
The Light                                  
Our Mission is to be a church of grace and hope 

where everyone Meets, Serves and Praises Christ 

Join Services ONLINE!!  
Physically Apart, Spiritually Together! 

Live streaming at 11 am on Sundays at www.MSPC.net (click on 
watch) or on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/user/

miamishorespresbch/featured 
 

September 6th –Join us for Communion at home, details page 5 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.MSPC.net%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR121IMYZY5oHF3yXh-JgI8c5xF2-az8i5nB2ikeom2u8Xvc7e6nO7fb_rs&h=AT0piCz604AKREjBl4zH6sffSKLzQBoZzfJ0-gefQsbaHwdsidziaDchcigY4-Asm19G6ePi_8SpApWrkSu6-JsgARwJLBKy_6fxb6ZlMVL2JnkfxbC_5cwio2Yf
https://www.youtube.com/user/miamishorespresbch/featured?fbclid=IwAR2Xo3oAq5CsLh8TgsGiyGdD-iZmSWog8XD2lDs2wKKMuLzvf8PA5ws3-AE
https://www.youtube.com/user/miamishorespresbch/featured?fbclid=IwAR2Xo3oAq5CsLh8TgsGiyGdD-iZmSWog8XD2lDs2wKKMuLzvf8PA5ws3-AE
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September 2020 –INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 

How Can You Serve MSPC? 

 
Did you know that in the Presbyterian Church Elders 
and Deacons are asked to serve our church by a Nomi-
nating Committee? Our Nominating Committee 
(commissioned by our Session) is comprised of two 
sitting Elders, one Deacon and two lay members of the church that were elected at the Congregational 
Meeting. The committee creates a slate of officers that are presented to the Session (the ruling body of 
our church) and then the nominees are elected at our annual Congregational Meeting. The Nominating 
Committee searching for the 2021 slate of Officers is Christine Baldwin 
(Elder): cfb@q2factor.com,Lauren Benton (Elder): labenton3@aol.com, Yvonne Moyer 
(Deacon): Moyeryt@aol.com, Kim Coe (Lay member): kimcoe20@gmail.com, and Jodi Grace (Lay mem-
ber): jgrace@stu.edu.  

How does the process work? The Nominating committee will be guided prayerfully using our MSPC 
Mission and Vision statement. They will consider anyone who would like to volunteer to serve. They 
will not hand out forms to nominate people. Rather the committee will ask you to contact any one of 
them and you can give them your name or your nominees name. It is more personal and thoughtful this 
way! Then they will meet and deliberate and with God’s help find volunteers that will take on these 
leadership roles. 

What are the qualifications and job descriptions of Elders and Deacons? Elders and Deacons serve 
three year terms that are equally important to the church. Elders focus on Session and have the re-
sponsibility of administratively running the Church. Deacons report to the Session about the many are-
as of service that is the life of the church. They "run with the  ministries," whether it is missions or pray-
er shawls. 

Your Nominating Committee would like to ask you to think, and pray, about volunteering for one of 
these meaningful roles in our church. Perhaps God is calling you to serve as an Elder or Deacon for 
MSPC. Feel free to contact any one of them using their emails listed in the first paragraph.  

They look forward to hearing from you! 
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Pastor’s Page with Pastor Kim 

Creating a Sacred Space 

 
God is all around us. Any space can be sacred space with God. We just 
need to open our heart and our senses to know that God is conversing 
with us. 

 

I imagine for many of us, most of our encounters with the divine happen at church. Maybe during   
Sunday worship. For many of us, being in the Sanctuary, or in the Chapel, is being in our sacred space. 

 

So how do we create holy ground these days when we cannot go to church? 

How do we create space where we believe we have encountered God and we are called to remove our 
sandals? 

 

You may have already started to learn how to create sacred space in your home while worshiping with 
us over live stream week after week. 

Do you have new rituals that happen to help you feel you are about to encounter the sacred? 

Is it brewing a new cup of coffee? 

Is it lighting a candle? 

Is it dressing in your Sunday best? 

 

Maybe it’s none of these things. Maybe it’s all of them. It’s about you opening yourself to encounter 
and know that the sacred is in your midst. 

 

On Sunday, September 6th, I will be inviting you to create a sacred space - to create holy ground - in 
your house for us to take Communion together while we are physically apart. 

I will ask you to please have bread or crackers ready for the Bread, or the Body of Christ, that we will 
eat together. I will also ask you to find juice, or wine, to drink for the Wine, or the Blood of Christ. 

How will you create your sacred space? 

What will help you to feel connected to God and to each other?  Since Communion is a communal ex-
perience, the hope is that we would feel spiritually connected while we are physically disconnected. 

 

May it be so. 

Pastor Kim 



Garden News By Yvonne Moyer 
Email Yvonne ( moyeryt@aol.com) for your MSPC 
garden space by early October. Cost will be $35 to 
rent a plot from mid October to the end of May. A 
check that specifies "gardens" can  be dropped off at 
the church office. One plot per person until October 
17. Please let Yvonne (305 610 3921) know when 
your check is dropped off. You will provide your own 
plants and soil additives. Our gardens are 
organic so no pesticides are used. When Yvonne has 
the list she will designate your plot with a stick of 
wood with your name on it. No plots will be assigned 
until money is received. 
Upon signing up you agree to keep your plot watered 
and weeded and vegetables  picked. You will also 

agree to weed your plot and 
walkway and cover it with 
dark plastic in May.  

Thank you and happy        
gardening! 

 NATIVITY SEASON at MSPC By Yvonne Moyer 

 
Celebrate! Our beautiful Living Nativity is taking a different   
approach this year. Because of Covid and the gathering of large 
crowds (as we usually experience) our committee is discussing 
using projections and perhaps the manger scene in front of the 
church. 
We are considering promoting the waiting time of Advent and then, life-size photographed figures gathered 
at our crèche on Christmas Eve. We will keep it up until Ephipany. The Feast of the 3 Kings, when the camels 
will be pulled out and the kings will arrive at the stable. This is a major celebration in our Hispanic communi-
ties and we will be in sync with them. How appropriate for a church in Miami! 
Rental of our projection equipment, lighting, and printing of the holy family, shepherds and kings will still 
cost us money but not nearly what a huge amount two night live production costs. 
Please donate to our Nativity Season as your way of participating in and supporting this outreach to 
our community. Make your check out for any amount to Miami Shores Presbyterian Church and designate: 
Nativity. Your donation will be put to good use and you will have the joy of knowing that the story of Christ's 
Nativity is being shared with our community. Pray, too, that our Nativity Season presentation will reach and 
bless many. 

Virtual Sunday School for 
Children (ages 4-Grade 5)  
MSPC will be offering virtual Sunday School on Sundays 
from 10-10:30 am. Email Lisa at lisa@mspc.net to get 

Children’s Ministry news and Zoom meeting invites. 

Masks For Members By Sue Fox 

Past issues of The Light have reported Kim Coe's in-
genuity in keeping her staff on the payroll and fully 
occupied during the pandemic-
induced economic slowdown by 
temporarily converting their dry 
cleaning skills into designing and 
creating face masks. Kim has 
filled orders, both large and 
small, for various companies, 
charities and  individual custom-
ers. And she's accomplished this 
with business savvy and a grate-
ful, generous heart. Now Kim 
would like to donate a mask or 2 
to any MSPC members needing 
and requesting one. Just email 
Kim at kimcoe20@gmail.com or 
text her at 305 984-2173. Thank 
you Kim! 

Our Church is Alive! 

The soft dolls pictured right 
were created to give to chil-
dren by our members work-
ing on their mission during 

this pandemic. 

mailto:moyeryt@aol.com


Join Our MSPC Community in Online Classes 
Lectionary Class--Sundays OR Wednesdays, 10 AM 
Open to everyone, this class will read and discuss the Common Lectionary readings for the upcoming week. 
The Lectionary always includes a reading from the Gospels, the Epistles, the Psalms and the Old Testament. 
In this way the entirety of the Holy Scripture is surveyed on a regular basis in a digestible form. Facilitators: 
John McFeely and Liz Burkins 
Sign-up with Carol Wilde at carol@mspc.net.  

 
NEW CLASS– Anti-Racism Covenant Group-Led by the Rev. Diane Shoaf. This is a 10 
week Antiracism Book Club, beginning after Labor Day, ending before Thanksgiving. 
Participants will use a process based on listening to one's heart while reading and a lis-
tening circle for processing what we've read as a group. 
Meeting on Saturdays 9:00-10:00 AM (Let Diane know your preference) 
Our first selection: Waking Up White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race by Debby 
Irving                        

 Sign-up with Diane Shoaf: shoaf456@bellsouth.net 

 

NEW CLASS-MSPC Bible and Book Study For Women 20’s to 40’s 

Meeting on the second and fourth Thursdays  at 8 PM over 
Zoom, Beginning on  

September 8th. Facilitated by Stephanie Daniel 

Book Inspired by Rachel Held Evans, plus prayer, support and community. 

Sign up by emailing Stephanie at steph.f.daniel@gmail.com.  

 

We Welcome Communion-September 6th  By Pastor Kin 

Our church has not received communion since March 2020. I 

would like to begin to invite live stream worshippers to prepare 

a holy space for communion to happen virtually on Sunday, 

September 6th. I would invite people to spiritually, mentally, 

and physically prepare for Communion to happen at home . I 

would encourage those that would like to participate to prepare 

a table in front of them on September 6th with bread and juice/

wine, so that we, as a church that is spiritually together, can 

take Communion as a worshipping body from our homes. The 

church Session has wholeheartedly agreed to this. I would give 

the Words of Institution and offer the words and prayers for Communion behind our communion table in 

the Sanctuary and worshippers would partake of the elements in their homes. Even though we will be physi-

cally apart we will be spiritually together for this sacrament. Join us! 



Church Family Happenings... By Sue Fox 

 In our August live streaming Worship Services, Pastor Kim featured the "Already, Not Yet" Sermon Series, touching on 
Noah's confinement in the Ark, Ruth's unwavering devotion to her mother-in-law, the Baptism of Jesus, and the role 
2 courageous midwives played in the fulfillment of Moses leading the Israelites to the Promised Land. Also in August 
we welcomed returning Lisa Sullivan, now our Christian Educator; we commissioned the 15 2020-21 MSPCS staff 
members, 7 of whom joined us via Zoom, and we dedicated the Holy Bibles to be distributed to the children attend-
ing MSPCS and the Church. 

 Agenda items approved at the August Session meeting included the creation of a Reopening Task Force to ensure 
that the Church is ready to reopen when it is safe to do so, and the use of the parking lot adjacent to the Chapel for a 
Miami Shores Village Covid-19 testing site one day a week. 

 At the August Deacons' meeting, plans were set into motion for Deacons and Pastoral Care Committee members to 
continue to telephone the membership, keeping us spiritually connected and offering assistance to anyone needing 
help connecting to our live streaming Church Service. 

 The MSPCS 2020-21 School Commission was approved by Session and includes: Cindy McCoy, Chair; Chris Bellows, 
Stephanie Daniel, Dianne Loffredo, Charles McNear, Yvonne Moyer, Mark Piper, Will Reich and Terry Rodriguez. 

 Did you know that in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has given $2,000,000 
in small grants to U.S. congregations to create or expand existing food banks and to provide shelters and sanitation 
for communities living on the margin?  And did you know that PDA's international partners are doing the 
same globally? 

 Reporting on MSPC's 2 newly-published authors: Cheryl Patella has authored "The 21st Century Woman", a 158-page 
read touching on her life, the struggles, victories and faith of several modern women, and a motivational summary on 
reaching one's full potential. And "The Grifter's Club", co-authored by MSPC member Jay Weaver and 3 fellow jour-
nalists, was featured in a Books & Books Virtual Authors Series presentation on Crowdcast on August 7th. 

 August 26th Choir Director Jim Gensel led a hymn sing over Zoom that was much appreciated and enjoyed! 

 Reporting on our 2 off-to-college Youth: Alyssa Palmatier is attending New College of Florida, the Honors College, in 
Sarasota, with online classes this semester. And Jack Rodriguez is attending Lynn University in Boca Raton, with in 
person classes. 

 Now coming home from the summer, MSPC vacationers have included:  Anne Bellows enjoying cool woods of Ten-
nessee, then off to Toledo, OH, to visit 2 of her granddaughters; Martha Crossman enjoying a family week at New 
Smyrna Beach, then off for a family week in North Carolina; Edith Trowers enjoying 2 Miami Beach staycations with 
her daughters and 3 grandchildren, and John and Leslie Wallace visiting relatives in Cape Cod. 

 A longtime friend of our church Gloria Douglass passed away on Sunday, August 9th, at the age of 88. Gloria and her 
late husband Robert met in 1961 in a young singles group sponsored by MSPC. 

 Another friend of MSPC John Hillman passed away on Sunday, August 16th, at the age of 95. John was a regular at 
our 11:00 Worship Service and at Fifty Plus & Minus. His memorial service was held at Saint Martha's on Monday, 
August 24th. 

 We are saddened by the passing of longtime member Tom Harrington on Thursday, August 13th in North Caroli-
na. Tom and his wife, the late Martha Harrington, were regular worshipers at our Chapel Service, and through the 
years they were extremely active in all phases of congregation life. Our prayers and sympathy are extended to his 
children. 

 We are saddened by the passing of Dudley Wells, on August 23rd. Dudley worshiped at the 11:00 Service, served as 
Chair of George's Toy Shop, was a Brown Bagger and for many years was assistant to the chef at Fifty Plus & Minus 
dinners. Our sympathy and prayers are extended to his wife Lois, children Jennifer and Thom Timko, and grandchil-
dren Bella and Honor. 

 If you or someone you know is unable to receive The Light online, we will be happy to send you a copy by mail. Call 
Carol in the Church office, or leave a message (including address and ZIp Code) on the Church answering machine. 



Sharing is Caring by Melissa Gracey,  

Our MSPC Treasurer and Chair of the Commission for Financial Sustainability 

 

Hello church friends,  
 
When my nephew was a little guy, he used to say “sharing is caring” all the time. While 
we are all home avoiding COVID, it’s harder than ever to share with each other. 
 

Almost everyone I talk to talks about how much they miss seeing church friends in person. While it seems 
difficult to share when we are spiritually together but physically apart, there are some ways… 
 Share the news about our online worship services - display one of our yard signs in a prominent place at 

your home. You can also like and share our weekly Facebook and Instagram posts.  
 Share your financial support - church missions and expenses continue. You can donate food for Pass it 

on Ministries or make your director contributions to the church online using PayPal or Zelle or by mail-
ing in a check.  

 Share your talents - as the church year kicks off we are looking for volunteers for committees and task 
forces. Can you sew, knit, paint or build? The shawls, soft dolls and toy shop ministries are in full swing. 
Are you creative and organized? A modified Living Nativity is in the planning stages. Are you empathetic 
and caring? The Pastoral Care ministry never rests. There’s a place here for everyone.  

 Share the love - reach out to a church acquaintance that you don’t get to see in person and say hello. 
We can keep our church connections close by talking a few minutes to reach out. We know some of our 
members are sheltering in place at home alone and a check in could really make someone’s week.  

 
Thanks for letting me share… 
Melissa 

School Began on August 25th  
By Anita Stevens, MSPC School Director 

 
What a busy summer this has been! Homecoming Sunday was August 23rd and we commissioned the staff 
virtually at the 11 AM service with Pastor Kim. We have geared up and began our 2020/2021 school year on 
August 25th. Keeping every one safe is our highest priority, so we have implemented a lot of new protocols 
and procedures. A HUGE Thank you to the members of our Preschool and Elementary Task Force – we could 
not have done it without you! Please feel free to visit our website to read about our reopening plan. 
Though this time is still uncertain in many ways, and things are continuing to change day by day, we know 
that we have the most dedicated staff who are there for our students! 

 
We are excited about our new science curriculum. We piloted it in 2 
grades last year and are ready to implement school wide in the Elemen-
tary. Our Preschool is also getting a new curriculum which engages stu-
dents and allows teachers to be even more creative in their teaching. 
What a great year we have ahead of us! 
Please contact us at: Elementary@ 305.759.2548 or Preschool 
@305.751.5417 or visit our website at http://www.mspcs.net/ 

http://www.mspcs.net/


MIAMI SHORES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                                                           

Our vision is to be friends of Christ who share God’s love with each other and the world. 

MSPC Youth Groups– All Welcome! 

If you are interested in being a part of the group, contact Lisa at lisa@mspc.net 
so you receive the Youth News email and Zoom invitations. 

High School Youth Group will zoom on Wednesdays at 7 pm. 
Middle School Youth Group will zoom on Fridays at 6:30 pm. 

September 2020 

DISPLAY YOUR NEW MSPC 
YARD SIGN  

 
Let your neighbors know 

about MSPC and 
worshipping with us. 

 
Order, and proudly     
display, your MSPC yard 
sign by sending an email 
order to Marta Lavandier 
at MLavandier2000@yahoo.com. 
Suggested donation for each sign is $10. Payable with 
cash or check payable to MSPC at pick up.  
MSPC parking lot Pick up- Dates To Be Announced     
No contact pick up- yard sign will be placed in your 
trunk. If you are unable to pick your yard sign, please 
provide your address and we'll deliver it to you. 

MSPC Coffee 

Hour on Zoom 

1215 PM, First and 

Third Sundays 

 

Join the Fellowship of our  

coffee hours! 

Your host is determined by the first letter of your 

last name. More information and how to join can 

be found on the church website: www.mspc.net 

mailto:MLavandier2000@yahoo.com

