
 

The Light                                  
Our Mission is to be a church of grace and hope where 

everyone Meets, Serves and Praises Christ 
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March 2021 –INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP  
  

For the month of March, MSPC will offer a short prayer service on 
the church lawn, from 9:15-9:45 am. Up to 50 people can worship, 
with reservations. Reservations must be made no later than 4 pm 
the Friday before. Make your reservation by 
email: mspc@mspc.net or calling the church and leaving a message with Carol Wilde: 305-754-9541. 
Bring your own lawn chair or blanket. 
 Please note that this is a trial, for the month of March. And, IF Miami-Dade county returns to      ma-
genta on the morning of worship, we will pivot to livestream worship only. 
*Watch numbers here: https://covidactnow.org/us/florida-fl/county/miami_dade_county?s=1193289  
If the thermometer is magenta (dark red) on the morning of worship, MSPC will not offer in-person 
worship that Sunday.* 

 

Holy Week Worship 

 

        Palm Sunday 

9:15 am - Prayer Service in-person on the MSPC 

Lawn (See above) 

11 am - Livestream worship on YouTube 

or www.mspc.net 

Maundy Thursday 

Recorded worship service on YouTube 

or www.mspc.net  

Available all day, starting at 7 am 

Good Friday 

Recorded worship service on YouTube 

or www.mspc.net  

Available all day, starting at 7 am 

Easter Sunday 

Sunrise, 8:45 am, 11 am - 

Prayer Services in-person on the MSPC 

Lawn (See above) 

Recorded worship service on YouTube 

or www.mspc.net  

Available all day, starting at 7 am  

Recorded worship service on YouTube 

or www.mspc.net  

Available all day, starting at 7 am  

 

mailto:mspc@mspc.net
https://mspc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=861408e2d27dfe85c1d9816d2&id=b0b3897d50&e=657dde1a85
http://www.mspc.net/
http://www.mspc.net/
http://www.mspc.net/
http://www.mspc.net/
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Pastor’s Page with Pastor Kim 

 

  Lent, Holy Week and Easter 

 
“Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have 

seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her." (John 20:18)  
One year ago, we were still living in pre-COVID times. And, as we get closer to Easter, we will perhaps 
begin to recall what we were doing just one year ago.  We may remember the early stages of staying 
home, and keeping others and ourselves as safe as   possible. It was a time of high anxiety and un-
known. We were starting a new way of being church – worshipping, studying, praying, and fellowship-
ping from the safety of our homes. There was question if we would come back to the Sanctuary for 
Easter. 

 

As we approach Holy Week and Easter in 2021, the COVID RE-Opening Task Force and the Session 
have been able to consider the ways that we can be safe while also having the opportunity to see one 
another and worship together in person. After much deliberation, discussion, thought, and prayer, the 
COVID Task Force and Session decided that we will try something different in March 2021. In addition 
to continuing our livestream services, we will also be offering a short prayer service on the front lawn 
from 9:15-9:45 am for the Sundays in March. We will take reservations ahead of time (305-754-9541).  
On Sunday morning, check www.covidactnow.org and make sure that Miami-Dade is not in the dark 
red (magenta); and if not, you will find us ready to receive you with your reservation. Wear a mask and 
bring your own lawn chair or blanket. The month of March will be a pilot for how the Session would 
like to go forward in our worship offerings. 

 

Easter and Holy Week will be different this year as well. For Maundy Thursday and Good Friday,       
services will be prerecorded and available for you on YouTube and our website starting at 7 am. On 
Easter Sunday, we will also offer a prerecorded worship service that will be available for you on 
YouTube and our website starting at 7 am. And, in addition to the Easter worship service online, you 
are welcome, with a reservation, to one of our three outdoor prayer services at sunrise, 8:45 am, or 11 
am on the front lawn. Again, on Sunday morning, check www.covidactnow.org and make sure that  
Miami-Dade is not in the dark red (magenta), and if not, you will find us ready to receive you with your 
reservation. Wear a mask and bring your own lawn chair or blanket. 

 
I am thrilled that MSPC is able to offer so many different possibilities to worship as a church! May this 
be a time of safety, love, and new life! 
 

Blessings to you! 

Pastor Kim 

http://www.covidactnow.org
http://www.covidactnow.org


Every Sunday-11 AM Live Stream Worship 
First and Third Sundays-1 PM, Children’s Choir 
Second and Fourth Sundays-1 PM, Youth Choir 
Sundays, 10 AM -Lectionary Class 
Feb. 21-Apr. 4– 1215 PM, Lenten Study Class  
March 5-World Day of Prayer 
March 8-International Women’s Day 
March 14-Spring Forward! Daylight Savings time  
begins 
March 17-St. Patrick’s Day 
March 27-Passover begins 

March 28-Palm Sunday, One Great Hour of   

Sharing Offering 
April 1-Maundy Thursday 
April 2-Good Friday 
April 4-EASTER 
April 22-Earth Day 
May 6-National Day of Prayer 
May 13-Ascension of the Lord 
May 23-Pentecost 

Join Our 
Classes Over 

Zoom 

 

 

 
The Way to Shalom-This year for 

Lent, Presbyterians Today has a free, online devotion-
al with daily prayers and readings focused on the 
theme of peace. It is  available for download at-
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/
lent2021 

 

Lectionary Class: Sundays at 10 am with John 
McFeely and Liz Burkins. Email Carol Wilde 
at: cwilde@mspc.net to reg-
ister and to receive the link 
for the class.  

 

Transitional Ministry Column by Pastor Kim 

As MSPC continues in this time of transition, in the middle of a pandemic, it would be helpful for the wider 
church to understand the tasks (or the job description) that was given to me, and the Session, by the           
Presbytery of Tropical Florida, when I said “yes” to the call as Transitional Pastor of MSPC in July 2020. Each 
month, I will focus on a different task. 

Task for Transitional Pastor: Renewing the spiritual life of the congregation 

With COVID-19 arriving before my transition, the church was forced to be creative in terms of our spirituality.  
We have witnessed more small group studies, Bible Studies, and prayer groups develop on ZOOM. We have 
experienced new ways of praising God. I give thanks for our musicians Ryan Ellis, Cindy Ellis, and Heriberto 
Castro. These three musicians offer music that is familiar and new, Reformed and inclusive, and in English and 
Spanish. It is my hope that our spiritual lives have deepened with the diversity of offerings in music. Another 
creative way that we have deepened out spirituality has been the introduction of Communion, and creating a 
sacred space, at home during worship. This has been a moment of spiritual deepening for those who have 
participated from their homes. Session has also taken on their task as spiritual leaders seriously. Our meetings 
are soaked in prayer and Bible Study. As we continue it this transition, I am prayerful that we will continue to 
renew and deepen our spiritual lives. 

  



One Great Hour of Sharing-3/28 
Typically received during the season of Lent, each gift to 
One Great Hour of Sharing supports efforts to relieve hun-
ger through the Presbyterian Hunger Program, promote 
development through the Presbyterian Committee on the 
Self-Development of People, and assist in areas of disas-

ter through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing helps to improve the 
lives of people in challenging situations. The Offering provides us a way to share God’s love with our neigh-

bors in need. In fact, OGHS is the single, largest way that 
Presbyterians come together every year to work for a 
better world. Join us! On Palm Sunday, MSPC encourages 
you to give a special donation to OGHS. This year, you can 
even give online: https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a
-gift/gift-info/oghs/  

Zoom Lenten Study series  
"Called to Repair the Breach"  

Sundays 1215 PM, February 21– April 4(Easter) 
Join us for this informative series that will be led by guest speakers.  

We will hear from:  
Week 2-Feb 28, John 3:1-17-Immigration/Refugees/Hunger and more with Rev. Dr. Laurie Kraus, Director of 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
Week 3-March 7, John 4:5-42 -Self-Development of People with Rev. Alonzo Johnson, Coordinator of Self-
Development of People 
Week 4-March 14,John 9: 1-41-Trauma (PDA)-Mark Adams and Miriam Maldonado, PCUSA Mission Co-
workers serving with Frontera de Cristo 
Week 5-March 21, John 11:1-45-PDA and more …Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri, Co-moderator of PCUSA General 
Assembly 2019-2020 
Week 6 -March 28, Palm Sunday -Watch Flint 
Week 7-April 4, Easter-Pastor Kim lead group reflection on movie & study 

 Contact Brian Dille to register for the ZOOM link: bdille@gmail.com 

MSPC Lenten Challenge 2021 

The MSPC Mission Committee challenges us as a church to collect enough school supplies to be delivered to 
every family  in online learning with the public elementary schools in the area.   

These schools to receive items are: 
Phyllis Ruth Miller Elementary, Hubert O Sibley Elementary and Miami Shores Elementary 

Donate these items: 
#2 pencils, crayons, pens, lined paper and notebooks, folders, erasers, 

and glue. 
Drop items at: 

575 NE 105th St. 
Miami Shores, FL 

Or Order items from Amazon Smile (select MSPC as your charity) and 
have them delivered to the above address  

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/oghs/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/oghs/
mailto:bdille@gmail.com


Did you know? –MSPC Mission Partner-                      
House of Hope By Jenny Reitz Compere, Director of HOH 

Did you know that the HOH is not an orphanage? The HOH does provide a long-term 
home for some kids and youth who have extenuating circumstances that does not al-
low them to return to their homes. The HOH has been located in the village of La 
Pointe des Palmistes, outside of the town of Port-de-Paix since 1956. That means this 
year makes 65 years that the HOH has been part of this community.  

One way we impact our local community is by providing direct jobs for 15 people, and 
indirect work for about 10 more (these are shared staff with our partnering hospital). 
Another way we have been able to build into our community around us is through 
outreach programs to the youth and kids. Pre-Covid-19 days, our yard had a revolving 
gate. Someone from the community was constantly coming or going. Dropping by to play with our kids, or to 
take part in the events going on. 
They take part in our family devotions in the evenings and even attend our church services on Sunday. Some of 
these are kids who wouldn’t have the opportunity to attend a regular church, but are able to come be with us. 
We try to keep an open door policy, especially for kids who need a safe place to land when things in their 
world are chaotic.  
Another draw to spending some time with us is the prospect of a warm meal when there isn’t one to be had in 
their homes. Not every Haitian home is able to cook a meal each day. 
Some days when these kids show up at the HOH, they haven’t had any-
thing to eat, nor do they have any hope of a meal when they return 
home. As we are able to, and as the kids and their families come to trust 
us, these kids will slide right into the table with our kids on those days 
when it’s needed For some of our neighborhood kids, it’s a bit more in-
tentional than that. With friends and family, sometimes they need a place 
for their kids to hang out after school or on vacation days while the par-
ents are at work. For others, they come from homes that do not have electricity so they come to our yard for 
our lights in the evening so they can study and do homework. No matter what the reason is that brings our 
neighborhood kids to our home, we love having the chance to be a part of their lives and have an influence on 
their lives. These kids learn right alongside of our kids the love that the Father has for them and the hope that 
comes through faith in Jesus. 
One of the biggest community out-
reach programs we have is our annual 
summer camp program. MSPC partici-
pates in this camp. Of course we had 
to miss it last year, and 2021 is still a 
question, but generally we have a big 
week of day camp open to as many of 
the community kids as we can fit into our yard. Generally there are around 300 in attendance. It is a week of 
fun, games and food. But it is also a week of Bible lessons, life lessons and activities to share the Gospel with 
them and help them grow in their walk with Jesus. It is by far the highlight of the year!  

So, you can see, the ministry of the HOH has and continues to touch many lives. This work is only possible be-
cause our Father is so faithful in providing us with what we need to keep the work going. And this is what you 
are part of. You, our partners, are such an important part of the equation, and we want you to know how 
much we appreciate everything you do for us. Together, we are blessed to have the chance to bring healing, 
hope and life to many children and youth in our corner of Haiti. 



Terry Rodriguez 
Janet Lilly      

Clerk of the Session 
Leslie Wallace 

Jose “Pepe”  

Romano 

Will Reich Grace Moore 
Princess        

Mompremier     
Mari Mejia 

Charles McNear Scott MacDonald Marta Lavandier Brian Dille 

Luis Carranza Marcia Cannata Lauren Benton Christine Baldwin  

MSPC Session 2021– Your Session members. Feel free to contact them. 



    Church Family Happenings... By Sue Fox 

 We rejoice in the baptism of Liam Joseph Gearin, son of Will and Nicole Gearin, in our Sanctuary on Sun-
day, February 21st. The Elder assisting Pastor Kim at the baptism was Princess Mompremier. Immedi-
ately following the baptism, Liam and his sister joined Christian Educator Lisa Sullivan in presenting the   
Children's Message. 

 Our February live streaming Services commemorated Black History Month with readings of poetry and 
offering of prayers written by Black authors. Zooming from their homes, members Jack Rodriguez, Craig 
Swanson, Elizabeth Burkins and Princess Mompremier read our morning Scriptures and offered prayers. 

 Our February 21st Lenten program featured the role of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in Puerto Ri-
co in the aftermath of Hurricanes Irma and Maria and the island's recent earthquakes. The major take 
away thought was that while Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is not an emergency first respond-
er, after it arrives, it is there for the long haul and ongoing relief assistance. 

 The good works of the Church continue: Session met on Thursday, February 18th, and announced that 
both the Church and the School have received the second round of PPP forgivable loans.  

 Luis Carranza and Marta Lavandier were appointed co-Chairs of the Communications Committee (and 
welcome new Committee members wishing to join).  

 The next Deacons' meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 24th. 
 MSPC School has welcomed 13 new families this year. 
 Charles McNear did the math and, according to our Food Distribution records, MSPC Ministry teams 

have delivered over 11,800 pounds of food boxes since the Covid 19 epidemic began. Deliveries are 
made by individuals from our Missions, Pastoral Care and Operations committees, Deacons and Elders. 
Recipients include Pass It On Ministries and those in need in our local community. Charles says the dis-
tributions will continue as long as we have support from the various providers with whom we partner. 
(Just this past Saturday evening, 58 nutritious foods boxes, weighing 31 pounds apiece, were delivered 
by the caring volunteers at MSPC.) 

 Janet Lilly, editor or the LIGHT, wants to know what you like, or would like to change, in the LIGHT. 
Please email her at lilly8132@gmail.com with your thoughts.  

 Congratulations to Roger and Louise Palmatier on celebrating their 58th wedding anniversary! 
 Congratulations to Miami Country Day's Girls Varsity Basketball Team (Martha Crossman and Bob and 

Luciene Decker's granddaughter Kristina Godfrey among them) who are District Champions and will go 
to the State Finals in Lakeland this weekend. 

 Happy housewarming wishes are extended to 3 of our members: Sarah Allison (former Deacon, School 
Commission member and Fifty Plus enthusiast) will be enjoying her retirement in Port Orange, FL. Cher-
yl Patella (former Celebrations Team Chair) will be moving to High Springs, FL, where she has purchased 
a 5.6 acre parcel and will grow a few vegetables, reconnect with nature, and continue her career as a 
Personal Trainer, Life Coach and author. David and Christine Peterson have moved just a stone's throw 
up the road to an oceanfront condo in Hallandale Beach, so David will be close enough to continue his     
duties as Deacon and singing in the choir. 

 Did you know that you can add Miami Shores Presbyterian Church as your designated charity when you 
make a purchase on Amazon? Simply use Amazon smile to order and make sure to name MSPC. 

 Our sympathy and prayers are extended to The Georges Family and The Mompremier Family on the 
passing of Reginal Paul on February 17th. 

 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 



 

 

 

 

 

By Melissa Gracey, MSPC Treasurer 

 

Hello from the Commission on Financial Sustainability! 

 

As you know, the Commission on Financial Sustainability was established last year with several goals, including 

combining the church and school finance offices into one entity, getting our arms around the investment 

portfolio and looking at our financials each month. Thanks to the generosity of church members who in-

creased their gifts in 2021, the Paycheck Protection Program loan, gifts from new individuals and families we 

have reached through the livestream, and a good year for our investments, we finished the 2020 in a positive 

financial position. It’s been a long time since this happened and we should all be grateful. The last several 

years we have ended with a deficit and had to tap our reserves to make up the shortfall. 

 

David Kinchen and Steven Silvestro worked very hard to follow all the guidance on the PPP loan, and it has 

been 100% forgiven, which was an important component of why we applied. We are not looking to burden 

our church or future generations with loans, mortgages or other bills that come due later. We anticipate ap-

plying for a second round of PPP money, which will be a tremendous help to the church and the school. 

 

In past years we had a committee of experienced and professional financial advisors who actively managed 

our reserves. We do not have this talent in the session or CFS today and are exploring ways to generate more 

investment income in the future. 

 

As we look ahead to 2021, the Session and CFS are spending a lot of time going through the budgeting process 

and looking at what types of missions we can undertake within the restrictions of Covid safety guidelines, We 

are excited to see the results of the CAT survey and to learn from respondents what missions and outreach 

are the most important, as well as other areas where we should be focusing our time and energy. 

 

 

Our future is bright! 

Melissa 

 

 



Ashes and Prayers -A Success! 

Pastor Kim reported that our Ashes and Prayers 

event on Ash Wednesday was a meaningful and 

popular event this year. 155 containers of Ashes 

were given to grateful participants and many 

prayers were shared in the parking lot by the 

Community Center. 

Lisa Sullivan, Charles McNear, Marta Lavandier 

and Grace Moore all provided prayers with Pastor 

Kim. Information about our church services was 

shared as well. 

Congratulations Pastor Kim! 

In celebration of Pastor Kim's 10 year anniversary in 

the ministry on February 20th, our Diaconate sent 

her an orchid plant.  We wish you the best! 

Pass It On Ministry Donations 

You can make donations of canned goods, peanut 

butter, toiletries, etc. at Mari Mejia’s home; 

575 NE 105th St. 

Miami Shores, FL 

Thank you to all who have donated! 



MSPC School News  
by Anita Stevens, School Director 

 

Thanks to the Miami Shores Police for helping us cross the street safely! We 
enjoyed a day of our Boosterthon Fun Run! Our students ran over 30 laps each 
– most of the classes reached their pledge goal and were able to dress up their 
teacher, who ran in whatever the students dressed them us as! Thanks to our 

PA (for providing snack and lunch), our community, 
families and our amazing students for making this 
even such a success! 

MSPCS finished it’s winter MAP testing and 
showed great progress!! Such outstanding stu-
dents – you rock! 

  

We started our registration for next school year. If 
you, or someone you know are 
looking for an amazing school, filled 
with dedicated staff and students 
that continue to perform well on 
testing, as well as have a strong so-
cial emotional grounding, all within 
a loving Christian environment, this 
is a school for you! We encourage 
you to learn more about our 
school. We are giving in person 
tours. Please call to schedule a tour 
at: Preschool  305-751-5417, Ele-
mentary School 305-759-2548 or 
email us at schools@mspcs.net or 
visit our website at http://
www.mspcs.net/ 



MIAMI SHORES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                                                           

Our vision is to be friends of Christ who share God’s love with each other and the world. 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH CONTINUE TO 
MEET VIRTUALLY! 

Children: Sunday School on Sundays at 10 am 
Youth: Wednesdays at 7 pm: 

Middle School Youth Group: Fridays at 6:30 pm:  
Email Lisa Sullivan for more information and ZOOM links 

at: lisa@mspc.net. 
Children and Youth Choirs-Sundays 1 PM call the church office for more info, 305-754-9541 

March 2021 

March 14 

CAT News 
The Congregation 
Assessment Tool is                       

completed! Now, we 
are waiting for the 
consulting firm that 

created this assessment to send us their analysis 
of your responses. Next, Rev. Geoff McLean, As-
sociate General Presbyter and CAT interpreter, 
will be looking at the data and interpreting it to 
our Session in the near future. These results will 
allow your  Session to begin to think about what 

is next for us at MSPC. 


