The Light
Our Mission is to be a church of grace and hope where
everyone Meets, Serves and Praises Christ

Ashes and Prayers
Ash Wednesday,
February 17, 9AM-3 PM

On Ash Wednesday, February 17, Pastor
Kim and Lisa Sullivan will take up residence on the
corner of the Chapel parking lot by the Recreation
Center with signs inviting individuals to get ashes to go
from 9AM-3 PM. This year, ashes will be packed in to-go
containers for each individual to cross themselves with
ashes. Prayers will be offered with social distancing.
Masks will be worn. Invitations to worship with MSPC in
our live stream service will be handed out as well.
Come and join Lisa and Kim!
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Pastor’s Page with Pastor Kim
Ashes and Prayers on Ash Wednesday, February 17th, 2021, 9 am – 3pm

“Then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being”
(Genesis 2:7)
One of my favorite days from last year was Ash Wednesday. MSPC has continued a new ministry that
we started, off and on, in Lent 2016. In those first years, we offered an Ashes and Prayers station off
our church campus. We started at Wynwood. In 2019, our station made its way to Dunkin’ Donuts in
Miami Shores. Last year, we tried offering our Ashes and Prayer Station on campus – in the Chapel
parking lot, across from the Miami Shores Village Recreation Center. We received people from all over
the community – people coming and going – to and from work – in need of their ashes, and in need of
prayers.
This Ash Wednesday, we will take the same spot as last year (the corner of Chapel parking lot by the
Miami Shores Village Recreation Center) with signs inviting individuals to get ashes to-go and prayers
from 9 am until 3 pm. Due to COVID, ashes will be packed in to-go containers for each individual to
cross themselves with ashes. Prayers will be offered on the spot. Masks will be worn and social distancing will be practiced. Find us under the tent!
This is a wonderful way for us, as the people of God, to prepare for the 40 days of Lent. We remind
ourselves that we are dust, and to dust we shall return. We remember our fragility. We remember
that it is our loving God that gives us the spirit, the breath of life! Without God, we are nothing but
ash.
As we enter this Lent, recalling the deaths of so many this year - many from our own congregation,
many around the world - may we take this time and use it for reflection and preparation for the hearing and retelling of God’s great resurrection power. May we prepare ourselves for the Easter story.
(May we move from repentance, to Jesus’ last days, to Jesus’ death, and to the story that reminds us
that God wins!).
Join God, with the church, in living out our Lenten Days.
Get your ashes and prayers on Wednesday, February 17th!
“Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

Blessings to you!
Pastor Kim
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Transitional Ministry Column by Pastor Kim
As MSPC continues in this time of transition, in the middle of a pandemic, it would be helpful for the wider
church to understand the tasks (or the job description) that was given to me, and the Session, by the Presbytery of Tropical Florida, when I said “yes” to the call as Transitional Pastor of MSPC in July 2020. Each month,
I will focus on a different task.
Task for Transitional Pastor: Discovering a new identity
We are definitely in the midst of discovering a new identity as a church community. The members of MSPC
were given the opportunity to voice their thoughts, passions,excitement, and concerns, with our Church Assessment Tool (CAT). The results from that assessment will be brought to us by Holy Cow Consulting, who created and organizes the data results from the questions. These will then be analyzed by Rev. Geoff McLean,
who has been trained in analyzing the data for other churches, and presented to the Session, and then to the
greater church community. This process that the Session has started with the church is all around creating a
new identity. MSPC is in the process of asking itself (1) Who are we? and (2) What are we called to do?
It is my task to walk with the Session, and with you, through this process of discovering our new collective
identity.

Classes Over Zoom
Second Anti Racism Book Study
Saturdays at 9:30 am with Rev. Diane Shoaf. Study
runs from February 6th through March 27th. Email
Diane Shoaf to register and receive the ZOOM
link: shoaf456@bellsouth.net.

Called to Repair the Breach: A Lenten Study
of the Revised Common Lectionary-A
Devotional provided by the PCUSA’s Hunger, SelfDevelopment of People, and Disaster Relief. Beginning March 1 for 5 weeks at 1215 PM Sundays. Contact cwilde@mspc.net to join.
Lectionary Class: Sundays at 10 am with John
Mcfeely and Liz Burkins. Email Carol Wilde
at: cwilde@mspc.net to register and to receive the
link for the class.
Bible and Book Study for Women in their 20s to
40s:This group will start with a book study on the
book Inspired by Rachel Held Evans. The group will
meet the second and fourth Thursday of the month,
8-9 pm. Email Stephanie steph.f.daniel@gmail.com
Bible and Book Study for Men in the 20s to 40s: The
group meets the first and third Mondays of the
month and is currently reading the book The Ragamuffin Gospel by Brennan Manning. Contact Luis
Carranza at : luis.carranza@forhonduras.com

Every Sunday-11 AM Live Stream Worship
First and Third Sundays– 1215 PM Coffee Hour
First and Third Sundays-1 PM, Children’s Choir
Second and Fourth Sundays-1 PM Youth Choir
February 3– CAT ends
February 6-Anti Racism Book Study begins, 930 AM
February 14– Valentine’s Day
February 15– Presidents Day
February 16-Mardi Gras
February 17-Ash Wednesday, Lent Begins
Ashes and Prayers, 9AM-3 PM
March 1– Lenten Devotional Class begins, 1215 PM
March 5-World Day of Prayer
March 8-International Women’s Day
March 28-Palm Sunday
April 1-Maundy Thursday
April 2-Good Friday

April 4-EASTER

Your Free Lenten Devotional By Brian Dille
This year for Lent, Presbyterians Today has a free, online devotional with daily prayers and readings focused on the theme of peace.
It is also available for download.
As the devotional authors say:
While Lent is a time for prayer, fasting, service and contemplation,
at the top of our list should be a prayer for the acquisition of
peace. This year for the season of Lent, we invite you to reflect upon the gift of shalom, the Hebrew word for peace. In the Bible, shalom can be translated not only as peace, but also as tranquility,
security, well-being, health, welfare, completeness and safety.
How can we receive this gift of shalom and, in turn, bestow it upon
the world?
Simply go to the website for your free devotional
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/lent2021/

Re-Opening Task Force Message By Leslie Wallace
The Re-opening Task Force has been meeting, via Zoom, since September 2020. We attended an electronic
conference video sponsored by the Tropical Presbytery: a conversation with Lisa Allgood, Presbyter of the
Cincinnati Presbytery whose past work was as a chemist and immunologist. She talked about the Pandemic,
including: the highly infectious Covid-19 virus, and types of vaccines under development. An important recommendation was to use one web site to keep our information consistent and we are using Covid Act Now.
Lisa also strongly urged the use of masks, social distancing and ventilation as protection from transmission.
The Task Force defined its goals as safety of church staff, the MSPCS students and staff and the MSPC congregation, especially with its large vulnerable population of people over 70 years. All of this was on the
foundation of understanding that there is a yearning to return to in-Sanctuary worship, along with a celebration of joy and connectivity of Sunday MSPC Livestreaming in the Sanctuary.
Plans were developed, so the church would be prepared to swiftly pivot to in-Sanctuary worship. A wonderful video was produced by the church staff that reviewed the rules for the startup 25 worshipers: masks,
social distancing, chilling the Sanctuary before the service and then turning AC off and opening doors, humming only. A reservation system was used and the week before November 1, 2011, the Covid Act Now web
site was “orange”, within the Task-Force’s acceptable range and 16 parishioners worshiped in the Sanctuary.
The Elders provided greeters and ushers and everyone used masks and social distancing.
The next week, infection rates and new cases began to rise and available ICU beds began to decline in
Miami-Dade country. Covid Act Now went to “red”, and a new category, “magenta” eventually had to be
added. The next in-Sanctuary gathering was paused.
The Task Force brought this information to the January Session for their consideration. After questions
and discussion, the goal to have “safety first” for parishioners, staff and the MSPCS was reaffirmed by the
Elders, with the addition for the Task Force to closely monitor Pandemic trends in Miami-Dade.
The situation remains in flux. New variations of the virus are developing, ICU availability is tight, but people are getting vaccinated. The Task Force will continue to provide updates to Session and members. Wearing facemasks and social distancing will remain in place for now.

Church Family Happenings... By Sue Fox






















Our live-streaming Worship Service is off to a great start for 2021: January sermons have covered the
baptism of Jesus, His selection of disciples, and their acceptance. Prior to the inauguration, Pastor Kim
urged us to pray for peace and unity. Excerpts from Dr. King's speeches were read to commemorate
Martin Luther King Day. Reading of the Scripture of the day by Church members zoomed from their
homes reminded us of friends and fellowship we share through MSPC, as did an outstanding duet by sisters Emily and Charlotte Reich, members of the Youth and Children's Choirs.
A New Officers' Training Session, via zoom, was held on 3 consecutive evenings the week of January 5th,
and the 11 newly-elected Elders and Deacons were present and installed during the January 17th Worship Service. Pastor Kim thanked the 5 outgoing Elders and Deacons who had completed their terms.
At Session's first meeting of the year Melissa Gracey was re-elected Church Treasurer, and Janet Lilly was
re-elected Clerk of Session.
2021 Session Committees Chairs were also named at Session. If you would like to serve on a committee
contact Carol Wilde at 305-754-9541. The Chairs are as follows: Personnel-Chris Bellows, J. Calvin Rose
Scholarship-Chris Bellows , Technology, Operation, Property-Terry Rodriguez, Adult Christian EducationBrian Dille and Marcia Cannata, Family Ministries-Princess Mompremier, Mission-Mari Mejia, WorshipLeslie Wallace and Scott MacDonald, Prayer Team and Pastoral Care-Lauren Benton, CommunicationsUndecided, and Nominating-Christine Baldwin and Lauren Benton
At the Diaconate's first Session of the year, Laura Reich was elected Deacon Moderator, and Bill Tenney
was elected Secretary.
Have you completed your Church Assessment Tool survey? Sent to the 256 active members as well as
several prospective members and friends of the Church, the 100-question survey will enable us to discern where the Church is presently and the path on which it should be headed. In addition to being reviewed by MSPC's Session, the survey will be interpreted by Presbytery's Associate General Presbyter
Rev. Geoffrey McLean.
Sarah Allison is newly enjoying the life of retirement: More than 20 years ago, Sarah founded Allison
Academy, a private middle and high school in North Miami Beach, and served as its Director. In January
Sarah sold the Academy and is looking forward to joining the ranks of the retired. And speaking of Covid
19, Allison Academy's diligent preparation during the summer months, and the implementation of safety
guidelines once the school year began, resulted in absolutely no Covid cases among the 100 in-person
and online students during the Fall term. And so far we have 0 cases at MSPC School too!
Happy 41st anniversary to Stephen and Diane Loffredo, who celebrated the event at a safe-distanced
Beatles sing-a-long at Fairchild Tropical Gardens.
Happy Anniversary Pastor Kim! Kim is celebrating 10 years of ordination as Minister of Word and Sacrament on Feb. 20th, and 5 years as pastor at MSPC. She came to MSPC in Jan of 2016, as temporary and
was installed in 2017.
Do your New Year's Resolutions need a bit of shoring up? (Mine, too.). 2021 has just begun, and there is
still time to attend a coffee hour, zoom one of our adult classes, tie your prayer for peace and unity ribbon on the pole alongside others at Church.
Pastor Kim reminds us that to add the “star word” to your 2021 goals. To get your word go to http://
www.wordoftheyear.me.
Also, you can drop food and toiletries off for Pass It On Ministries (Mari's front porch, 575 N. E. 105th
Street), or individually prepare a ziploc bag of eat-on-the-go food items and toiletries and place it in your
car to hand to any person you might encounter who needs assistance.
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to Wally and Terry Rodriguez, Emma and Jack on the passing of
Wally's mother Cuchy Menendez in late January.

Happy Valentine’s Day and Happy Presidents Day!

MSPC School News
by Anita Stevens, School Director
MSPCS had a great Christmas Break and a wonderful start to the year! Students even enjoyed a great SNOW
DAY. Even though we don't get snow in Florida, it did not stop us from experiencing and playing in the snow.
Our wonderful Parent Association provided it for us. Students had a great time playing outside - one class at a
time!
We are also starting our registration for next school year. If you, or someone you know are looking for an
amazing school, filled with dedicated staff and students that continue to perform well on testing, as well as
have a strong social emotional grounding, all within a
loving Christian environment, this is a school for you! We
encourage you to learn more about our school. We are
giving in person tours. Please call to schedule a tour at:
Preschool 305-751-5417, Elementary School 305-7592548 or email us atL schools@mspcs.net

MSPC Youth Groups– All Welcome!
If you are interested in being a part of the group, contact Lisa at lisa@mspc.net so
you receive the Youth News email and Zoom invitations.
High School Youth Group will zoom on Wednesdays at 7 pm.
Middle School Youth Group will zoom on Fridays at 6:30 pm.

MIAMI SHORES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Our vision is to be friends of Christ who share God’s love with each other and the world.
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