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Celebrate Fall! 
Calendar of Events Inside 

"Let us, 

therefore, 

celebrate the 

festival...with 

the bread of 

sincerity and 
truthò 

I Corinthians 5:8  

September 4th  
Fall Worship starts  

Chapel Service  

8:45 a.m.  
Sunday School for  

children, youth and adults 
10 a.m.  

Sanctuary Service  

11 a.m.  
Jesus Café  

5 p.m.  

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/11-28.html
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From My Heart to Yours  
By: Dr. Sam  Rutland, Senior Pastor               

 
 

Itôs the First Week at the Miami Shores Presbyterian Church School! 

 

  

 

 

 In 2003/2004 our church and session took a bold new step:  To commit to a creating an academically 

superior and affordable Christian Elementary School in the Reformed (Presbyterian) tradition. By all accounts 

taking this step was akin to Simon Peterôs stepping out of his boat and daring to walk on water.  Yet, the session 

and members heard Jesusô invitation, ñCome!ò  They too dared to step out.  

 

 This week began the new school year at our MSPC School,  so I want to share some of the things we  

rejoice in.  First, this fledgling school that began in 2004 with one grade that is now KindergartenðFifth Grade, 

with an enrollment of 112 students. (Add 103 children in the Pre-Kindergarten program and 60+  in Parents 

Morning Out).   Last May we graduated our third fifth grade class!, launching our MSPC School graduates to 

enjoy academic success  in middle schooléwith excellent test scores.    

 

 Second, the MSPC School is accomplishing the mission and purpose for which it was founded:  to serve 

as an outreach to the community, drawing children and families to the love of Christ found at the Miami Shores 

Presbyterian Church. Over the past eight years the church has grown as a result of our school and pre-school.  Six 

current elders/session members first came to MSPC because their children attended either the school or pre-

school. The same for six current deacons.  A little over 10% of the elementary school childrenôs families are 

MSPC members and many more are attendees in worship who support the church in significant ways.  

 

 Third, did you know that the MSPC School gave a titheða tenth!ðof their income to the budget of the 

church in 2010/2011?  In a desire to share their blessings with the church they gave the church a total of   

$160,124.30.  Friends, that is a lot of love!  Love that was much needed.  Even more, it spoke volumes about the 

oneness of the church and school in our commitment  to work as one in mission for the glory of Christ Jesus.  And 

yes, the church still pays a 1% note for the 2005 renovations, the costs of school expansion, insurance, custodial 

care, etc.  The school contributes their share by paying teachers and staff, utilities,  playground,  library, 

technology, etc,éand a long list that fills spread sheets.     

 

 Finally, we are blessed that our MSPC School Board consists of ten MSPC elders and deacons,  including  

four career educators,  the Dean of Barry Universityôs School of Education, a college guidance counselor, a PhD/

psychologist, a college guidance counselor,  an executive of a Fortune 500 company.  The MSPC School Board 

expands this fall to include session Chairs from the Operations, Personal & Policy, and Budget & Finance 

committees.  Truly this church and school are one body, working for the glory of God. 

 

 Friends, together we stepped out on the waves in 2003éare still walking in faith on the water! This is 

something to celebrate. God has blessed our church,  and our school, in profound ways.  I know God will continue 

to do so, as long as we keep our eyes on Christ who first said,  ñCome!ò  ñCome start a new school!ò  We did, and 

today, combined, two hundred seventy-five children, and our church,  are blessed.    

SR 
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    Show off your Hidden Talents at our BAZAAR 
Now is the time to share your special craft or hobby with other 
church members. We need your homemade items!   Get busy 
crafting now!    All proceeds will go to MSPC activities. 
Examples: knitting or crocheting, wood crafting, food items: 
desserts, jams and jellies, jewelry, art work, ceramics, sewn 
items, plants, Christmas items  
Finished items may be delivered to church office, or Room 135, or 
call 305 751-0622 for pick-up. Sponsored by the Wednesday 
morning soft doll sewing group. Nothing beats homemade!   

Have you been waiting for the right time to 
invite a friend to join you in worship at 

a{t/Κ bƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΧ 

άLƴǾƛǘŜ ŀ CǊƛŜƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅέΣ  
October 9th 

Dr. Sam and Pastor Danny encourage you to invite 
your family, friends, neighbors and 
co-workers to a special day of wor-
ship and music at all three ser-

vices! ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ 
be glad you did! 

òStewards of Godõs  Creationó 

Miami Dade Coastal Cleanup,  

Saturday, Sept. 17th  

The 2011 Miami-Dade Coastal Cleanup will 
be held on Saturday, September 17, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon.   This event is part of the Ocean Conservancyôs Interna-
tional Coastal Cleanup, which is now a major event worldwide. 
MSPC will once again congregate at the Matheson Hammock Park 
and Marina site.    Rev. Danny Loffredo along with Ross Johnston, 
will be organizing the MSPC site.  Students may fulfill 3 hours of 
their community service requirements.  There is a free party at 
Seaquarium after the event for all volunteers.  
We will meet at the church at 8:00 a.m. on September 17th. 
Questions? Call 305 754 9541 or go to the website at 

http://www.miamidadecoastalcleanup.org  
Please bring with you : 

The Volunteer Release form.   (Any volunteer under the age 

of 18 will need a parent or guardian signature on the release 
form.)  

Work gloves 

Sun protection 

Reusable water bottle 

Closed-toe shoes, long pants and 

a hat 

Bug spray 

Worship, Sunday September 18th  

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Arts and Crafts Festival 
October 29th 10-6 p.m. 

Homemade Craft Bazaar from 
Church members 
Vendors with arts and crafts 
Food Trucks 
Childrenôs games and Bounce House  
MSPC School displays 

Dessert for Dinner 
October 22nd, Saturday, 6-9 P.M. 
Join us for a unique 

dinner and contest! 
One ticket ($1 per ticket) 

= one dessert + one vote! 

The dessert with the most 

ticket votes at the end of 

the evening will be the 

winner! 

You can purchase one or 

20 tickets/desserts-it is up 

to you! 

Drinks will be provided. 
If you would like to enter the 

contest please call the church 

office for details, 

305 754 9541. 
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by Dr. John Ortberg  

Please join us in October for an encore of our 

popular small group study series that explores 

�´�K�R�Z���\�R�X���F�D�Q���E�H�F�R�P�H���*�R�G�·�V���E�H�V�W���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���R�I��
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Call Marianna to join us at 305 505 4555.  


