  To  

experience the village of Getsemani where we were working 

was a wonderful event for both Nora and me.  There is the  

Presbyterian Pastor Rodriguez who works tirelessly with the 

children of the village to instill the values of honesty,  

responsibility, tolerance, respect, solidarity and equality.  The 

absolute joy on the childrenôs faces and their willingness to 

work as hard as the rest of us when some of them were only  

5 and 6 years old was amazing. When Patricia Gregory and 

Windy Johnston first went to El Salvador, they met with 

Glenda, Glenda is 14 years old and they encouraged her to 

make bracelets that we could help sell for her.  Glenda did just 

that, and made approximately 75 bracelets   Glenda did not 

expect she was going to be paid for her work, when some of 

the team members bought bracelets at a festival she went and 

opened a bank account and bought more materials.  She is 

now a young businesswoman in Getsemani and she is now 

part of the support structure for her family.  We were  

welcomed into their Habitat For Humanity home.  

    

One of the special gifts from this trip was meeting the team 

from Myers Park Presbyterian Church.  Their commitment  

to this community is impressive. They welcomed us into  

their church, this is the beginning of what hopes to be a long  

relationship between our two churches for mission work.  

We are hopeful to plan a trip for MSPC next year to  

Getsemani.  Our focus is on educating the people in many 

ways including: dental health, general hygiene, learning to 

speak English and other basic education skills.  I encourage all 

reading this to participate during our mission weekend at 

MSPC to see what MSPC is doing and what other churches and 

organizations are doing in Godôs name. I want to share a 

scripture from Isaiah 40: 30 -31.  It reminds me of the people 

of Getsemani as they fill their lives with ñbasic needsò each 

day:ñEven youths will faint and be weary, and the young will 

fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew 

their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not 

faint.ò 

Glenda and her bracelets 

A typical Habitat House 

Debbie 
Glenda Nora 
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