
The Light                                  
Our Mission is to be a church of grace and hope where      

everyone Meets, Serves and Praises Christ 

 

Our MSPC School ! 

Students, your Miami Shores Presbyterian Church Family is Proud of YOU! 

“May God give you the desire of your heart, and make all your plans succeed.” 

Psalm 20:4 

         Gabriel            Devin     Mia 

 Adrian  Catalina 
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May 2021 –INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

CAT News  
By Session Elders Brian Dille, Marcia Cannata, and Princess Mompremier         

  
 As many of you know, our church recently used a Congregation As-
sessment Tool (CAT) from Holy Cow consultancy that specializes in as-
sisting churches. The CAT survey was sent to 261 people, and 136 respond-
ed. Thank you, again, to everyone who took the time and care to respond. 
The church’s governing Session, of which we are representative members, has been hard at work in the 
past month learning how to interpret the results of the CAT and discussing how we can use it to help 
our church move forward “from strength to strength,” in the words of Psalm 84.  
 The CAT results are complicated and difficult to interpret. There is good news and bad news. 
Let’s start with the bad news (which, in a sense, contains the kernel of the good news): 
Overall, our church is characterized as having low energy and low satisfaction. Only 36% of our mem-
bers are clearly satisfied with how things are going at MSPC. Obviously, we would prefer that the great 
majority of our members were satisfied and energized. We were instructed that the COVID pandemic is 
probably not to blame for these results, although it might be amplifying them somewhat.  
 The good news is that churches which display this combination—low energy and low satisfac-
tion—are well-positioned to recover. Further good news is that our church already has many strengths, 
and that the CAT results provide us with a roadmap for how we can build on those strengths. We want 
MSPC to be a high energy, high satisfaction church, one that is a source of new meaning and purpose 
for all our members. God is doing a new thing (Isaiah 43:19), and our church is a part of it!  
 What we need to do next is meet as a church to discuss the CAT results in greater detail, in    
order for you to help us, the Session, lead our church in the work of recovery. Here are some of the 
most important areas where we need to have conversations: 
 We need to discuss how we should conduct worship (what kind of music, for instance?) 

 We need to discuss the best ways for our leadership and the church-at-large to make decisions 

 We need to discuss ways to create more opportunities for people to form meaningful relationships  
We are planning a series of meetings, which will begin during our usual Zoom coffee hour on May 16th. 
Some of the work of responding to the CAT results is going to dovetail with the work that our transition 
team is doing (which you can read more about on page 4 in this issue). As a Presbyterian Church it is up 
to us-the members-to answer the questions about our identity. 
 When we studied the book Quietly Courageous together a couple of years ago, we learned that 
this is a challenging time for all churches. However, as our fellow Session member Charles McNear is 
fond of saying: "our church is alive!" Our job is to be faithful to God and to His church, and we look   
forward to working with you in that endeavor. 
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Pastor’s Page with Pastor Kim 

  Divine Connections 
 

Friends, 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. If you didn’t get to hear a wonderful message by one of our 
very own mental health experts, Dr. James Bradley, on Sunday, May 2nd, let me share with you a very 
special pneumonic device to help you to remember “how to” work towards mental health. Dr. Bradley 
gave us “SEC.”  It stands for Sleep, Exercise, Connect.  

Jesus also points us to the importance of connecting. And, not just with each other, but also with God. 
We hear Jesus tell us, “Abide in me as I abide in you” (John 15: 4). What does it mean for us to abide 
in, or to be connected to, the divine? 

The vine is the source of life – the branches and fruit must be connected to it to grow and thrive. Jesus 
reminds us “apart from me you can do nothing.”  

How do you stay connected to God? How do you cultivate your relationship with, your connection to, 
and your awareness of God?  

Overtime, over the last two thousand years, Christians have developed different spiritual practices, to 
cultivate this awareness of and connection to God. Jesus taught us the basics, like how to pray. These 
practices are called spiritual disciplines.    

Spiritual disciplines are habits, practices, and experiences that are designed to develop, grow, and 
strengthen certain qualities of spirit — to build the “muscles” of one's character and expand the 
breadth of one's inner life. They structure the “workouts” which train the soul. They help us to con-
nect to the Holy Spirit, to God, and to Jesus. 

In the book, Celebration of Discipline, Richard Foster, sep-
arates the disciplines as: (1) meditation, (2) prayer, (3) 
fasting, (4) study, (5) simplicity, (6) solitude, (7) submis-
sion, (8) service, (9) confession, (10) worship, (11) guid-
ance, and (12) celebration. There are many ways to look at 
and present the disciplines, but Foster gives us one frame-
work to use and organize these disciplines. 

What disciplines are part of your daily, weekly, monthly, 
or yearly practices that help you with your connection to 
God? 

And, what does it mean to be a branch that is connected to this great vine? What happens when we 
practice our spiritual disciplines? What happens when we abide in God?  

We produce some juicy fruit of the spirit – LOVE. 

 

Pastor Kim 



Update from Our MSPC  

Transition Team 
 

 

The MSPC Transition Team was created last year as part of the Leadership Task Force which was created by 
Pastor Dennis before he retired. The Team's mission, with the aid of the Presbytery, is to asses our current 

ministries, survey the congregation, gain knowledge of our neighborhood, ask how God is already at work in 
our neighborhood, and ask/vision with God how the gifts of our church can meet the needs and share God's 

love with our neighbors. We want to give MSPC members an update. 

1. What is a Transitional Pastor? 

 A transitional pastor is not an interim pastor, but is a pastor installed to lead the church through a time 
of transition. There are a number of Transitional Tasks that need to be completed during the transition 
process; Transitional tasks are found in the Committee on Ministry’s Manual. The Committee on  
Ministry (COM) is a committee of the Presbytery of South Florida of which MSPC is a member. 
Some of the transitional tasks include: 

 Discovering a New Identity 

 Commitment to Leadership and a New future 

 Renewing the Spiritual life of the congregation. 

2. Has the PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee) been formed? 

 No, not yet. Permission for forming a PNC is sought through the Committee on Ministry after a      
session visit by COM, and a staff person, who would ascertain how far the church and Transitional 
Pastor have come with fulfilling the transitional goals from the COM manual. 

3. Can Pastor Kim apply to be the Installed Pastor? 

 Yes, transitional pastors may apply and be called to the position. However, a transitional pastor fol-
lows the same application process as an any other applicant. 

 

If you would like more information understanding the transition process, please feel free to contact  Marta 
Lavandier, Scott MacDonald or Terry Rodriguez-MSPC Transition Team. 

In Person Worship Service ,845-930 AM, 

In the Breezeway-Reservations Required 

Online Worship Service Continues at mspc.net, Sundays at 11 AM 

Make your reservation to join us at our outdoor Worship Service at 845 AM 

every Sunday. Call the church office at 305-754-9541. Everyone must have a 

reservation for contact tracing reasons. Masks must be worn and you should 

bring your lawn chairs to sit in. 



Join Our Soft 
Dolls Group 

 Our Soft Dolls group has 
resumed, with masks on, 
meeting  on Wednesday 
mornings, 9AM - 12PM, 

in the   Library and would love to have you join 
them.  

We also say thank you to an anonymous donor who 
has donated a myriad of knitting needles -- 206 of 
them  as a matter of fact -- of all shapes and sizes 
and functions, to the MSPC Prayer Shawl Group, 
ready for use when they re-convene. 

Do you have a Graduate in your life?     
We want to include them in our annual 
“graduation” issue of the JUNE LIGHT. 
We include high school, college, voca-
tional or graduate school students. 
Please email name of student, school 
and after graduation or college plans to 
Janet, at  lilly8132@gmail.com. Include 
a photo of the student. 

Due by May 25. 

 Classes Over Zoom 

All Welcome! 
 

Antiracism class-New Book!-Our book by Jim 
Wallis, an Evangelist 
preacher, is called 
“America’s Original Sin, 
Racism, White Privilege, 
and the Bridge to a New 
America.” The sessions 
begin May 1 at 9AM and 
continue each Saturday 
until July 24 to finish this 
book. To receive the 
electronic information for 
the zoom meeting, you 
should email Diane Shoaf 
shoaf456@bellsouth.net 
 

 
 

Lectionary Class: Discuss 
this week’s Bible lessons 
on Sundays at 10 am with 
John McFeely and Liz 
Burkins.  
Email Carol Wilde 
at: cwilde@mspc.net to 
register and to receive 
the link for the class.  

 
Call the church office at 305-754-9541 if you 

have questions about either class. 

IN PERSON! 

MSPC will welcome All 

Youth to campus May 21 

and 28th for Fire Friday. 

7pm-8pm. Bring a lawn chair.  

We are honoring Mental Health Awareness 

month by welcoming MSPC member and Psycholo-

gist, Dr. James Bradley on Zoom for an All Youth 

Group May 19th 7-8pm. All Youth welcome!  

Youth Group pauses, May 30th until Fall 2021. 

VBS, pending Session Approval, Tentative dates for 

VBS are July12-16th  



MAY 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

Every Sunday  

Worship 

 845 AM in per-

son on the lawn 

11AM online at 

mspc.net       

Sundays, 10 AM -

Lectionary Class 

1st & 3rd-      

Sundays 1 PM, 

Children’s Choir               

2nd & 4th Sundays 

1 PM, Youth 

Choir 

To view our online services go to mspc.net 

and click on the link or check out our 

YouTube channel.  

Happy birthday 

to all our May 

birthdays! 

Session, 7 PM 

Worship-   

845 AM-In 

person on the 

lawn, reserva-

tions needed 

11 AM- online 

Worship-   

845 AM-In 

person on the 

lawn, reserva-

tions needed 

11 AM- online 

Worship-   

845 AM-In 

person on the 

lawn, reserva-

tions needed 

11 AM- online 

National Day of 

Prayer 

Worship-   

845  & 11 AM 

High School 

Youth-7 PM Middle School 

Youth-630 PM 

High School 

Youth-7 PM 

High School 

Youth-7 PM 

IN PERSON-

High School 

Youth-7 PM 

Last before sum-

mer break 

Middle School 

Youth-630 PM 

IN PERSON-

Middle School 

Youth-630 PM 

Last before sum-

mer break 

Middle School 

Youth-630 PM 

Middle School 

Youth-630 PM 

Communica-

tions-730 PM 

School Com-

mission-7 PM 

Worship, 6 PM 

Pastoral Care, 7PM 

Missions, 7PM 

Comm. For Finan-

cial Sustainability, 

6 PM 

Tech, Operations, 

Property, 7 PM 

Family Ministries, 1215 PM 

Adult Christian 

Ed, 7 PM 

Summer Break for Youth Groups and    

Children’s Sunday School begins after May 

30. We will resume at the end of  August. 

Enjoy your summer! 



 

 

 

 

My Interview with David Kinchen About                                            
Our Livestream Worship 

David Kinchen offers us a behind the scenes look at how MSPC, Wally      
Rodriguez, Jack Rodriguez and others evolved our livestream worship dur-
ing Covid by utilizing our space and the internet to go beyond the walls 
for worship. To give glory, all honor and power to God.  

What surprised you about Livestream? 

It’s a ton of work! But also a ton of fun to do! We’ve been livestreaming the in-person 11am services for a num-
ber of years and had it down pat. It was a mostly a passive venture, capturing what was happening for those 
who couldn’t be there in person. When we shifted to a livestream-only service, the entire process began to 
evolve. The team began to evaluate the service almost weekly trying to figure out how to deliver the best expe-
rience to a congregation that had been shut out of their worship space, as well as reach a wider audience look-
ing to find a worship experience. We still do. 

 How has it worked? 

There were many hiccups along the way but the final product, in my opinion, is so much better. Our focus has 
gone from passively following the action to striving to move worship, and the feeling of participation, to wher-
ever it’s being watched. While it isn’t “in-person,” in many ways it’s more personal. The cameras allow us to get 
close to each of the worship leaders; that’s a vantage point that you don’t get sitting in the pews. 

When you're "behind the scenes,” do you also feel a sense of worship? 

Absolutely! Admittedly, when we’re recording live there are many things happening behind the cameras. It’s 
hectic, sometimes comically chaotic, but I always seem to find myself in “worship.” Usually it’s a song that grabs 
me, or somewhere in the sermon that I’ll find myself robotically doing the technician part, but totally focused 
on worship. 

What would you change? What should remain?  

That’s a hard question. I’ve struggled with this from the beginning. I like that our worship has become more up-
beat and tightly paced. That’s the benefit of being able to stage things that are out of the camera’s view. I think 
the tenor of the service translates universally to whatever we do in the future, but I wonder if the return to in-
person worship in the sanctuary will lead to a new model for the church. Perhaps even two services, one live 
and one recorded. What I love is that we are blessed with so much opportunity—to try new things, to learn and 
to create more opportunity to be in community with Christ. 

In an age of rapidly integrated technology, from business to now worship, how is MSPC's Livestream keeping 
step while also retaining a sense of the spirit, the divine and humanity in the process?  

Technology is just a tool. For business it’s used to make money. For church worship, especially in this time of 
COVID, it’s a way to nourish our congregation when they can’t be in the worship spaces they are used to. More 
importantly though, it’s a way to reach Christians and those who are looking, where they are. Churches can be 
intimidating to walk into. Our sanctuary, beautiful to those of us who regularly walk through the glass doors, is 
probably like that to most people as well. This is a great tool to tell people who we are, what we believe, and to 
welcome them to join us wherever they are and however they can. Thanks David, Wally, and all our volunteers! 

By Lisa Sullivan 



 

 The enthusiasm of Easter Week Services remains in our spirits and in our Church live streaming: Dr. Cece Armstrong of 
Charleston, SC, delivered our message on April 11th and on April 18th we remembered Earth Day. 

 If you attended the 8:45 Prayer Services, you know the happiness of seeing old friends in person and worshiping in in 
the cool, crisp outdoors. When our regular 845 AM Worship Services resumed on the 18th, we moved into the Breeze-
way (appropriately named) and enjoyed a gentle breeze blowing through the open corridor. A word of appreciation 
needs to be said for our in-house musicians Sandy MacDonnell on guitar and MCDS 8th-grader Ellie Merrill on flute, 
providing instrumental backup and solos at our Services. 

 Presbyterian Women Book Club will meet, with masks on, in the Library on Thursday morning, May 13th, 9AM to re-
view "No One is Too Small to Make a Difference" by Greta Thunberg. Call Lorraine Souto (305 710-3022) if you plan to 
attend. 

 Congratulations to junior Sabrina Morata and freshman Valeria Mejia, members of Miami Country Day's Girls Varsity 
Water Polo Team who won the District Championship on March 24th. And additional congratulations to Sabrina Mora-
ta who was a finalist in the New York Times Photo Essay Contest for her submission, "A True Depiction of Democracy".  

 Jerome and Tabitha Charles, Taegan and Caera, spent Easter week in Charleston, SC, attending the wedding of Tabi-
tha's niece Shayne Polley and John Kirsh at Magnolia Plantation & Gardens. Caera served as one of her cousin's brides-
maids. 

 Shout outs go to Nora Tenney who celebrated her 75th birthday with a block party cookout masterminded by Bill, and 
to Milton and Grace Moore who celebrated their 43rd anniversary in mid-April. 

 Ross Johnston was re-elected to Quayside Tower I Board of Directors for a one-year term and will serve as Vice Presi-
dent of the Board.  

 Congratulations to Sandra Harris, newly-elected Mayor of Miami Shores. Serving on the Village Council for the remain-
ing 2 years of her term is Alice Burch. At the April 20th meeting, Stephen Loffredo, who is stepping down from the 
Council, was recognized for 20 years of service as a Councilman. 

 Our sympathy and prayers are extended to Lois Wells and Thom and Jennifer Timko, Bella and Honor, on the passing of 
Lois' brother Tim on Saturday, April 3rd. 

 And our sympathy and prayers are extended to Milton and Grace Moore on the passing of Grace's cousin Narine 
"Buddy" Persaud in New York, on Friday, April 23rd. 

 Dr. Ronald Block passed away on Friday, March 26th. Ron worshipped at the 11:00 Service and was a Fifty Plus & Minus 
regular. His memorial service will be held at a later date. Our sympathy and prayers go out to his daughters Alison and 
Kristin and his grandchildren Juliette and Alessandro. 

 Tom Leonard passed away on Saturday, March 27th. A member for 45 year, Tom served as Elder, Living Nativity Chair, 
and extra pair of helping hands wherever needed. Tom's life was remembered with a socially-distanced walk-through 
receiving line in our Breezeway on Thursday evening, April 1st. Our sympathy and prayers are extended to his wife Bek-
ky, children Amy, Patrick and Samantha, Stephen and Allison, Karen and Ryan, and granddaughters Charlotte, Lauren, 
Georgia, Hannah and Hailey. 

 Robert Rose passed away on Thursday, April 8th, at the age of 90. Bob and Pat were married in our Church in 1958, and 
their 4 children grew up at MSPC. Bob served numerous terms as a Deacon and an Elder, and, through the years if ever 
there were a class, a committee, or a project, chances are one (or more) of The Rose Family was part of it. Our sympa-
thy and prayers are extended to his wife Pat and children Robert Jr., Petra and James Sims, Debbie and Peggy. 

 Sid Reese passed away on Monday, April 26th. Before moving to Central Florida, Sid was a longtime, active member of 
our congregation in all phases of Church life from minor repairs to our campus (and the homes of members in need) to 
Elder, to Wednesday Morning Bible Study leader, to Caesar in the Living Nativity, to filling in in the Sunday pulpit when 
needed. Our sympathy and prayers are extended to his family.  

Happy Mother’s Day and Remember Our Veterans on Memorial Day 

CHURCH FAMILY HAPPENINGS BY SUE FOX 



MSPC School News 
Anita Stevens, Director 

Spring is here, and change is all around! Our Fifth Grade class has grown up before our eyes! We are so proud 

of these MSPCS graduates-Gabriel Cowen, Devin Cuson, Mia Rottigni, Adrian Sanchez, and Catalina 

Suniga and we can’t wait to see what they will accomplish as they continue their educations. Go Waves!  

Director Anita Stevens: “I am so proud of our 5th graders! It has been an extraordinary year. Yes, many things 

were different due to COVID, but the flexibility, commitment, and kindness that our 5th graders have shown 

just underscores what we teach and demonstrate to our students. 5th graders - YOU have mastered these 

things and more. This, coupled with the wonderful education you have received at MPSCS, demonstrates that 

you are ready for the next big step - middle school. I wish you all the best in your future educational endeav-

ors. I know you are equipped to take on whatever comes your way. MSPCS and I are so very proud of you!” 

Message from our 5th grade teacher Denise Fernandez: “Congratulations to you on all of your achievements.  Your 

hard work, dedication, creativity, collaboration, and perseverance have carried you here.  It is now time to take 

those skills and fly on to the next adventures awaiting you.  You will no doubt represent our school well and 

make a mark wherever you go.  Remain kind and compassionate in your love and service for others.  I can't 

wait to celebrate and rejoice in all your future successes.” 

MSPCS hosted a “STEAM night” where our young scientists experimented with chemical reactions. In ad-

dition to creating enough carbon dioxide to blow up their balloons, they also learned exactly why dropping 

candy into a bottle of soda creates such an exciting reaction! In science class, our young scientists took their 

brilliant minds (and their hand-raised butterflies) outside into our butterfly garden where they took notes on 

their observations. Studying our marvelous natural world is so much fun! 

Our registration drive has been a success! We are looking forward to welcoming a number of new families and 

students to our school community for the 2021-22 school year. A few spaces remain for new students in our 

preschool and elementary school. If you or someone you know are looking for an amazing school, we encour-

age you to learn more about MSPCS.  We are giving in person tours. Please contact us to schedule a tour – 

Preschool: 305-751-5417, Elementary School: 305-759-2548, or email at schools@mspcs.net. Visit our website 

at http://www.mspcs.net/ 



Our Church Is Alive! 

                                   Easter Basket Fun! 

Lisa Sullivan, and volunteers, created 

75 MSPC Easter baskets that parents 

could pick up in a drive thru method 

before Easter to give to their children. 

Some baskets were saved to be distrib-

uted at the Easter Prayer Services. 

MSPC also gave 51+  Easter goodie 

bags to the preschool and all MSPCS 

teachers!  

 

Pass It On Ministry  

Donations Needed 

You can make donations of canned goods, peanut but-

ter, toiletries, etc. at Mari Mejia’s home; 

575 NE 105th St. 

Miami Shores, FL 

Thank you to all who have donated! 

Lenten Challenge a Success! 
MSPC’s Lenten Challenge was to collect school sup-

plies for three local elementary schools to be distribut-

ed to our local students. MSPC and our school families 

donated many supplies! Thank you to all who donated! 

Here is what we received: 

Lenten Challenge 

Composition Books-qty 30 

Glue sticks -qty 113 

Loose leaf Paper -qty 50 packs 

Pencil Sharpeners- qty 5 

Spiral Notebooks= Qty 55 

Folders- Qty 60 

Colored Pencil packs- qty 20 

Crayons- qty 181 boxes 

Eraser qty 340 

Pencils- Qty over 1500 

Pens- qty over 400 

Reading books- 5 



 

 

 

 

         By Melissa Gracey, MSPC Treasurer 

       Investing in Our Future Vitality 

Hello from the Commission on Financial Sustainability! 

 
 We are very lucky to have money in reserves that is invested in stocks. Back in the day, we had talent-
ed investment professionals who were members of the church and protected the church’s assets. Most of 
the reserve funds came from donations and the sale of the manse the church used to own. We’ve been in-
credibly fortunate that even though we use investment returns to balance our budget each year, the value of 
the portfolio has remained relatively stable. 
 
Aside from a few minor changes last year, we have left the investments as-is and because of the healthy 
stock market, we’ve remained in good shape. Anne Paulk, head of the MSPC Foundation and a member of 
the CFS, had reported that the foundation uses a professional money manager to oversee its portfolio. The 
foundation returns were quite impressive last year so we decided to take a look at a similar strategy. 
 
Our Head of Finance Steven Sylvestro recommended the advisor used by his church and we invited the firm 
in to make a presentation. It was a good meeting, and we were impressed with the firm’s measured approach 
and the responses to our questions. Although we will be paying a small amount for active management, we 
think it is worth the additional returns the portfolio will generate. As our tithes and offerings are impacted by 
the pandemic and changing economic climate, making the most of our reserves is important. 
 
The Session agreed with our recommendations and we have 
started the process of engaging BDO Wealth to manage our 
reserves. We are committed to protecting the long-term fu-
ture of MSPC. 
 
The funds that came from donations are often from gifts in 
wills and estates. If you are interested in exploring adding 
the church to your estate, please contact Sheryl Piper. 

 

In Faith,  

Melissa 

Did you know that you can generate donations while shopping at 

no extra cost? Simply start your shopping at http://smile.amazon.com and 

choose Miami Shores  Presbyterian Church as your charity of choice, 

and Amazon Smile will donate a portion of your eligible purchase price to our organization. Thank you! 



MIAMI SHORES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                                                           

Our vision is to be friends of Christ who share God’s love with each other and the world. 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH CONTINUE 
TO MEET VIRTUALLY 

Last day of Sunday School is May 30,  
we will resume in August 

Children: Sunday School on Sundays at 10 am 
Email Lisa Sullivan for more information and ZOOM links 

at: lisa@mspc.net. 
Children and Youth Choirs-Sundays 1 PM call the church 

office for more info, 305-754-9541 
 

May 2021 


