
The Light                                  
Our Mission is to be a church of grace and hope where      

everyone Meets, Serves and Praises Christ 

“This land is your land and this land is my land 

From California to the New York island 

From the redwood forest to the Gulf Stream waters 

This land was made for you and me”…By Woody Guthrie 
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How YOU Can get Involved at MSPC 

 
One of the best ways to get involved at our church is 
to serve as an officer, either an elder or deacon.   

Elders are called to be the spiritual leaders of our 
church. They should be involved in Bible study, and be 
people of prayer. Elders meet on a monthly basis, as 
the Session, with our Pastor to make decisions regard-
ing the church. Many of our church’s committees are 
chaired by Elders. Some of those committees are Op-
erations, Personnel, Finance, and many others. 

Our deacons function as the hands and feet of Christ. In other words, Deacons are called to 
serve. Some of the opportunities for service include feeding the homeless, visiting the sick, and 
coordinating Operation Christmas Child.   

If you know of someone whom you think would make a good Deacon or Elder, please give their 
name to someone on the Nominating Committee. Or maybe you would like to become an of-
ficer of the church yourself. Once again, if that is the case, please give your name to someone 
on the nominating committee. The names of those on the nominating committee are listed be-
low. Once suggestions for officers are received the nominating committee will prayerfully con-
sider all those whose names were submitted, and will provide a slate of officers to be voted up-
on by the entire congregation at our Congregational Meeting in the Fall. 

Please think and pray about those whom you think would make good officers to lead our 
church into the future. This is a most important task.       

Members Nominating Committee Class of 2021 

Christine Baldwin 305-903-5898 (calls & texts welcome) cfb@q2factor.com 

Lauren Benton       labenton3@aol.com 

Stephanie Daniel       steph.f.daniel@gmail.com 

Windy Johnston       bearwindy@aol.com 

Glenda Polycarp        ms.polycarpe@yahoo.com 

Craig Swanson       Craig@printfarm.com 

mailto:cfb@q2factor.com
mailto:labenton3@aol.com
mailto:steph.f.daniel@gmail.com
mailto:bearwindy@aol.com
mailto:ms.polycarpe@yahoo.com
mailto:Craig@printfarm.com
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Pastor’s Page with Pastor Kim   
 

Friends, 

At our June Session meeting, the Elders and I spoke about where we are as a 
church in our transition. Some of you have asked what the time line is for the stra-
tegic plan. 

First, it is true that have been in transition for years as a church. And, something I hear often these 
days is that all churches are in transition. In November 2020, your Session realized that the strategic 
plan is the most important work that we as a church need to be focusing on, and your Elders  - your 
spiritual leaders - committed to taking on the strategic plan that we are currently moving towards 
now. 

Once the Session took on the task of the strategic plan in November 2020, we decided to use the 
Church Assessment Tool. Many of you gave input with the Church Assessment Tool (CAT) in January/
February of 2021. You all, as the congregation, are helping us to set the process. And, your participa-
tion is key! Your feedback allowed us to decipher what areas that we need to focus on next as your 
church leaders. 

And we continue to need your participation in the next stage in the transition. The Session is offering 
several World Café Listening Sessions around (1) building relationships and (2) worship. These two 
things are ones that you all said were important to you and to the life of the church. 

Please join us for one of our remaining two-part Sessions this summer: 

Session 2: July 22 (building relationships) at 10 am, in person (Fellowship Hall) 

July 23 (worship) at 10 am, in person (Fellowship Hall) 

Session 3: July 21 (building relationships) at 7 pm, ZOOM 

July 22 (worship) at 7 pm, ZOOM 

Session 4: August 11 (building relationships) at 7 pm, in person (Fellowship Hall) 

August 12 (worship) at 7 pm, in person (Fellowship Hall) 

Once the Session hears from you all in these listening sessions, we are going to compile everything 
that has been said. The Session will look for common themes and patterns, which will help us discern 
our next steps. And we will be communicating that back to all of you. 

Please know that we are still in Phase 1 of the process. This phase is about is asking: “Who Are We?”  
We are defining out Identity as a church. Phase 2 will ask and answer: “Who Is Our Neighbor”?  And, 
Phase 3 will answer: “What Is Our Call?” 

This is an exciting journey! It can also feel overwhelming and chaotic. But, may we be assured that God 
is with us, leading us with the Spirit. Please pray for the church. Pray for your Spiritual Leaders. And 
pray that God would reveal the soul of MSPC, and that we would discern God’s call on MSPC. 

 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Kim 



 Volunteer Once a Month By Laura Reich 
  
Beloved Friends In Faith,  
Your MSPC Worship Committee is so happy to be worshiping with you in per-
son on Sundays! As we are once again Meeting, Serving and Praising Christ 
in the Sanctuary, we need VOLUNTEERS who are willing to serve as 

GREETERS or as members of the OFFERTORY TEAM on a rotating monthly basis on Sundays at 
the 11:00 a.m. service. Please contact Laura Reich in person before or after worship, or at 954-328-
6878 or laura@reichrodriguez.com to volunteer. Thank you for this service to our Lord and to your 
brothers and sisters in Christ! 
  
In Love, 
  
The MSPC Worship Committee 

Bible Study-All Welcome! 

Lectionary Class: Discuss this week’s Bible lessons on Sundays at 10 am with John 

McFeely and Liz Burkins. Email Carol Wilde at: cwilde@mspc.net to register and to re-

ceive the link for the class. Or Call the church office at 305-754-9541 if you have ques-

tions about our class. 

In Person Worship Service, Sundays,11AM 

Online Worship Service Continues at mspc.net 

No Reservations are necessary, Masks and social distancing are a kindness to all. Child care 

is available during worship on Sundays from 9:30 am -12:15 pm for children.  

Transitional Ministry Column By Pastor Kim 

As MSPC continues in this time of transition, in the middle of a pandemic, it would be helpful for the wider 
church to understand the tasks (or the job description) that was given to me, and the Session, by the Presby-
tery of Tropical Florida, when I said “yes” to the call as Transitional Pastor of MSPC in July 2020.  Each 
month, I will focus on a different task. 

Task for Transitional Pastor: Attention to stewardship/financial matters 

Many of you expressed that attention to stewardship and financial 
matters were important for the church in the Church Assessment Tool 
(CAT). The Presbytery also believes this to be an important task for 
churches in transitional ministry. In January of 2021, during the New Officers Training, Deacons expressed 
their desire to be used more. Laura Reich, Moderator of the Deacons, and I prayed and spoke with the new 
group of Deacons about their role. At the same time, there was a recognized need for a year-long Steward-
ship Campaign, and I had been praying about how to make this a reality. Laura and I discussed the possibil-
ity of the Deacons taking on the Campaign, and she asked the Deacons. They said “yes” with enthusiasm! 
They have been creating a campaign behind closed doors for the last few months, and it is being revealed 
to you now in June! I am so grateful for the Deacons and their G.I.F.T.S.! We are paying attention to stew-
ardship and financial matters at MSPC! Please see page 10 for more Stewardship News. 

mailto:laura@reichrodriguez.com


Meet the Author! 
Wednesday, July 7, 9 AM 
Join our Book Club to review “Dirty Gold” 

written by MSPC’s own Jay Weaver. Jay will 
be joining us to answer any 
questions about this eye-
opening expose on South 

American illegal gold mining 
as an enabler to internation-
al money laundering, with a 
drop-off point right here in 

Miami.  
All are welcome! 

Vacation Bible School! 
July 12th-16th, 9 AM-12 Noon 

Registration is open at https://vbspro.events/p/events/joyful. 

 Or, visit mspc.net. $85 per camper. Entering kindergarten through 5th 
grade. There is an option of early drop off 8:30am.  

Youth and Adult Volunteers are welcome, please email  

  Lisa at lisa@mspc.net Or Princess at Princessmompremier@gmail.com 

Bereavement Support Group-

July 3, 2021, 10 AM 

The First Saturday of Every Month-In the 

Church Library 

After this difficult Pandemic year, we will resume an 
informal gathering to provide a safe, non-judgmental 
place to listen and console. This group will be a place 
where stories are shared and loved ones are remem-
bered and honored. All are welcome.   
As a kindness to all, please: masks and social distanc-
ing. 

You are invited to Our CAT Listening Sessions 
World Café Listening Sessions are offered to our congregation in June, July, and August. 

We will offer two listening sessions back to back, in Fellowship Hall, one will focus 
on building relationships and the other will focus on worship.  

Session 2: 

July 22 (building relationships) at 10 am, in person 

July 23 (worship) at 10 am, in person 

Session 3: 

July 21 (building relationships) at 7 pm, ZOOM 

July 22 (worship) at 7 pm, ZOOM 

Session 4: 

August 11 (building relationships) at 7 pm, in person 

August 12 (worship) at 7 pm, in person 

We would like everyone to participate. 



July 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

To view our 

online         

services go to 

mspc.net  

Every Sunday  

Worship 

 11AM IN 

PERSON and 

online at 

mspc.net    

Child care is 

available during 

Bible Study & 

worship on Sun-

days from 9:30 

am -12:15 pm for 

children up to 

Kindergarten.           

Sundays, 10 AM 

-Lectionary   

Bible Class 

Happy birthday 

to all our July 

birthdays! 
Session, 7 PM 

Worship-11AM 

 In person & 

online 

10 AM –

Lectionary 

Class 

Worship- 11 AM 

10 AM-

Lectionary Class 

Worship-11 AM 

10 AM-

Lectionary Class 

Worship-11 AM 

10 AM-

Lectionary Class 

School Com-

mission-7 PM 

Worship, 6 PM Pastoral Care, 7PM 

Missions, 7PM 

Tech, Opera-

tions, Property, 

7 PM 

 Christian Ed, 7 

PM 

CAT Listening 

Session 10 AM in 

person                 

7 PM Zoom 

CAT Listening 

Session at 7 PM 

Zoom 

Bereavement 

Group, 10 AM 

CAT Listening 

Session 10 AM in 

person                  

Vacation Bible School, 9-12 

Book Club, 9 

AM 



 

 
 

 A Service of Healing and Contemplative Worship was held Saturday, June 5th, in remembrance of those we 
have lost during this time of the Pandemic and for all our departed loved ones. MSPC welcomed members 
friends and the community, to come and experience peace and wholeness in Christ. Choral serenades, pas-
toral readings,  prayers and silent contemplation filled the Sanctuary.  We were invited to the altar to light 
candles in commemoration and prayer for those who are forever alive within our hearts. "The service was 
such a blessing to me” related a Church member, echoing shared sentiments of gratitude.   

 Session has voted to allow drinks, no food, on campus. So look for coffee and lemonade in the Breezeway 
after our service on Sunday. They can also be brought to meetings.  

 Our School reports a lovely graduation ceremony for our Fifth grade students in the Sanctuary. The stu-
dents gave eloquent speeches and we are so proud of them in this challenging year! 

 Our first Listening Sessions were held in June and they were a success! All members are asked to attend a 
session and you can see the times on page 5. 

 Marcia Cannata is the new chair of the Christian Ed committee. 
 We will be reinstituting the Prayer Partners- members who wear a red carnation and pray with you after 

services. See Charles McNear if you are interested in this ministry. 
 The Congregational Meeting will be held October 24, 2021, Sunday, to elect new Session Elders, Deacons 

and Lay members of the Nominating Committee. 
 Look for “A Walk in the Garden”, a CD available for a $5 donation after services created by our musicians. 
 An interesting, did-you-know fact was sent to us by a regular reader of The Light: The MP Moller Organ in 

our Sanctuary is a "sister instrument" to the organ at the Cathedral of Mary Our Queen in Baltimore, MD. 
 Our second Thursday of the month Book Club (formerly known as Presbyterian Women's Book Club) has 

gone non-gender specific, and at our June meeting we welcomed our first male members. So, ladies AND 
gentlemen, feel free to join us July 7th, Wednesday, 9:00 A.M., in the Library to review “Dirty Gold,” co-
authored by MSPC's Jay Weaver. Jay will be joining us to answer any questions about this eye-opening ex-
pose on South American illegal gold mining as an enabler to international money laundering, with a drop-
off point right here in Miami. And, he may even sign a Title Page or 2, if requested. 

 We recently caught up with Sharon Wallen and discovered that she retired in 2019, after 32 years with Mi-
ami-Dade County Public Schools as a teacher of the Gifted, Curriculum Support Specialist and Reading 
Coach, most recently at Spanish Lake Elementary School. Not one to let grass grow under her feet, in her 
retirement time Sharon has written a book on gratefulness. 

 It was a job well done for Bill Tenney, who recently completed his 2-year term as President of the Women's 
Cancer Association of the University of Miami. (The WCA is the parent organization of the Heidi Hewes 
Chapter, known for its popular "Holiday Walk" fundraiser in Miami Shores every December.) Two years ago 
WCA helped Sylvester Cancer Center achieve National Institute of Health's Status of Designation, with a 
pledge of $1M. 

 Passing the chores of lawn care and exterior maintenance down to the next generation, Karen Boyd has 
relocated to an apartment in Miami Lakes, selling her town home to daughter Donna, Jon, and one-year-
old Rebecca; Stephen and Diane Loffredo have relocated to a condominium in Miami Shores, with son Mi-
chael, Catherine and baby Morgan living at The Loffredo residence. Happy housewarming to all! 

 Happy days of retirement to Marnie Allen and Gordon Moyer. 
 Best Wishes to Elder Brian Dille who has relocated to Atlanta. We will miss you! 

We extend our prayers and sympathy: 
 To Thom and Jennifer Timko, Bella and Honor, on the passing of Jennifer's uncle Dr. John Kathe.  
 To Stephen and Diane Loffredo on the passing of Diane's cousin Richard Jones on June 5th. 
 To  Heriberto Castro (our organist)  on the passing of his father on Sunday, June 13th. 

Happy Independence Day! 

CHURCH FAMILY HAPPENINGS BY SUE FOX 



 

 

 

 

Hello Church Friends! 
 
It’s been so nice to see people in person since we’ve been gathering in the breezeway and now in-
side. It feels like the worst of COVID might be behind us, thank God. 
 
Although we are conducting one live service in the Sanctuary for the next few months, you may 
have noticed activity taking place at the McArthur Chapel. Our chapel was built in 1965 by James N. 
McArthur in honor of his mother. A long-planned project is finally underway. 
 
In early 2020, Anne Paulk approached the McArthur family of-
fice to gauge the interest of the three grandchildren in paying 
for some much-needed repairs to the chapel roof and steeple. 
They graciously said yes and sent money exclusively for the 
projects. Then COVID hit. 
 
Anyone who took on a home improvement project during the 
pandemic knows how challenging it has been to find a contrac-
tor. David worked relentlessly to find someone reputable and 
responsive and finally found success. 
 
The project includes replacing rotted wood and moldings in the 
roof and steeple, repairing the facia, columns and interior, and 
painting the building. Once the work is done, the whole build-
ing will be tented for termites. 
 
Our beloved little chapel had seen better days but it will be 
good as new once this project is completed. 
 
We’re grateful to Anne for taking the first step and to the 
McArthur grandchildren for providing the funds. Special shout-
out to David for all his work on this project. 
 
We hope our financial situation improves and that we can catch up on other maintenance projects 
that have been deferred. Of course, if you’d like to underwrite any major projects, we’d love to hear 
from you and to move them to the top of the list! 
 
Melissa 

Faith and Finances 
 

 

 By Melissa Gracey, MSPC Treasurer 



 

 

 

What a wonderful school year at MSPCS! Our fifth graders have grad-

uated and leave for middle school with all of our love! We were so 

blessed to be part of their educational journey and to celebrate with 

some of them in Sunday worship on June 1. 

  

 

  

Our returning students are also happy that summer break is here! They celebrated with end-

of-year parties! 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

  

MSPCS’ elementary and 

preschool summer 

camps are enrolling 

now. More information 

on page 10. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, a limited number of spaces remain for new students in our preschool and elementary 

school.  If you or someone you know are looking for an amazing school, we encourage you 

to schedule a tour of our campus  – Preschool: 305-751-5417, Elementary School: 305-759-

2548, or email at schools@mspcs.net. Visit our website at http://www.mspcs.net/ 

MSPC School News 

By Laura  Reich    

mailto:schools@mspcs.net
http://www.mspcs.net/


Nikolas Platon, son of 
Juliana Ubiñas and Ted 
Platon, graduated from 
MAST Academy Cum 
Laude. He will be 
attending FIU School of 
Engineering Honors 
Program. 

 

Liv Ferguson, grand-

daughter of Edith 

Trowers, graduated 

from Carroll High 

school, Southlake, 

Texas. She will be 

attending American 

University in Wash-

ington, D.C. major-

ing in Journalism. 

Dear Friends-in-Christ, 

Our church family has been blessed with so many GIFTS!  
We have our beautiful worship spaces, our faithful pastor 
and staff, and our dedicated volunteers. During the school 
year and Vacation Bible School week, the campus rings with the joy of the children entrusted to our care.  
We are blessed with music, ministries, and mission.   

Perhaps most importantly, we have each other. As a church family, we support and challenge each other.  
We celebrate and worship together. We lean on each other when we feel vulnerable, and we reach out to 
each other when we have GIFTS to give.   

It is time once again to take stock of the blessings we have received and the blessings we can share with oth-
er. The MSPC Deacons invite you to join us this year in considering our “G.I.F.T.S – Growing In Faith Through 
Stewardship.”  We are so excited to share personal stories with you from MSPC members about the growth 
of their faith. We will also show you where and how your financial support of MSPC is having a big impact 
and helping others deepen their relationship with God and with each other. Keep watching – exciting things 
are happening here! 

In Faith, Love, and Stewardship, The MSPC Deacons 

Stewardship Corner By Bill Tenney, Deacon 

In 1964, at the age of 27, I was baptized in the Methodist Church in downtown Miami. This was a 

new experience for me because I had never belonged to a church before. At the end of that year, I 

was so pleased and so happy that I vowed to make the church an important part of my life. This I 

did, and this I have continued to do. 

Now, over 50 years later, I am a proud, 27 year member of Miami Shores Presbyterian Church. I 

support our Church through my time, talents and financially. I hope and pray that I am an example of 

what can be accomplished if we trust God, and draw closer to Him through the giving of ourselves 

and our resources to the church. You will be surprised by what God will do for you. 



 

It's time for our annual update of our records.  

Thank you for your assistance!         

 Please send in your form even if there have been no changes. 

MSPC 2021 Information Update Form 

PRINT the following information- 

Last Name_________________________________________     Church Member ___Visitor___   

First Name_________________________________________ Date of Birth_____-_____-__________ 

Preferred Phone ____________________________________ 

EMail______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Spouse Last Name_____________________________________ Church Member ___Visitor___  

First Name_____________________________________ Date of Birth_____-_____-__________ 

Preferred Phone _______________________E Mail_____________________________________                                           

Names of Children (+ date of birth) living with you or at college (include their phone/email if you wish)  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Case of Emergency Please provide us with a name and phone number of someone we could contact  

(Not living with you)  __________________________________________________________________    

I would like to receive the LIGHT via email (please add email)___________________________________                            

I would like more information about joining MSPC_______ 

Drop Off or Send to: Miami Shores Presbyterian Church, 

602 NE 96th Street, Miami Shores, Florida 33138 



MIAMI SHORES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                                                           

Our vision is to be friends of Christ who share God’s love with each other and the world. 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH are  
on Summer Break 

Sunday School, Youth Group and Youth Choirs  
will resume at the end of August 

 

July 2021 

Did you know that you 

can generate donations to MSPC 
while shopping at no extra cost? Simply start your 
shopping at http://smile.amazon.com and choose 
Miami Shores  Presbyterian Church as your charity of 
choice, and Amazon Smile will donate a portion of 
your eligible purchase price to our organization. 
Thank you! 


