The Light
Our Mission is to be a church of grace and hope where
everyone Meets, Serves and Praises Christ

Now! Come To The Stable By Yvonne Moyer
Now! Come to the stable!
Our humble shepherds were the first.
Then glorious angels, bearing harps
and praising God
appeared in the heavens
announcing that the Child Jesus
was born in a lowly stable.
The towns people left their jobs
and came to the stable
carrying fruit, bread, blankets,
fresh water, lanterns,
offers to craft sandals and
play music to the new born baby
The Star of Bethlehem hung
overhead, followed by the 3 Wisemen
who came from far off lands
to bring gifts to the Holy Family
and the child, Jesus.
You, come to the Stable, too!
Now! Don't miss it.
(Our Living Nativity will be taken down
from the front of the Church on January
8, two days after Epiphany.
The Committee wishes to
thank everyone who participated
in the production of this unique
presentation.)
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Pastor’s Page with Pastor Kim
The CAT (Church Assessment Tool)

Is it really 2021? March 2020 feels like a dream to me. The new normal has been hard for us to take in.
I look forward to the day when we can safely return to worshipping together as a community in our
Sanctuary. Hopefully, rates of infection of COVID will continue to drop, and we can return to in-person
worship soon! Even though we continue to be the church, it doesn’t mean that it is easy, or that we
don’t yearn for more.
As we look forward as a community of faith, as we lean in to the future, the Session is encouraging you
to give your voice. We want to know what you love about MSPC, what you are passionate about continuing, or growing into, and what/where you’d be ok to say good-bye. Starting on January 17th, you
will have the opportunity to tell us who MSPC is made of, and you will help us to see what the focus
should be in our strategic plan.

It is up to you to help us determine what the identity, the mission, and the vision is for MSPC in 2021
and beyond. So, when you hear me talk about a Church Assessment Tool (C.A.T.), please be on the
lookout with ears and eyes wide open.
You will be hearing more about it in worship and also over email. You matter. So, please take the 20
minutes that is required to complete the C.A.T. You will help us to envision and plan. We will open the
CAT online on January 17, after our service.
May 2021 bring us clarity of identity and vision as the church!

Blessings to you!
Pastor Kim
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Transitional Ministry Column by Pastor Kim
As MSPC continues in this time of transition, in the middle of a pandemic, it would be helpful for the wider
church to understand the tasks (or the job description) that was given to me, and the Session, by the Presbytery of Tropical Florida, when I said “yes” to the call as Transitional Pastor of MSPC in July 2020. Each month, I
will focus on a different task.
Task for Transitional Pastor: Coming to terms with history
Part of my job as the Transitional Pastor is to listen to your stories and to learn more about the past of the
church. This includes not only hearing from you all, but also reflecting back to the Session what I learn, so that
the church as a whole can better understand where it has been as a community. This includes learning about
previous pastors, decisions that were made by the Session over the years, stories that bring nostalgia of the
“good old days,” and stories of pain and division. If you have something that you would like to share with me,
please do not hesitate to reach out to me and share your story. I want to learn more about you all, and to
learn more about the church. So reach out to me, I will listen.

Nativity
Photos

Ordination of Elders and Deacons, January 17 at 11 AM
On November 22nd, MSPC (church members) voted on who would be the new incoming Deacons and Elders
for MSPC. Some of those elected will be new to these offices, others are returning for a second term. Each
term is typically three years. Congratulations to: Marcia Canata, Luis Carranza, Princess Mompremier, Grace
Moore, and Jose (Pepe) Romano for their election as Elders for the class of 2023! Congratulations to: Elizabeth Barrie, Elizabeth (Liz) Burkins, JoAnn Kerbawy, David Peterson, and Glenda Polycarpe for their election as
Deacons for 2023! They will be trained the first week of January, will be examined by the current Session, and
once approved, they will be ordained and installed into their new positions! Their ordination and installation
will happen on Sunday, January 17th. Worship with us, pray for them, on live stream worship on Sunday,
January 17th at 11 am!

New Classes Over Zoom
Second Anti Racism Book Study
Taught by Diane Shoaf
January 1-New Year’s Day
First and Third Sundays– 1215 PM Zoom Coffee
Hour
First and Third Sundays-1230 PM, Children’s Choir
Second and Fourth Sundays-1230 PM Youth Choir
January 6-Epiphany of the
Lord
January 17-Installation of
Officers
January 17-CAT Begins!
January 18– Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Day
February 3– CAT ends
February 6-Anti Racism Book Study begins, 930 AM
February 14– Valentine’s Day
February 15– Presidents Day
February 16-Mardi Gras
February 17-Ash Wednesday, Lent Begins
March 1– Lenten Devotional Class begins, 1215 PM
March 5-World Day of Prayer
March 8-International Women’s Day
March 28-Palm Sunday
April 1-Maundy Thursday
April 2-Good Friday

April 4-EASTER

Book for study: “How to be an Antiracist”
Dates: Feb 6, 13, 20, 27, Mar 6, 13, 20, 27 (9:30 10:30 am on ZOOM) If you would like to join contact
cwilde@mspc.net

Called to Repair the Breach: A Lenten Study
of the Revised Common Lectionary-A
Devotional provided by the PCUSA’s Hunger, SelfDevelopment of People, and Disaster Relief. Beginning March 1 for 5 weeks at 1215 PM Sundays. Contact cwilde@mspc.net to join.

Re-Opening Task Force Message
When Covid numbers are down we will use a phased
reopening with a reservation system.
*Please watch covid numbers here: covidactnow.org
If the thermometer at covidactnow.org is in the red on
Friday morning, MSPC will not offer in-person worship
that Sunday.*
Go to our You tube channel to learn more about inperson worship at MSPC: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=U4FBN5RS288&feature=youtu.be
Online streaming worship will continue

Church Family Happenings... By Sue Fox


MSPC live streaming has been filled with the Spirit of Christmas. On Christ the King Sunday, Christian Educator Lisa
Sullivan gave us simple instructions for making an Advent wreath for our homes. While we lit the candles on our
wreaths on the 4 Sundays of Advent, meditations were read and candles were lit from the homes of Luis and
Sarah Carranza; Bill and Nora Tenney; Mari Mejia and son Omar, and, from the pulpit, Lisa. On Christmas Eve 8
MSPC staff members gathered at the altar as the Christ candle was lit, and Holy Communion was served. On
Christmas Day, our website streamed a prayer offered by Pastor Kim.



Meanwhile, the inner workings of our Church continue: Session met on December 17th. A Search Committee for
an Interim Music Director was formed, comprised of Chris Bellows, Liz Burkins, Melissa Gracey and Scot
McDonald. The Deacons will meet on January 24th.



A shout out goes to Sarah Allison and Allison Academy students for donating over 30 toys (running the gamut from
Marvel action figures to footballs to Rubiks cubes) to Pass It On for distribution to children in the communities
where food distributions were made.



Congratulations to sophomore Kristina Godfrey, member of the MCDS Girls Basketball Varsity Team, who was
named Upper School Spartan Athlete of the Week. In 4 games Kristina combined for 44 points, 23 assists and 17
rebounds. She also received mention in the December 9th Miami Herald Sports Section. (Kristina is the granddaughter of Martha Crossman and Bob and Lucienne Decker.)



And we say "wow" to the news we received about MCDS junior Sabrina Morata (daughter of Mari
Mejia): Sabrina's art work "Luchadoras Calladas" was one of 90 pieces chosen for the juried National Art Honor
Society 2021 exhibition, and there were over 2,000 pieces submitted nationally. The piece is based on Sabrina's
commitment to the betterment of her surroundings. And, Sabrina was recognized by the MCDS Parent Association
for her work on the PLAN Committee, which promotes community awareness of issues and cultural Pan-Latin
events occurring in both the U.S. and Latin American countries. Sabrina helped organize a clothing drive and hand
made bracelets, helping families separated at the border.



Among our Holiday travelers are Ross and Windy Johnston who spent a weekend touring the Houston Space
Center for an out-of-this-world experience, and Jane Grable who is spending 2 weeks in England with her children
Jennifer and Roger Salamone and grandchildren James and Charlotte.



Congratulations to Kim Coe who was named 4th runner up in the December 20th Ms. Senior Florida Pageant and
was the recipient of the Most Photogenic trophy.



MSPC is saddened by the passing of 2 of our longtime members:
Kimberly Knowles passed away on Tuesday, December 8th. The daughter of the late Tom and Betty Knowles, Kim
grew up in our Church, was an active member of Youth Club, and for many years was an acolyte at the 11:00 Service. Our sympathy and prayers are extended to her brother and sister-in-law Eric and Melissa and to her aunt
Winona Knowles.
Longtime member Molly Ramberan passed away on Monday, December 28th. Molly was a faithful attender of the
Wednesday Morning Bible Study and the Alice Price Sunday School Class. She was a George's Toy Shop volunteer. Our prayers and sympathy are extended to her husband Ken and their family.



Now that 2021 is underway, if your New Year's Resolutions included stimulating your mind, safe-distance socializing a little more, or doing something for others, might we suggest the following? Check out the classes MSPC is
currently zooming; join us for the first and third Sunday virtual coffee hours; drop off non perishable food items
and toiletries for Pass It On Ministries at Mari Mejia's residence (575 N.E. 105th Street) or, as Pastor Kim suggested, assemble a plastic bag of toiletries and non perishable eat-on-the-go items to keep in your car and hand to
someone you encounter who might be in need of assistance. And if you haven't gotten around to filling out and
returning your 2021 Pledge Card, you can complete it on line or call the Church office and request a hard copy to
fill out and mail.

Happy New Year!

MSPC School News
by Anita Stevens, School Director
What a wonderful Christmas season we had! We had our 1st ever Christmas
Caroling. Each grade level prepared and performed several songs for our
community in small groups – socially distancing. It was such a supported
event by our families, teachers and community! Afterwards, we had crafts,
time to socially visit and cookies and juice.
Our 5th graders recorded the reenactment of the Christmas story – and did an
amazing job.
It was great to be in the community and see families reactions as they listened to the beautiful Christmas music. They were blessed!
We continue to praise our students for their hard work and continued learning. Our teachers are going above and beyond to be sure they are reaching all
of our students on the level they are at and bringing them higher academically. All this is being done in an environment that promotes Social Emotional
Learning and Community Service.
For more information about our wonderful school please contact us
at: Elementary@ 305.759.2548 or Preschool @305.751.5417 or visit our website at http://
www.mspcs.net/

MSPC Youth Groups– All Welcome!
If you are interested in being a part of the group, contact Lisa at lisa@mspc.net so
you receive the Youth News email and Zoom invitations.
High School Youth Group will zoom on Wednesdays at 7 pm.
Middle School Youth Group will zoom on Fridays at 6:30 pm.

MIAMI SHORES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Our vision is to be friends of Christ who share God’s love with each other and the world.
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