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So he said to them, "When you pray, say: Father,
hallowed be your name. May your kingdom come"
Luke 11: 2
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Pastor's Page with Pastor Kim
A few weeks ago, as part of our “Kingdom of God” sermon series, I brought
forward the Christian terms of sin, reconciliation, and repentance in the
sermon while we explored the Lord’s Prayer together in Luke 11:1-13.
As part of the sermon, I lifted up a litany that was offered at The Race and
Gender Justice Committee at General Assembly (our denomination’s
national gathering). I find this litany extremely powerful, as it names the
church’s past complicity of sin in slavery and its legacy in the U.S. It was
approved by the national church and read out loud at the General
Assembly. I am offering it for you to read here:
A LITANY OF REPENTANCE
As white Christians, we repent of our complicity in the belief in white supremacy: the belief that
people of European descent are superior in intelligence, skills, imagination, and perseverance. We
acknowledge that this belief in white supremacy has been the foundation of, and an excuse for,
atrocities against people of African descent in the United States and in the world.
We repent of our failure to recognize and take responsibility for the legacy of slavery.
We repent of the injustice, pain, humiliation, and suffering imposed on African Americans by our
ancestors and ourselves through actions and inaction. We repent of our complicity in failing to act in a
mutually loving relationship.
We repent for closing our eyes to the degradation and injustice forced upon African Americans who
were enslaved, segregated, terrorized, and imprisoned.
We repent of covering our ears to the crying of families torn apart, to the sound of human flesh being
struck, while songs of freedom and heavenly grace flow from our lips.
We repent that we have failed as an institution and as individuals to use our voices to abhor and end
lynching, segregation, and racial profiling. We regret our generations of silence on these issues so that
we could maintain a comfortable life in our churches, homes, and communities.
We repent of shutting our hearts to the experiences of fellow humans whose stories of pain, suffering,
hardship, struggle, love, and joy mirror our own life journeys, yet are deprived of privilege and marred
by racism. We have turned our backs and walked away pretending not to see, yet we saw, pretending
not to know, yet we knew, and convincing ourselves that we were not complicit, yet we are.
We now know that we as white Christians have benefitted directly and indirectly from these injustices.
We name ourselves as complicit and repent. Finally, we repent of our violent actions to suppress Black
agency. African Americans, since the time of slavery, have actively pursued their freedom … built this
country … laid foundational structures … and demonstrated their capacity to fully participate in the
construction of this American society in spite of white supremacy.
As repentance means turning and going the other way, with Christ’s help we seek to do so. At the
same time, we commit ourselves to walk with people of African descent toward the goal of healing,
reconciliation, and eliminating racism as we seek to dismantle white privilege.
Wishing you God’s peace and blessings,
Pastor Kim
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Anti-Racism
Book Club
The Antiracism Book Club begins on September 10. We invite you to join us in
our next read, White Fragility by Robin Diangelo.
“Robin Diangelo’s White Fragility brings language to the emotional structures that
make true discussions about racial attitudes difficult. With clarity and
compassion, DiAngelo allows us to understand racism as a practice not restricted
to ‘bad people.’ In doing so she moves our national discussions forward with new
‘rules of engagement.’ This is a necessary book for all people invested in societal
change through productive social and intimate relationships.”
- Claudia Rankine, American poet, essayist, and playwright
Conversations and discussions about race are difficult. The Antiracism Book Club
has been and continues to be intentional about actively participating in those hard
conversations and discussions. We will be meeting on Saturday mornings via
ZOOM from September 10 through November 19. Each week we prepare by
reading an assignment of 15-20 pages and then by paying attention to what is
‘staying’ with us: something that has entered and remained in our thoughts, our
prayers, and/or our conversations as a result of what we’ve read.
Please contact the church at 305-754-9541 and/or Rev Diane Shoaf
(shoaf456@bellsouth.net) to indicate your plan to join the Antiracism Book Club.
We look forward to being with you in this important work.
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Mission Corner
By Marta Lavandier & Leslie Wallace
The Missions Committee seeks to serve and connect local and distant neighbors.
Congregation members and pledgers have supported these activities over the past month.
SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE Thank you to everyone that donated school
supplies and contributed money towards the school supply drive. We will
be filling 100 backpacks on Sunday, August 7th in the Fellowship Hall
after worship. Lunch will be served. Youth volunteers will receive
community service hours. Come join the happy and fulFILLING, feel-good
committee!!
PASS IT ON DONATIONS: The long-term, local food bank received
donations on Communion Sunday, the first Sunday of the month. A table
will be set up in the breezeway to collect food and toiletries. Please
donate beans, rice (one-pound bags please), baby food, diapers, and
toiletries, which are especially welcome.
CHAPMAN PARTNERSHIP: Church volunteers are needed to help serve
dinner on the first Sunday of every month. In addition to serving food, we
collect gently used clothing and books for adults and children to benefit
Chapman. Chapman is also seeking a volunteer to drive a small van once a
week and someone to help a few hours a week with administrative duties.
Nadja Schreiber Campo is the coordinator, and she can be contacted at
nadja_schreiber@hotmail.com.
ENJOY COFFEE FROM CAFÉ JUSTO in the Fellowship Hall, after church,
and support coffee growers and the Presbyterian ministry at the
U.S./Mexico border. Contributions are welcomed and encouraged,
please!
CARE PACKAGES FOR COLLEGES STUDENTS: We are sending care
packages to our members in college, either in undergraduate or graduate
programs, and students attending a technical or vocational school. The
packages will contain snacks, a gift card, a letter from Pastor Lisa, and a
devotional. Please send Pastor Lisa your son or daughter's address,
including any updates and prayer requests. Email- Lisa@mspc.net.
DEADLINE- Oct. 1, 2022.

The Mission Committee needs you now to donate your time, treasures, and talent.
The mission committee will meet on Wednesday, August 10th at 7 PM. Please email Leslie
Wallace, lesliead.wallace@gmail.com, or Marta Lavandier, MLavandier2000@yahoo.com.
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MSPC YOUTH GROUP 2022-2023
WE WILL BEGIN ANOTHER GREAT SEASON IN THE FALL!
STAY TUNED!
ALL YOUTH IN 6TH GRADE AND UP ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND.
BRING A FRIEND!!
OUR THEME: THE UPSIDE DOWN!
FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE EMAIL
LISA@MSPC.NET

Youth, Family, And Singles Ministry Corner
Greetings. Wow, the back-to-school schedule has almost begun. It’s been a wonderful summer!
Monumental kids camp was a success! To every teen, volunteer, child, and family, we say thank you!
Children’s messages during Sunday worship have been fun, and we’ve seen attendance and participation
pick up over the summer from both the big people and little people, thank you! Youth have also been
meeting over the summer on their own and we are now making plans for the 2022-2023 YG season.
Our theme this year is, The Upside Down! How is the Kingdom of God an upside-down kingdom?
Recently the youth answered the following question, “Why do we meet together?” Their replies:
“The youth have a place to worship God,” “I need God,” To share ideas and the love of Christ with one
another,” “See our friends,” To enjoy our time together,” “To talk about us and God” “To see our friends,
have fun, pray together and talk about God…” and many more interesting answers!
This group is awesome!
Youth Group will begin in September. We will meet once a week and on some Sundays after church.
stay tuned for more details.
Calling every middle and high school student to join us, and if you would like to mentor and or
volunteer, please do! Connect with Lisa Sullivan, Christian Educator at Lisa@mspc.net
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Faith & Finances
by Terry Rodriguez

Hello MSPC Community,
Pastor Kim’s sermon on July 10th was titled “Who Is My Neighbor?”
Since that sermon, I have been thinking a lot about all the neighbors’ lives that the
ministries at MSPC have touched.
Here are just a few…
Those who receive meals, clothing, and books at Chapman Partnership each
month, are supported and served by members of our congregation.
Families who are fed physically and spiritually by donations to Pass it On
Ministries, that, by the way, have seen their needs increase dramatically since
COVID.
80-100 kids on average at HOH in Haiti have received food, clothing, school
supplies, school shoes, and good news.
Local elementary school students in the Greater Miami Shores area will be
receiving new backpacks filled with school supplies to get their year off to a
great start!
The Prayer Shawl Ministry creates beautiful keepsakes to mark important
events such as baptisms or to bring comfort to those who are sick.
Without the funds, MSPC wouldn’t be able to support these life-giving ministries.
But equally important are the members who have a heart for ministry and
dedicate their time and talents to share God’s love with someone they may never
meet. What an awesome endeavor!
And, so MSPC, with your support we can continue to give love to our many
Neighbors!
I am grateful for all that you do.
Peace,
Terry
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A Walk Through
The Bible

After Galatians, The Walk Through
the Bible Class will be studying
Deuteronomy, beginning on August
14th. Moses reminds the Israelites of
all that God has done for them, and of
their need to be faithful in the book-a lesson for all of us. All are welcome
to join at any time, Sundays at 10 AM
in the Library! For more information,
please contact Carol Wilde in the
Church Office at cwilde@mspc.net.

Back to School Sunday

Sunday, August 21st at 11:00 AM
Together, we will pray with students,
teachers, and their families for this
academic year.
We will be commissioning all MSPCS
Teachers. Join us as we begin a new school
year together.

Presbyterian Book Club

In August, we will be reading “The
Journey from Shanghai to Gold
Mountain”, by Hilarie Gottlieb.

End of Summer Picnic

Sunday, August 21st at 12 noon

In 1900 China, Zhang kept a secret
journal that was passed to her daughter
and granddaughter. A cruel marriage
brings her to America, thru her second
wonderful husband she finds, love,
happiness, and motherhood.

All are welcome as we celebrate the end of
the summer and the beginning of a new
school year. We are thankful to once again
be able to come together as a church
family!

Join the discussion on Thursday,
August 11th at 9:00 AM in the Library.

Join us after worship on Sunday, August
21st. More details to come.
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Welcome New Members!
On Sunday, MSPC welcomed new members Ana Garcia,
her husband Leonel Valdes, Michael Loffredo, and his
wife Charlotte Phelps. Please welcome them into our
family and community!

We rejoice in the baptism of Nicolas
Alejandro Valdes, son of Ana Garcia
and Leonel Valdes, in our Sanctuary
on Sunday, July 17th (above).
Marcia Cannata was the assisting
Elder.

Ana shared her thoughts on joining the MSPC family.
What do you like best about the church?
“Friendliness, community feel, messages every Sunday. The
church’s stance on acceptance of all and women’s rights.”
Why should others join MSPC?
“To be part of a community that loves God and each
other.”
Thank you, Ana! We couldn’t agree more!

Transitional Ministry Column
As MSPC continues in this time of transition, it would be helpful for the wider church to understand the
tasks (or the job description) that was given to me, and the Session, by the Presbytery of Tropical Florida,
when I said “yes” to the call as Transitional Pastor of MSPC in July 2020. Each month, I will focus on a
different task.
·

Task for Transitional Pastor: Connecting with the Denomination

The General Assembly completed its work for 2022. As a reminder, General Assembly is made up of
Ordained Teaching and Ruling Elders from the Presbyteries of the PC(USA). Once a Moderator, or Comoderators, is elected, the assembly breaks up into assembly committees to consider particular kinds of
business. Each committee is responsible for considering a number of items, and reporting back to the
General Assembly on completed actions or their recommendations. The combined insights of all those
on assembly committees become the recommendations to the whole assembly. If they are approved,
they guide the church in the years to come. You will see some of the decisions made by the General
Assembly in the following pages. If you have questions, please do not hesitate to reach out and ask me.
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Church Happenings
by Sue Fox
Summer doldrums? Not at MSPC!! In July Pastor Kim continued the “Kingdom of God” sermon
series, we celebrated 2 baptisms, welcomed 4 new members, filled 2 Church Officer vacancies,
and amassed a preponderance of non-perishable food items, toiletries, and school supplies for
our 3 mission projects. In addition, Soft Dolls Workshop completed another 100 cuddly toys for
Holiday distribution, and the Prayer Shawl Committee will soon be introducing a new creation
called “prayer pockets”.
We rejoice in the baptism of Nicolas Alejandro Valdes, son of Ana Garcia and Leonel Valdes, in
our Sanctuary on Sunday, July 17th. Marcia Cannata was the assisting Elder.
We rejoice in the baptism of Jennifer Barragan in our Sanctuary on Sunday, July 24th. Terry
Rodriguez was the assisting Elder.
Liturgists for the month included Craig Swanson, Laura Reich, and Terry Rodriguez.
Enjoying the after-Church coffee hours? Thank a Deacon. Members of the Diaconate are pleased
to coordinate the coffee and lemonade service, provide a delicious treat or two, and warmly
welcome you for 20 minutes of Christian fellowship immediately following Worship Service. If
you haven’t yet done so, check it out!
We have an update on former Youth Clubber Jay Weaver, Jr., son of Jay Weaver and Marta
Lavandier: After graduating from Boston College, Jay opted for a year of service with Habitat for
Humanity AmeriCorps in Oakland, CA, spending the first part of the year with a work crew
rehabilitating homes for low-income families and directing volunteers during community building
opportunities. Now he is on the administration side, processing applications and helping lowincome homeowners obtain loans and grants for repairs and upgrades. In addition, Jay is working
for an affordable housing company rebuilding the town of Paradise, which was destroyed by fire
in 2018.
Midsummer travelers include Elizabeth Barrie off for a week to Charleston, SC, Edith Trowers
spending a weekend with family in The Bahamas, 3 generations of The Michels Family (Pam,
Sammy and Kika, and second-grader Gabriela) cruising to Aruba, and Janet Lilly home from
Sydney, Australia.
We are saddened to learn of the passing of Julia Rodriguez earlier this summer. Julia worshiped
with us at the 11:00 Service and was a regular attendee of the former Fifty Plus & Minus.

The Light - August 2022

Upcoming Dates &
Events

There are still a few spots
open for the 2022-23
school year in the
Elementary School (K-5th
grade) and Preschool (6
weeks – PreK).
For more information and
to schedule a tour, call
305-759-2548 or visit
www.mspcs.net.
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