The Light
Our Mission is to be a church of grace and hope where
everyone Meets, Serves and Praises Christ

Church Wide Groups for All!
Hey MSPC! Are you ready to read and share thoughts and feelings and learn to be better Christians all at the same time?
Starting over the two week period, 9/19-10/2, we will begin
our small group sessions on the book of In Defense of
Kindness! These groups will meet twice a month, for approximately one hour, to cover one chapter in the book and for us
to build relationships with each other. You can pick which day
of the week and time will work for you. We have tried to set
up a variety of times. Your choice of groups are as follows:
Sunday morning 9AM
Sunday Noon after church
Tuesday morning 10:00 AM
Wednesday morning 7:30 AM will remain on zoom
Wednesday noon (bring your own lunch!)
Wednesday evening 7:00 PM

The meetings will be held on Zoom if COVID Act Now for Miami-Dade County is still magenta, but when it becomes red or
better the MSPC campus will open up if the group wants to
gather at the church, or stay on zoom, or wherever the group decides to meet. We hope these groups
will encourage building of relationships, have some fun and learn new ways of kindness to show our
love in Christ.
There will be a link to sign up electronically from MSPC.net or email Marcia Cannata at
https://tinyurl.com/tu4s33b8, or text or call to 305 733-5844. Leave a message if there is no answer
and you will receive a call back. You can get books from Marcia as well, the cost is $14 each.
We look forward to seeing you in our book study!
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Pastor’s Page with Pastor Kim
A Hug Can Make a Difference
“You forgot something.” She said.
“I forgot something?” I asked.
“Yes, Pastor Kim, you forgot your hug” she said. This week I met the new group of
kindergartners that I will be teaching Bible to for the year.
I was saying good-bye at the very end of my first class with the students, and one little girl raised her
hand. When I called on her, she told me, “My mom said I could give someone a hug today if I want to.”
I acknowledged that I heard her.

I led them in a prayer and started to say good-bye. That’s when this little girl reminded me that I had
forgotten my hug. She stood up from her desk and came over to me and gave me the biggest hug.
Next thing I knew, children were coming forward, one-by-one, giving me a hug. Not all of them came
forward. But, I would say about 6 or 7 of them. This was the first time I had met some of these little
ones.
And, can I tell you the joy that this little girl brought me all day?!It’s amazing how the simplest, kind
act, like receiving a hug from a place of appreciation and love, changed my day. This child truly
changed my day.
When I think of the profound influence of a simple act like a hug, it makes me pause deeply to think
about a big act of lovingkindness, much like Ruth’s selfless acts of risking her life to help and accompanying Naomi.
What is lovingkindness? In Hebrew, the word lovingkindness is hesed. I want to share with you the understanding of hesed, or lovingkindness, as written in the JPS Bible Commentary on the Book of Ruth.
It states: “Hesed refers to acts of benevolence that one does out of kindness, not out of any obligation.
Yet, despite its ostensibly selfless nature, a particular act of goodness, or hesed, often sets up an expectation of reciprocation, and this may be the reason for one’s benevolent action; the first action can
set off a chain of good deeds.”
In the Preface of In Defense of Kindness, we hear a great quote from Mr. Rogers on kindness. He says,
“I hope you’re proud of yourself for the times you’ve said “yes,” when all it meant was extra work for
you and was seemingly helpful only to somebody else.”
What if we all lived in a world where we each chose to make kindness our priority?
What if we, as a community of faith, made kindness our priority? How would that change the culture
of our church, and the world around us? What kind of ripple effect would it have?
I think about our youngest children, that we baptize and promise to raise in the faith. And, I wonder,
what kind of ripple effect would it have for them and their whole generation if each of us made kindness our priority…
Be a part of our conversations and change our own culture around kindness! Check out our church
wide book study on In Defense of Kindness on page 2 and join the conversation.

Peace and blessings,

Pastor Kim
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Bereavement
Support GroupSeptember 11- 10 AM
In the Church Library

We are again collecting for:
Miami Shores Elementary, Phyllis Ruth Miller Elementary
Hubert O. Sibley K-8 Academy
Our collection happens now until September 5th.
Items requested for donation are: Journals
Composition books- Wide ruled preferred
Expo Markers
Scotch tape
Small individual white boards
(dollar tree has some of these in stock)
Pencils
Hand sanitizers
Clorox wipes
Book bags
You can leave your items in the Tupperware container outside the church office (M-F 9am-noon, 1-5 pm), or have
them mailed to us: 602 NE 96th St., Miami Shores, FL
33138.

This group will be a place where stories are shared
and loved ones are remembered and honored. All
are welcome.
As a kindness to all, please: masks and
social distancing.

Flowers for Our Altar
Each week we enjoy
the flowers on our
church altar whether
we worship virtually or
in person.
The flowers are donated by generous members and you too can
donate by choosing a
week. The flowers can
be donated in memory of or in honor of a loved
one.
Simply call Carol Wilde in the church office to
select your date, 305-754-9541.

Transitional Ministry Column By Pastor Kim
As MSPC continues in this time of transition, in the middle of a
pandemic, it would be helpful for the wider church to understand the tasks (or the job description) that was given to me,
and the Session, by the Presbytery of Tropical Florida, when I
said “yes” to the call as Transitional Pastor of MSPC in July 2020. Each month, I will focus on a different task.
Task for Transitional Pastor: Conflict Management
I have found that we as a church have our preferences and our assumptions. We have our growing edges.
We have our likes and dislikes. Sometimes our likes and dislikes are very strong and create conflict. It is my
role to walk with all of you through this conflict. I pray every day that God guide us to do what God likes.
Pray with me that we would please God as continue to learn how to be church in these days. May God guide
us as we work with and through our conflicts in a loving and kind way.

New Members Class
MSPC will be offering a New Members Class, which
will meet via ZOOM:
Thursdays, 7-8 pm on Sept. 23rd, Sept. 30th, Oct.
7th, Oct. 14th, Oct. 21st, and Oct. 28th.
Email (kim@mspc.net) or call (305)-754-9541 Pastor Kim for the ZOOM link if you are interested.

Calling all
Singers!

Join Our MSPC Adult Small
Groups & Bible Studies
Are you looking for a small group of people to study
the Bible or to grow in your faith? MSPC is currently offering these classes:
Antiracist Book Club: This class, facilitated by Rev.
Diane Shoaf, will begin after
Labor Day and end before
Thanksgiving. Participants will
use a process based on listening to one's heart while reading and a listening circle for
processing what we've read
as a group. The club will meet
on Saturdays 9:00-10:30 am. Our selection
is: Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel
Wilkerson. Email Diane Shoaf
at: shoaf456@bellsouth.net to register and to receive the class link.
Lectionary
Class: The Lectionary
Bible Study will continue on Zoom from
9:30-10:20 to allow
people to travel if they are interested in attending
worship in the sanctuary. Once Miami-Dade County
improves on COVID Act Now to Red from the current Magenta, we will go back to meeting in person
and on zoom from the library from 10:00-10:50.
Please request the zoom link from Carol Wilde in
the office, 305-754-9541, and she will send it out
each week by email listing the Bible passages that
will be read and discussed that week.

Ryan Ellis will be serving
as MSPC’s Temporary Music Director! He will be
overseeing all of our music in worship. He will
also begin, in the capacity that he is able with
COVID, to start practicing with our with our
Adult Choir on Sunday, September 12th.
If we are in the “red” by September 12th, the
Choir can begin to meet and practice with Ryan
in the Sanctuary on Sundays from 9-10 am. If we
are still in the “magenta,” Ryan will be a bit more
creative. If you are interested in joining him
and the Choir, please email the church office
at: mspc@mspc.net.
Children's Choir
(K-5th grade)
Meets 4:30-5:15 pm, on
Mondays, in the Choir
Room, Sept. 20th to
June 5th.

Youth Choir
(6th through 12th
grade)
Meets 5:30-6:30 pm on Mondays in the Choir
Room, Sept. 20th to June 5th.
(Choirs will not meet while MSPCS in on vacation. We will also not meet if MiamiDade County is in "magenta"
on covidactnow.org)
To sign up, or to receive more information,
contact Phil Woodard: pwoodard@mspcs.net

Nominating Committee News
By Christine Baldwin, Chair

BENEFITS OF INVOLVEMENT IN LEADERSHIP
POSITIONS WITHIN MSPC
Please take a moment to hear the positive experiences as paraphrased and quoted from some of our current Elders and Deacons:
“Purpose, Fellowship and Humility.”
“I’ve experienced immense spiritual growth while serving as an elder and am honored to serve Jesus and our
church in this way.”
“Since being an Elder at MSPC for a second term now, I am more incline to work for the church through our
Lord & Savior Jesus Christ. I feel privileged to share my joy and concerns when necessary. I hope to make a
difference by working in close proximity with other fellow Elders and the Minister.“
“I like my involvement in helping the church grow and attract new members.”
“Great opportunity to listen to other voices and get to know others.”
“I am getting to do God’s work.”
“It has allowed me to realize and appreciate what it takes to keep such a large church and property going.”
“It has given me patience and understanding.”

“… I was feeling overwhelming lonely. I know God had answered by prayers and I was ready to serve and have
been more involved with the Church ever since. My gift is serving. I do not sing or preach, but my Mom’s love
to help others was contagious and something I really love doing.”
“I have received more than I have given.”
“It gave me the privilege to serve others.”
“Being an active member of the church in this way has been a great experience.”
“I don’t know how I would have gotten through what I went through recently without the foundation of my
time as a church member, Deacon and Elder.”
“I’ve been able to meet more brothers and sisters and get to know them on a deeper level. This has both created new friendships but also a higher affinity towards the church as I see how much they love it and serve it.”
“It has also helped me be more connected beyond Sundays and be able to disconnect from work and connect
with something bigger than ourselves!”
“I like the exposure to bible study in a reflective way, I did not have previous experience with that.”
In closing, quoting one of our Deacons, “Leadership is not always easy but God will be guiding you. You will
work with others. You will help our church fulfill its mission. You will help our church find ways to reach out to
others to comfort and teach God’s word! What noble and necessary work!!”
Please contact a Nominating Committee member with your candidates or consider self-nomination.
Christine Baldwin 305-903-5898, or cfb@q2factor.com, Lauren Benton-labenton3@aol.com, Stephanie Daniel
at steph.f.daniel@gmail.com, GlendaPolycarp at ms.polycarpe@yahoo.com and Craig Swanson at
Craig@printfarm.com

CHURCH FAMILY HAPPENINGS BY SUE FOX




















We rejoice in the baptism of 7-month-old Tristan Georges, son of Wednell Georges and Fleur Brown, in our
Sanctuary on Sunday, August 29th. Princess Monpierre was the Elder assisting Pastor Kim.
During our August 11:00 Worship Services, Pastor Kim completed the "God and Our Inner Child" Sermon
Series, covering the topics of "Addiction" and "Boundaries", and began a series on "Kindness" with the story of Ruth and Naomi. On August 8th we welcomed to the pulpit Dr. Jorge Sayago Gonzalez whose message was "Connected to One Another". On August 22nd a short video introduced us to the 23 teachers and
staff of MSPCS, and on August 29th we welcomed Randy Ellis as the newly-appointed Temporary Director
of Music.
Liturgists this month included Luis Carranza, Craig Swanson, Laura Reich, Terry Rodriguez and Daniel Thorogood. Special music by members included Joanne Kerbaway, Scott MacDonald and Suzy Wolfe, and Ann
Albright, Carol Elkins-Benson and Elizabeth Burkins.
Session met on Thursday, August 19th, and the Diaconate met on Monday, August 23rd.
If you haven't yet checked out the website suggested by our COVID Task Force, covidactnow.org, you'll find
it very quick and easy to use, with 2 colored maps showing vaccination progress and risk levels all on its
home page, no extra clicks on an icon needed. The message from our task force is on page 12.
It was nice connecting with Jenny Reitz during our recent Antiracist Book Club Series. Jenny now lives in
Manitoba, Canada, but is still very much affiliated with the House of Hope in Haiti.
MSPC's late summer vacationers include Stephen and Diane Loffredo on a family trip up the Southern
Coast to Amelia Island and other barrier islands; Bill and Nora Tenney visiting friends and relatives in Brunswick, GA, Myrtle Beach, SC, and Charlotte, NC; Elizabeth Barrie to Tennessee; Martha Crossman to Midlothian, VA, and Chris Bellows and Anne Bellows enjoying the majestic scenery in and around Ennis, Montana. Stuart and Janet Lilly enjoyed a family reunion in Seattle, WA and a family wedding in San Diego, CA.
Hats off to Bill and Nora Tenney who are going green and helping save the planet by switching to an electric vehicle!
A memorial service was held in our Sanctuary on August 7th for Dudley Wells, who died on August 23rd of
last year at the age of 83. Once again, our sympathy and prayers are extended to Lois Wells, Thom, Jennifer, Bella and Honor Timko, and Dudley's family on his passing.
We were saddened by the passing of Kathy Lance on Tuesday, August 3rd. Since the early 1970's Jerry and
Kathy have been extremely active in all phases of Church life, especially Mariners (an adult dinner group),
and Kathy was a founding member of Presbyterian Women's Circle 8. Kathy's memorial service was held in
our Sanctuary on Saturday, August 28th. Our sympathy and prayers are extended to her husband Jerry and
children Shawn and Elizabeth Lance and Shannon and Michael Bruno, and to Kathy's 5 grandchildren.
Lorraine Souto, who leads our book club, reports that the July event was especially nice as the author of
the monthly book Dirty Gold was Jay Weaver, our own MSPC member! Jay told the group how his recently
published book, Dirty Gold, grew out of a series of articles he wrote regarding the “informal” mining of
gold in some South American countries. That gold was sold under suspicious and sometimes illegal circumstances in various countries, including the United States. Especially interesting was Jay’s description of the
destruction to the environment of countries like Peru, and the threat to the health of the miners and their
families. Jay discussed how the U.S. criminal justice system works depending heavily on plea bargaining,
cooperation with the authorities, and sentence reductions. At the end of the meeting, Jay did a Dirty Gold
book signing for us. Lorraine reports that it was a privilege hearing from Jay about the true story about an
illegal international business that is five times as lucrative as trafficking cocaine. We appreciate Jay taking
time out of his busy schedule to speak to our group.
Presbyterian Book Club invites you to join us to review Imperfect Union by Stephen Inskeep, on Thursday,
September 9th, 9:00 a.m., In the Library. Please check with the Church office the day prior to make certain
the campus is open.
Happy Labor Day!

By Melissa Gracey, MSPC Treasurer

Faith and Finances
MSPC Endowment and Investments

Hello Church Friends!
I wanted to update everyone on our quest to
maximize returns on our reserves. As I mentioned
in a column a few months ago, the CFS
(Commission for Financial Sustainability) took a
recommendation to Session to move our investments to active management. In the past we had
a committee of members who were professional
money managers. They put us in a strong position
and our reserves have remained stable for the last
10+ years, even as we have had to take money to
balance the books almost every year. Today we
do not have the resources in the church to manage the funds with the attention they used to receive. Returns are more important than ever as the
needs of the church grow.
The MSPC Foundation, which is a separate entity from the church, is mostly designated for scholarships and school programs. The Foundation’s board uses active management and has earned
strong returns for the last few years. Anne Paulk, head of the Foundation and a CFS member, told
us about their positive experiences and the financial results. We realized that we were missing an
opportunity
After casting about for recommendations, we interviewed an advisor from BDO Wealth, the firm
that manages reserves for our Head of Finance Steven Sylvestro’s church. The results for the last
few years were an improvement over our passive approach. In addition, we were given a friends
and family rate that was very favorable.
The first step was rebalancing the investments and moving them into asset classes that are selected to generate stronger returns over time. We also carved out a small cash base that would cover
us if we had a pledges and gifts shortfall that would impact payroll. We did not want to have to sell
any assets at an inopportune time.
We will continue to closely monitor our returns and believe this will be a good move for the church
in the long run. Our predecessors put us in a solid position and we are committed to protecting it.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

Melissa

Stewardship Corner
By Marlene Whitaker, Deacon

Hello everyone!
Let me start by introducing myself to those that don't know me and by giving a warm "hello!" to those
that do. My name is Marlene Whitaker. I am a member of MSPC, was baptized at MSPC, and am
honored to serve as a Deacon at MSPC. I love our church and even more so, our church family,
which brings our church alive! Walking into our sanctuary brings great joy to me because of so many
warm, beautiful, and loving things. Amongst them, and
most importantly on the list, are the smiling faces I encounter when seeing my church family and friends. Other
things that bring joy is the music we hear, flowers on the
altar, comfortable pews, hymnals, and so much
more. There are so many, I cannot name them all in this
brief message. However, all these things need our support in the form of gifts - "G.I.F.T.S."
G.I.F.T.S stands for Growing In Faith Through Stewardship. The church recently engaged its members with the
“Church Assessment Tool” (CAT) and, as a result, followed up with the World Cafe Listening Sessions. Both
have served in listening to our members to build MSPC
into the church of our desires, both in worship and in relationships within the church. Even if you did not participate, through your stewardship, you can participate by
giving gifts where you see fit. Hopefully, in the future, there may be a list of needs to make directing
our G.I.F.T.S. a bit easier, but for now, please give special G.I.F.T.S. wherever and whenever your
heart feels a need. Example: I miss hearing our FABULOUS organ! I want to give G.I.F.T.S. to get
her repaired and hear her glorious, joyous music again. If we all share our G.I.F.T.S., we will accomplish so much and ensure that MSPC will be protected, grow, and always be a place of love and
Christ-like outreach to one another.
Have a happy and blessed day. Your G.I.F.T.S. are important, just as you are, to MSPC. Please feel
free to contact me at any time for help, support, a prayer, or a hug.
Marlene

Upcoming Dates
September 6-Labor Day
September 11– Bereavement Group,10 AM
September 12-Adult Choir Begins, 9 AM

September 19– In Defense of Kindness
Groups Start

September 20-Children’s Choir, 430 PM
September 20-Youth Choir, 530 PM
September 23– New Member Class, 7 PM
Sundays-Lectionary Class, 930 AM
Saturdays– Anti Racism Book Club, 9 AM
Every Sunday-Worship, 11 AM Online or In
Person

MSPC School News
By Laura Reich
MSPCS welcomes ALL children back to school and
wishes them a safe and educational school year!
The 2021-2021 school year is off to a GREAT
start. Our families and teachers reconnected on August 23 for “Meet the Teacher Night” as friends and
teachers – new and returning – were welcomed
back to school. As always, the first day of school
on August 24 was exciting and a little bit emotional.
.
MSPC continues
to maintain
heightened safety and sanitation
procedures to
protect our precious (and unvaccinated) children ages 6 months to 11 years old (5th Grade) and our dedicated staff.
MSPCS congratulates the Preschool staff
and thanks our families as we were ranked
second among preschools in the Miami area by The Preschool Directory!
A very limited number of spaces remain for
new students in our preschool and elementary school. If you or someone you know are looking for an amazing school, we encourage you to
schedule a tour of our campus – Preschool: 305-751-5417, Elementary School: 305-7592548, or email at schools@mspcs.net. Visit our website at http://www.mspcs.net/

Your MSPC Session Members-To Contact any one of us call the church office at 305-754-9541.



News from the Covid Task Force

The Pandemic storm persists, and we struggle with Pandemic fatigue but we endorse staying the course.
The Session and the COVID Task Force desire to clarify the distinction of worship and other activities. What we affirm and
accept is that that worship is sacred. There are risks associated with Sanctuary worship but the spiritual need is strong.
Magenta (New daily COVID cases greater than 75/100,000):-MSPC campus closes, except for Sunday Worship in the
Sanctuary -Adult, Youth and Children’s Activities meet virtually-Worship Pauses: Prayer Partners, Communion, Choir and
Congregational singing, Serving beverages after church-Masks at all times and social distancing

Our prayers are for a speedy resolution of this phase of the Pandemic and the Task Force is ready to recommend pivots
with improving conditions. Red (New daily COVID cases greater than 25/100,00): Church Campus Opens-Adult and

Youth Activities may resume in-person (without food and drink)-Children’s Activities remain virtual (No in-person Children’s Church or -Nursery during worship)*
-Worship Pauses: Prayer Partners, Communion, Serving beverages after church-Masks at all times and social distancing
*We recognize that availability of and use of vaccination for children less than 12 may alter this timeline.
Orange (New daily COVID cases greater then 10/100,000):Children’s Church and Nursery resume-Prayer Partners and
Communion resume-Masks at all times and social distancing

In addition:
-We affirm kindness and generosity in word and deed.-We celebrate Worship for all-in the Sanctuary and on our Live
Stream-We thank our Pastor and dedicated MSPC staff for their hard work during this very trying time.
 Live Stream worship of the Sunday 11AM Sanctuary service is a beautiful option.
You can check covidactnow.org for numbers for Miami-Dade County.

Did you know that you
can generate donations to MSPC
while shopping at no extra cost? Simply start your
shopping at http://smile.amazon.com and choose
Miami Shores Presbyterian Church as your charity of
choice, and Amazon Smile will donate a portion of
your eligible purchase price to our organization.
Thank you!

Youth Groups Resume in
September
Middle school-Fridays, 630 PM
High School-Wednesdays, 7 PM
Contact Lisa to join, lisa@mspc.net

MIAMI SHORES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Our vision is to be friends of Christ who share God’s love with each other and the world.

September 2021

