The Light
Our Mission is to be a church of grace and hope
where everyone Meets, Serves and Praises Christ

Join Services ONLINE!!
Live streaming at 11 am on Sundays
at www.MSPC.net (click on watch) or on
YouTube at https://
www.youtube.com/user/
miamishorespresbch/featured

From the Transition Team: Terry Rodriguez, Marta Lavandier, and Scott Mac Donald
It is the privilege of the Transition team to share some exciting news with our
congregation. In light of Pastor Dennis’ decision to end his chapter here at MSPC at the
end of June, the Transition team and the Session - with the guidance of the General
Presbyter from the Presbytery, the Rev. Dr. Daris Bultena - have voted to hire Pastor Kim
as our Transitional Pastor for one year, with the option to renew at the end of that year.
The Transition team and Session are well aware of the many duties and responsibilities
that both Pastor Dennis and Pastor Kim performed at our church.
We believe that Pastor Kim is more than qualified to take on this new position, and that
she will lead MSPC through this dynamic transitional period with grace and skill. The
ongoing duties and ministries of our vibrant, active church will not fall by the wayside;
the Session has approved a recommendation by Pastor Kim that a part-time employee
be hired to take over some of her previous duties, such as youth and children’s ministries and possibly religion instruction at school, with the help of volunteers.
The Transition team is proud and blessed to have the opportunity to appoint Pastor Kim
to this position. We recognize that this is an uncertain time that can be confusing, but
also has the potential to be an exciting catalyst for growth in our church. Our church is
alive, and we look forward to this new chapter of development for our congregation."
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Pastor Kim’s Page
Thank you, Pastor Dennis!
On June 28th, we celebrated Pastor Dennis’ ministry as Senior Pastor at MSPC
from Sept 2015-June 2020. He will be missed. And we thank him for the impact
he has made on our lives.
He has:


Reminded us of the power of God’s love. He’s taught us what it means to love ourselves, and what
it means to love our neighbor, using the values of this place: Dignity, Confidence, Forgiveness,
Peace, and Fulfillment.



Modeled for us what it means to pray, and of the importance of making prayer a part of our daily
practice. He encouraged us to pray more by starting weekly Wednesday evening Chapel Prayers.



Highlighted the importance of raising our children and youth in the faith through, baptisms, confirmations, and the many ways he was involved at MSPCS.



Brainstormed and guided the Session: in its Vision 2020 and its mission, brought us to a place of
important transition and strategic planning, created one finance office between the church and
school, resized the church staff, and challenged the Session to balance the budget in 2021.



He energized the missions of this church in the ways that many Senior Pastors would not ever
consider. How many Senior Pastors go on mission trips to Haiti? He is a servant, with a servant’s
heart.



He also started a now well-respected and beloved MSPC tradition - the Lenten Mission Challenge!



And, he guided the congregation with a kindness, gentleness, and wisdom that comes from his
relationship with God.

What I have heard echoed most of all in these last weeks after he announced his departure is that he is
a kind and gentle teddy bear. And, I have heard so many personal stories of how he took the time to sit
down and listen to the congregation and community as needs came up. He was a pastor that cared
deeply for this flock. See page 7 for photos of Pastor Dennis at MSPC.
Thank you, Pastor Dennis!

Peace,
Pastor Kim
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Faith and Finances by Melissa Gracey,
Our MSPC Treasurer and Chair of the Commission for Financial Sustainability

Maintaining Connections
Hello MSPC friends,
One of the best things about church is our connections. Church friends are friends for
life. During our Sunday coffee hours, it’s been clear that many of us miss those connections while we are separated.
The lock-down has brought out so many emotions. It can be overwhelming
and we can feel kind of frozen. In normal times, I cherish the respite and
soul-centering ritual of Sunday mornings. Running the dogs around the yard
and then going to the early service in the chapel. The music Is beautiful, the
sermon is inspiring, the prayers calm down my racing mind. I’ve missed it
more than I even thought I would.
During this time I’ve been thinking a lot about what church means to me. Yes, there are meetings but it’s
not the same. Yes, there are services, but they are not the same. However, there are some things that stay
the same…the dedication of the staff of our church and school, the expenses of our campus and the less
fortunate in our community who need our support and prayers.
Thanks to the PPP loan we received our financial picture for the church is relatively stable, although we
don’t know how the rest of the year will go. The finance office is working hard to ensure we follow all of the
guidelines to have the loan forgiven. Our campus and school come with a lot of hard costs that don’t
diminish even though we are not meeting in person.
We are grateful for everyone who answered the call to accelerate or prepay their pledges back in April. As
we hit the mid-point of the year, we will be sending out pledge statements so you can see where you are.
The finance office offers several ways to contribute - you can mail in a check or use PayPal or Zelle online.
Our community is suffering and as the new COVID numbers come out each day, it’s hard to tell when things
will get back to some version of normal. I hope you are connecting with friends and neighbors (from a safe
distance) and inviting them to enjoy our online services. You can also share our social media posts and invite friends to follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
Help others who may be alone time during the lock-down. Remember to invite friends to join you for our
virtual coffee hours following church on the first and third Sundays. We can maintain our connection to
each other and our church. We’re all in this together. Be safe.
Melissa

You Can Help Pass It On Ministries
Are you able to donate some canned goods, rice, pasta or toiletries? Donations of nonperishable food items and toiletries for Pass It On Ministries may be dropped off at 575
N. E. 105th Street, for delivery to Pass it On and they will give it to those in need. You
can leave the items on the front porch and they will be delivered. Thank you!

Join our coffee hours! All are Welcome!

Re-opening MSPC’s Campus?:
Not Yet
By Pastor Kim

The numbers of COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. are now much over 100,000!We have lost friends and family
members. Many of us are grieving. Others of us have found ourselves numb to the numbers and the lives
behind the numbers.
The Session of MSPC continues to discern, pray, and discuss what God requires of us in these days. The
message from God that is loud and clear is that we must practice love in these difficult times. For the
Session, being a loving body that leads the congregation means keeping the doors of the church campus
closed for now. Out of love, we encourage you to stay home, stay safe, and to practice social distancing.
We may be physically apart from one another. But, we can still be together. We can stay connected with the
spirit of God. This includes praying together, worshipping together, and fellowshipping together from our
homes. Nothing can separate us from the love of God!

Church Family Happenings... By Sue Fox
 If you are reading this and haven't yet tuned in to our Sunday morning live-streaming Service, give it a try. It's perti-

nent Scripture and message, outstanding music, and just when you think it can't get any better, the technicians pan
to capture some magnificent shots of our stained glass windows lit by the sun.
 News from the June 14th Deacons' zoomed meeting is that a second round of calls were made to our membership;

the Coffee Hours are averaging 33 in attendance, and the Leadership Team, Elders and Deacons meetings are envisioning what our Services will be like when we resume meeting, the only question is, When? Pastor Dennis urged us
to "stay focused, stay faithful, and determine the date of our coming together again by what's happening in MiamiDade, not in other parts of the country."
 Windy Johnston brings us up to date on PCUSA: On June 20th Rev. Gregory Bentley and Ruling Elder Elona Street-

Stewart became co-moderators of the 224th General Assembly. They selected as their symbol the image of the
Sankofa bird, for both African American and Native American cultures. Their slogan is "Learning from the past, living
in the present." The Sankofa and Mississippi Rivers represent that slogan. The General Assembly will reconvene on
June 26-27th via zoom (live streaming on pcusa.org). We'll have a report on that in our August edition.
 Following a productive growing season, the Church garden plots have been weeded, covered with plastic and put to

bed for a long summer's nap, escaping the hot, humid temperatures when nothing grows but the weeds. Yvonne Moyer, Chair of God's Green Gardeners, says that mid to late October begins South Florida's planting season, and signing
up to secure your plot will begin in September. We'll keep you posted. Meanwhile, Yvonne encourages us to ". .
. enjoy organic vegetables whenever available and try our hand at growing small potted herbs on our window sills
and patios".
 Updating last month's article on Kim Coe's dry cleaning staff and their new venture into mask making, Kim reports

that in June they donated 100 masks to a homeless charity and the sale of masks continues to be even better than
anticipated. Kim sums it up by saying, "This is a very tough time for small businesses, but when Our Lord opens each
door for me, I go through without hesitation because He knows what is best."
 The Grifters, a book Jay Weaver co-authored with three of his Miami Herald colleagues, will be hot off the press and

ready to read on August 4th.
 Stephen and Diane Loffredo and Gordon and Yvonne Moyer were among the participants in the June 7th Miami

Shores Peace Walk. The route began at Miami Shores Police Department down N.E. Second Avenue to Constitution
Park, where a brief rally was held.
 Grace Moore reports happy news from the Milton Moore Family: Our grandson, Milton Naderi

Moore graduated Suma Cum Laude from Columbia high school in Huntsville, Alabama. Milton has
been a Member of the National Honor Society & IB Programme. He plans to study Biology at Alabama A & M University. Grace’s nephew, Kenrick and wife Faye have welcomed a son, Lamuel
Kenrick Lewis on the 4/23/2020 in Rupununi, Guyana. Also her eldest niece, Elizabeth, is a first
time grandmother to a boy who was born to daughter Chantae and Zachary Holmes. His name is
Alexander Nasir Holmes, in Willingboro, N.J. Guess what?.. nephew Kenrick and niece Elizabeth are
brother and sister!!
 Our sympathy and prayers are extended to Gayle and Kenny Henderson on the passing of Gayle's brother.
 Our sympathy and prayers are also extended to Ron Block and The Hagen Family on the passing of Henry Hagen.
 MSPC is saddened by the passing of 2 of our long time, active members: Richard Piper passed away on Sunday, May

31st, at the age of 93. Dick and his late wife Anne were members of MSPC since the early 1950's, and they and their 5
children were enthusiastic participants in all areas of Church and Shores community life. Our condolences are extended to Mark and Sheryl Piper, Lisa Warren, Reverend Brant Piper, Wendy Weant, and Kimberly Heffernan.
 Carolyne Cadwallader passed away on Friday, June 12th. An extremely active MSPC participant, at one time Carolyne

was on MSPC's staff as Director of Lay Ministries. She served several terms as Deacon, and she and John seldom
missed a Fifty Plus & Minus meeting. Our condolences are extended to Carolyne's children and to John Hillman.
Happy Fourth of July!

Thank You Pastor Dennis!
It is with sadness, joy, and gratitude that we said good-bye to Pastor
Dennis on June 30th. We are grateful for the five and half years that
Pastor Dennis served us in his ministry here at the Miami Shores
Presbyterian Church! With the world pandemic in our midst, it makes
saying good-bye to our beloved pastor that much harder! We wish
Dennis and Kelly many years of happiness and a Bon Voyage!

Footprints In the Sand

Happy
Independence Day
and Thank You to
All those who
Serve!
Chapel Prayers

Worship Every
Sunday Online!

We encourage you to
pray at home until we reopen.

Visit our website at 11 AM
Sundays to join our online
service.

“Then you will call on me
and come and pray to
me, and I will
listen to you.”

https://www.mspc.net/

Jeremiah 29:12 New International Version (NIV)

MIAMI SHORES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Our vision is to be friends of Christ who share God’s love with each other and the world.
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