The Light
Our Mission is to be a church of grace and hope
where everyone Meets, Serves and Praises Christ

Join Services ONLINE!! Physically Apart, Spiritually Together!
Live streaming at 11 am on Sundays at www.MSPC.net (click on watch) or on
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/user/miamishorespresbch/featured

Join Our Online Homecoming...

Physically Apart,
Spiritually Together!
Our annual Homecoming will occur online this year.

Join us for the following:
August 23– 10 AM-Sunday School for children ages 4-5th grade. Email Lisa at
lisa@mspc.net to receive Children’s Ministry news and Zoom meeting invitations.
August 23-10 AM-NEW Adult class begins! Lectionary Class on Sundays or Wednesdays.
To sign up and receive your Zoom invite email John at jtmcfeely0316@gmail.com.
August 23rd, 11 AM -Live stream Worship, We will commission our MSPCS teachers for
the year and bless Bibles for our children at our Homecoming service. View on mspc.net.
August 26-7 PM-MSPC Sing along. All welcome to sing along. Sign up to join and receive
your Zoom invitation by emailing Jim at jamesgensel@att.net
August 26th-High School Youth Group begins. Sign up for the Youth News email and
Zoom invitations with Lisa at lisa@mspc.net.
August 28th-Middle School Youth Group begins. Sign up for the Youth News email and
Zoom invitations with Lisa at lisa@mspc.net.
First and Third Sundays– 1215 PM-MSPC Coffee hours. Join us for Fellowship after
church! See mspc.net for more details.
Our church campus remains closed for safety but we are together in Spirit!
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Meet Pastor Kim By Melissa Gracey
We are thrilled to announce that Pastor Kim is serving as transitional minister for our church. She has been approved by Session and the Presbytery and is already in her new role.
Pastor Kim first joined us in 2016 when our previous associate pastor departed. At the time, we called it “a God thing” because all the pieces fell
into place. We are so lucky to have her at our church.
Kim first came to Miami to serve as associate pastor at Central Presbyterian Church in 2010. She spent five years serving the congregation, leading
the youth and deepening the missions of CPC. She was able to use her Spanishlanguage skills while she was at CPC.
Pastor Kim grew up in Setauket, NY, which is on the north shore of Long Island.
She studied at Bates College, in Lewiston, ME, for her undergrad degree and
graduated from McCormick Theological Seminary, in Chicago, IL in 2009.
During her time in seminary, Pastor Kim took a year off to work in Argentina with
the Young Adult in Global Missions program of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of America. She spent the year serving as a Deacon of the local church, supporting tobacco farmers working toward other forms of agriculture, particularly
organic farming and honey production. The other half of her time there was
spent with a small poor church, working with the children and families, leading
worship and being with the people of the community.
After graduating from Seminary, Kim spent more time in mission, this time in Colombia with the Presbyterian Peacemaking Fellowship and the Presbyterian Church in Colombia. She worked alongside pastors, churches and the displaced people of Barranquilla, Colombia. Later she served as a community
organizer with the Coalition of Immokalee Workers.
Kim has been drawn to the church and multicultural mission her whole life. As a high school student
she found great hope and fulfillment in her involvement with Setauket Presbyterian Church. This started with her first youth mission trip to Washington, D.C., and her confirmation class experience.
On the mission trip to Washington, D.C., Kim began to hear God calling her to learn Spanish and to
continue to dive deeper into the missions of the church. In her sophomore year of high school, Kim
was part of a mission team from her church that served in partnership with the Presbyterian Church in
Havana, Cuba. Kim continued to feel drawn to learn more and experience more about God’s mission in
the world.
Her call to participate in multicultural ministries is one of the reasons why she loves MSPC. The church
is a diverse community, nested in a racially diverse neighborhood. Kim understands that her passion
and love for multicultural ministry and mission is what drew her to MSPC. But, it’s also the people.
After having spent four years as the associate pastor at MSPC, working with the youth, children, their
families and all other members, she feels the love of the people, and the love of God, in this place.
Kim’s favorite Bible verse is Micah 6:8: “What does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our God.”
Kim loves spending time with her family (her spouse Victor and her daughter Chloe), taking walks on
the beach and in the mountains, and cooking. We are blessed to have Pastor Kim at MSPC!
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School Starts August 25th
By Anita Stevens, MSPC School Director
MSPC School will open August 25th. Preschool is definitely opening on
campus. Elementary families will be receiving information the 1st week
in August if we will be doing on campus virtual or a combination.
Miami Shores Presbyterian Church School wants to acknowledge and
thank our staff and students! All the work that they’ve done from March
till the end of the school year was outstanding! Our students received
daily virtual teaching, with small groups to continue focusing on individual needs while continuing our full
curriculum. Our students did not miss a beat during this temporary transition.
This summer has been filled with getting things ready, so when we are able to safely invite students on our
campus, we will be ready! We are implementing various Covid related procedures to assure everyone's safety. Taking temperatures before students get out of their vehicle, washing hands before entering the classroom, wearing masks and making sure students desks are properly spaced to accommodate social distancing, are just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to our reopening plan. We look forward to a welcoming
and academically filled school year. It will look different, but the same level of community will be present, as
well as exceptional teaching in a small class size, Christian environment!

Virtual Sunday School for Children, Sundays, 10 am -August 23
MSPC will be offering our children (ages 4-Grade 5) virtual Sunday School on Sundays from 1010:30 am. MSPC’s virtual Sunday School will serve several purposes for our children. It will: Allow
children to check-in and be with their church friends, learn about Jesus and pray together.
We will be meeting with ZOOM. Email Lisa at lisa@mspc.net to receive Children’s Ministry news
and Zoom meeting invitations.

Our New Christian Educator for Children and Youth - is MSPC’s Lisa Sullivan!
Dear friends,
Life, speaking for myself of course, is/has been a winding, surprising, mysterious holy adventure.
After moving to New Jersey from Florida, completing my Master’s Degree at Princeton Theological
Seminary, I excitedly surveyed the United States and abroad open to interesting places to serve. And,
through a series of divine speed bumps, I returned last summer to Miami.
While they say you can’t go home, I disagree. Since 2012 MSPC has been my home church. Thirty one
blocks away is Johnson and Wales University where once I was student, now I’m an Adjunct Professor
teaching a fascinating World Religions course. I’m an alumni, and a Professor of Religious Studies but
the school was also a hospital originally, where I was born. Who would have known? Holy adventures are like that.

I’m excited about engaging in more holy adventures with MSPC and in Miami. To name one of my favorite things here its
that MSPC is a place of grace, hope, and a place for everyone. Holy adventures are part of my passions such as traveling,
learning and writing. How did I become involved in ministry? Youth trips, Vacation Bible School, teaching Adult Bible classes and the children at MSPC School. There were Fish Taco days, Urban Promise Thanksgiving dinners and Fire Friday
nights and so much more. I grew and flourished in this MSPC community. It's good to be home.
I look forward to serving with you, energetically, compassionately and creatively. My hope is we follow Christ and get to
witness God on the move. And as a beloved community we may rejoice and be a blessing. May it be so. Yours truly, Lisa

DISPLAY YOUR NEW MSPC YARD SIGN
Let your neighbors know about MSPC
and how to worship with us.
Order, and proudly display, your MSPC yard sign by
sending an email to Marta Lavandier
at MLavandier2000@yahoo.com.
Suggested donation for each sign is $10. Payable with
cash or check payable to MSPC at pick up.

Deadline to order your signSunday, August 9th.
MSPC parking lot Pick up- Dates To Be Announced
No contact pick up- yard sign will be placed in
your trunk.
If you are unable to pick your yard sign, please provide
your address and we'll deliver it to you.

New Online Classes to Join!
Lectionary Class-NEW CLASS-Sundays or Wednesdays, 10 AM, Beginning August 23
Open to everyone, this class will read and discuss the Common Lectionary readings for
the upcoming week. The Lectionary always includes a reading from the Gospels, the
Epistles, the Psalms and the Old Testament. In this way the entirety of the Holy Scripture is surveyed on a regular basis in a digestible form. Facilitators: John McFeely and Liz Burkins
Sign-up with John McFeely: jtmcfeely0316@gmail.com. John will email the Zoom invitation to you.
Coming in September-NEW CLASS– Anti-Racism Covenant Group-Led by the Rev. Diane Shoaf. This is a 10
week Antiracism Book Club, beginning after Labor Day, ending before Thanksgiving. Participants will use a
process based on listening to one's heart while reading and a listening circle for processing what we've read
as a group.
Wednesdays 7:00-8:00 PM or Saturdays 9:00-10:00 AM (Let Diane know your preference)
Our first selection: Waking Up White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race by Debby Irving
Sign-up with Diane Shoaf: shoaf456@bellsouth.net

MSPC Hymn Sing Along-All Welcome!
August 26, 7 PM
Our Musical Director, Jim Gensel, will lead us in a Zoom sing along for
all to enjoy. From the comfort of your home you can listen or sing
along as Jim plays our favorite hymns. To join please email Jim
at: jamesgensel@att.net. He will then send you the Zoom link.

Church Family Happenings... By Sue Fox


If you've been live streaming our Sunday Services or viewing them later, you pretty well know our transitioning timeline: June 28th featured Rev. Dennis' final sermon before departing for Indiana. On July 5th we welcomed to the pulpit Tropical Presbytery Director Dr. Daris Bultena who expressed the prayers and support of the other 41 churches of
Tropical Presbytery during our change of leadership. On July 12th, 19th and 26th, Pastor Kim's messages were based
on various Psalms and how their message still rings true, especially today.



And speaking of Pastor Dennis' last Sunday with us, a round of applause goes to Choir Director Jim Gensel who put
together a virtual 9-voice choir to close the Worship Service with an excellent rendition of "God Be With You Til We
Meet Again". This required much recording, mixing and socially-distanced legwork on Jim's part. And did you know
that 3 generations were represented in the choir: Jim's mother, Jim, and Jim's daughter Kristen.



Windy Johnston updates us on the virtual reconvening of the 224th General Assembly on June 26th: The 224th GA
made history by only considering "essential business" on line and referring 137+ pending resolutions to the 225th
GA. Two resolutions were passed: one regarding the adoption of anti-racial policies into mid-council and congregation bylaws (needing ratification at the 225th GA, inasmuch as it amends a GA Constitutional Amendment); the other
concerning a statement responding to the Covid-19 pandemic with prayer and hope for the most vulnerable. The
225th GA will be held in July 2021 in Columbus, OH.



Yvonne Moyer reminds us that October is planting season, and in September she will be taking reservations for God's
Green Gardeners' plots. Meanwhile, if you can't wait to get growing, she recommends potting the root end of a scallion, which allows you to trim the green tops for your salad, over and over as the onion continues to grow. Garlic
greens can be grown the same way as soon as the end of a clove of garlic has been sprouted in water.



A belated "Happy Birthday" goes out to Bill Tenney who in mid-July celebrated his 83rd birthday with a 3-generation
family dinner at home.



We bid a fond farewell to Esther Lafferty who has relocated to Buford, GA. She has been a longtime MSPC member, a
regular participant in the Wednesday Soft Dolls Sewing Group, Fifty Plus & Minus and the Alice Price Bible Class.



Our prayers and sympathy are extended to Toni Porro and Eddie and Sofia on the passing of Toni's mother, Maria
Suarez, in mid-July.

Our Church is Alive!

MSPC Helps Distribute Food By Barbara Biggart
MSPC Elders Charles McNear, Mari Mejia and Deacon Barbara Biggart participated in a meaningful outreach to our community, on July 21, by distributing food to members in need and Pass It On families. This was made
possible by our partnership with Via de Cristo and their distribution center
at One More Child foster care organization. Twenty one pound boxes of
fresh food were given to host churches of Vio de Cristo. We received fifteen
boxes filled with 5 pounds of precooked chicken, butter, cheese, celery, carrots, oranges, apples and milk-all
fresh! MSPC Deacons helped distribute boxes to members and Mari Mejia took the majority to the administrator of Pass It On. Together they drove in the NW Miami area to make personal deliveries to each family. It was a
meaningful experience for all involved as they learned about the
needs of our community.
If you would like to help you can
bring donations of canned goods,
rice, pasta or toiletries to
Mari’s front porch at
575 N. E. 105th Street.

Things That Are Easy by Melissa Gracey,
Our MSPC Treasurer and Chair of the Commission for Financial Sustainability
Hello church friends,
I’m making the theme of this message “things that are easy.” I find a sharp 180 change can get
me out of negative thinking.
Easy thing No. 1 - In this newsletter packet we’ve included a pair of stamped envelopes in case
you are not able to get to the post office. While church remains online for everyone’s safety we want to make it easy
for members to make their pledges.
As you probably know from previous newsletters, we have a leadership team that is pulling together ideas as we transition to the next phase of our church life. Typically we would conduct a series of roundtable discussions and
meetings to have conversations about who we are and who we want to
be. Social distancing makes this impossible for now, so we will be doing
easy thing No. 2 - sending out a survey. I hope you will take some time
to reflect and share your feedback. The responses will enable us to put
some concrete ideas around what the future of our church may looks
like. We will send it by email so it’s easy.

Are you following on social media? MSPC has Facebook and Instagram
pages where you can see the sermon message each week. It’s easy (no.
3!) to share the posts to invite friends to join us in online worship. I’ve
found that some people are more open to checking it out online than
coming to church in person. Sharing a post is a simple way to help promote our online services.
We are so lucky to have technology-fluent talent like David, Wally and Kim to put the broadcasts together. Plus, Chloe
makes special appearances in the children’s message and steals the show. You can join live at 11 a.m. on our website
at MSPC.Net or search on YouTube for Miami Shores Presbyterian Church at any time.
At the end of each service, Pastor Kim mentions ways to contribute to the missions of the church. We have set up
PayPal and Zelle so it’s easy (No 4!) to contribute. You can also mail in a check.
Since this is the Faith and Finances column, I’ll share some information about how we are doing financially. As everyone knows, most expenses of the church go on even if we are not physically in the building. We were fortunate to get
a PPP loan as part of the government COVID relief efforts. Our finance team is working hard to make sure we follow
all the appropriate steps to have the loan forgiven. The money has been extremely helpful to cover payroll expenses.
As you can imagine, tithes and offerings are down since we are not together. We know some of our church family
members have had financial struggles due to the economic crisis. We do not want to pull back on missions like Pass It
On and Chapman Partnership at a time when there is so much need. We are very grateful to members who accelerated or pre-paid their pledges for the year.
It’s been nice seeing people on our virtual coffee hours the first and third Sunday of each month. If you are not sure
how to get on Zoom or which group to join, leave a message at the church office and one of the group leaders will call
you back and walk you through it. It’s easy!

Stay safe! Melissa

Join us in August! All Welcome...

Footprints In the Sand

MSPC Youth Groups Begin!
We will have virtual Youth Groups during our normal meeting times to be able
to continue to be in community. This will be an opportunity for us to be able to
check in with each other and to pray with each other. If you are interested in
being a part of the chat, contact Lisa at lisa@mspc.net so you receive the Youth
News email and Zoom invitations.
August 26-High School Youth Group will zoom on Wednesdays at 7 pm.
August 28-Middle School Youth Group will zoom on Fridays at 6:30 pm.

MIAMI SHORES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Our vision is to be friends of Christ who share God’s love with each other and the world.
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