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The Light

"When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do
not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more
distinguished than you has been invited by the host."
Luke 14:8
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MSPC Family Picnic

MSPC was delighted to host a welcome back picnic on August 28th! Students, friends, families,
and more were all welcome! The picnic was a wonderful event with great food and refreshing
fellowship. God is good! Thank you for bringing a dish to share. We saw friends we had not seen in
a while, new faces too. We were more than 125 people, lots of children, and one bounce house! It
is a blessing from God to be able to share a meal together in this place and to slow down a bit.
Thank you for coming! Thank you Lisa Sullivan for organizing!
Join us on Sunday mornings for fellowship, coffee, and treats. If you would like to contribute a
Sunday morning treat to share, please contact deacons, Yvonne Moyer and Joann Kerbawy.

Upcoming Worship Services and Series
Taizé is a community where kindness of heart and simplicity would be at the center of
everything. God is love alone. On All Saints Day and Avent, MSPC will mirror the community
of Taizé, coming together in love, and sharing the journey as one community. Join us,
Tuesday, November 1st, (All Saints Day) and every Wednesday during Advent at 7PM, in the
Chapel.
Learn more about Taizé, the history, and the community at www.taize.fr/en.

Pastor's Page with Pastor Kim
In Luke 14, Jesus challenges us as a church to invite those that are different
from us – those that do not come from places of power, privilege, or wealth,
nor our family and friends. But, to invite people that are not already a part of
our social circle. He challenges us to be a welcoming church.
When thinking about us being a welcoming church, I started to ask myself
about a situation where I was out of my element, new, or uncomfortable.
Now, I’d like you to think of a moment like this. Did someone welcome you?
And if so, how did that make you feel? Or, were you never welcomed, and
how was that for you? Did you ever return to that place, or to those people
again?
The moments in my life that I felt the least welcome were moments from my junior high cafeteria. I
remember having to find a table to sit at to eat. Each table had its own group of friends or its own click.
It was a hard and challenging time, where I wasn’t quite sure who my friends were, and which click, or
table, might welcome me instead of rejecting me. I cannot remember a time that someone invited me
to their table.
Perhaps this is why I’ve always been a fan of the movie “The Breakfast Club.” This movie shows high
school students coming to school on a Saturday to serve detention. It shows 5 different clicks that you
would commonly see in a school in the 80s: a geek, a dork, a cool kid, a jock, and a popular girl. Over
the hours of their time in detention, they realize how similar they really are – that they have more in
common than they thought. They have lunch together. They talk and listen to one another. They laugh
and cry together. And, they come to value each other’s story. They have a transformational day of
building relationships at this Saturday detention. They get closer to what I’d say building the Kingdom
of God looks like.
If we, MSPC, want to get closer to what the Kingdom of God looks like, if we are to be God’s coworkers in this, Jesus tells us we are to be a welcoming church.
We are to:
1) share the table with people we don’t know,
2) build community, and
3) welcome and include all different kinds of people
The Session has been working on our new vision and mission statements, and our strategic plan. And,
much of our conversations have come from the work you all did, in reflecting back to us what was
important to you at MSPC. Many of you said the church as a welcoming place is important to you; and
that you have experienced MSPC as a welcoming one. And, your Session wants to continue to
strengthen and support this welcome with the community.
This also inspired the greeting I start with during our worship services. I tell you:
We are a church that aims to be inclusive: welcoming all people, no matter your race, your gender,
your sexual orientation, your physical or mental abilities, your financial situation, your country of origin,
nor your age. Here in this place, we are attempting to do the work that God calls us to do: to bring the
Kingdom of God here on earth.
MSPC, this is the work we say we are called to do. We are to be welcoming and inclusive. And, Jesus is
clear to us that this is important to him. God wants us to welcome all people to his table, where God is
the host.
Wishing you God’s peace and blessings,
Pastor Kim
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Mission Corner
By Marta Lavandier & Leslie Wallace
The Missions Committee seeks to serve and connect local and distant neighbors.
Congregation members and pledgers have supported these activities over the past month.
SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE Thank you to everyone that donated items and
monetary contributions that totaled $2,005. We were able to fill 101 backpacks
for three area elementary schools, the children at Chapman Partnership, and Pass
It On Ministries. It was great seeing everyone filling backpacks!!
CARE PACKAGES FOR COLLEGES STUDENTS: We are sending care packages to
our members in college, either in undergraduate or graduate programs, and
students attending a technical or vocational school. The packages will contain
snacks, a gift card, a letter from Pastor Lisa, and a devotional. Please send Pastor
Lisa your son or daughter's address, including any updates and prayer requests.
Email- Lisa@mspc.net. DEADLINE- Oct. 1, 2022.
PASS IT ON MINISTRIES: On Sunday, November 6, we are hosting Mary Pierce,
Director of Pass It On Ministries. She will speak briefly during worship and then
we will host a luncheon in Fellowship Hall from 12:15-1:15 and listen to Mary on
how the organization is doing post-pandemic. $10 recommended donation.
Reserve your spot after worship on Oct. 23, 30. Join us!
Please remember to bring your food donations for Pass It On that Sunday, Nov.6.
If you have a few hours each week to volunteer, they are seeking a driver, help
with administrative tasks, and a grant writer. Please contact Mary Pierce directly
at alda30525@yahoo.com.
CHAPMAN PARTNERSHIP: Church volunteers are needed to help serve dinner
on the first Sunday of every month. In addition to serving food, we are collecting
gently used clothing and books for adults and children. They are in urgent need of
new underwear for all ages and baby items (umbrella strollers, diapers, new
bottles, wipes, formula, etc.).
THANKSGIVING: We are organizing a food and Publix gift card drive so that
families at Hubert O’Sibley, Phyllis Miller, and Miami Shores Elementary Schools
can enjoy a Thanksgiving meal with their families. We are aiming to support a total
of 30 families. We’ll have a table to drop off food and gift cards on Oct. 30, Nov.
6, 13. Food items needed: Macaroni & cheese, rice, beans, stuffing, mashed
potatoes. Turkeys, hams, and desserts are also needed. We’ll coordinate these
donations with you on Nov. 13. Publix gift cards $25-$50.

The Mission Committee needs you now to donate your time, treasures, and talent.
The mission committee will meet on Wednesday, September 14th at 7 PM. Please email Leslie
Wallace, lesliead.wallace@gmail.com, or Marta Lavandier, MLavandier2000@yahoo.com.
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MSPCS School News
Welcome to the 2022-23 School Year! The faculty
and staff welcomed students and their parents back
at Meet the Teacher Night. Families were excited to
see each other, say hi to their new teacher, and see
their classroom. The Nursery program has restarted
and we are excited to once again have our youngest
students back at MSPCS. Thank you to the PA who
provided dinner.
Learn more about the new teachers who have
recently joined the MSPCS family!
Ms. Keyes Is the MSPCS new 5th-grade teacher and
is an educator who has dedicated the last 25 years
to helping students at different levels, with different
kinds of needs. For the past eight years, she has
dedicated her efforts to preparing fifth graders with
all the fundamental skills for the important
transition from Elementary School to Middle School,
one of the critical developmental stages in a
student's life.
Ms. Brisso will be teaching 2nd grade and recently
moved to Miami from Chili. She has 8 years of
experience, teaching students from PreK to 3rd
grade. Ms. Brisso is a passionate elementary school
teacher, recognizing that each student is special.
Her favorite movie is The Pursuit of Happiness,
"don't ever let someone tell you, you can't do
something. Not even me. If you have a dream, go
for it!".
Mr. Agama will be teaching PE in the MSPCS
Elementary School. He has worked with children for
several years, currently works for Hope for Miami,
and goes into schools to teach students. He has
been a Health Educator and is a graduate of Liberty
University. Mr. Agama is also a great athlete!
The pumpkins are coming… The pumpkins are
coming! The Annual MSPCS Pumpkin Patch will
open on Sunday, October 9th!
There are still a few seats for the 2022-23 school
year in the Elementary School (K-5th grade) and
Preschool (6 weeks – PreK). For more information
and to schedule a tour, call 305-759-2548 or visit
www.mspcs.net.
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85th Year at MSPC
We would like to recognize and give thanks for MSPC’s 85th year in service to Miami Shores and the
surrounding communities. We give thanks to those who came before us with a dream 85 years ago
and to all who have labored, toiled, and prayed here through the years. 85 years is a lifetime but on
the grand scale mere moments when wrapped up in a love story that spans millennia.
We are a part of God’s people still on an epic journey.
Spiritual journeys are important, place is important. There is history, milestones, and there are
memories. What memories will we carry with us as we go forward? Perhaps the memory that God has
given God’s Word and promises, until the end of the age to be with us. That we are never alone on this
journey of faith. That God has gifted us with our families of origin and our ancestors and
family of faith.
As we move into the next four months, with holidays, celebrations, Thanksgiving, and Christmas on
the horizon and a new year ahead, let’s plan these celebrations, and worship days with a possible view
of not only the next four months and by the grace of God possibly the next 85 years. How will we
move forward together on this journey and continue to be a place of grace, a place of hope,
a place for everyone?
By Lisa Sullivan, Christian Educator

Transitional Ministry Column
As MSPC continues in this time of transition, it would be helpful for the wider church to understand the
tasks (or the job description) that was given to me, and the Session, by the Presbytery of Tropical Florida,
when I said “yes” to the call as Transitional Pastor of MSPC in July 2020.
Each month, I will focus on a different task.
·

Task for Transitional Pastor: Teaching Moments

Teaching Moments show us where our growing edges are. Another name for a teaching moment could
be a moment of change/adaptation/transition. Or, even, a moment of “failure.” These moments help the
church better understand how to refine or reshape our ministry. One question the Session has been
asking ourselves recently is: how do we welcome others from the community? How do we connect with
the community around us? As the neighborhood around us changes, this is a moment of transition. In
our summer sermon series on the Kingdom of God,
Jesus has challenged us with these questions:
(1) Who is our neighbor?
(2) How do we welcome our neighbor?
How would you answer this?

YOUTH NEWS

MSPC YOUTH GROUP 2022-2023
OUR THEME: THE UPSIDE DOWN!
ALL YOUTH IN 6TH GRADE AND UP ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND THE
FIRST YOUTH GROUP MEETING ON
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH FROM 6:30 - 8:30 PM
BRING A FRIEND!! WEAR COMFORTABLE SHOES!
GREYNOLDS PARK TRAIL WALK
Saturday, September 2nd at 10 AM
Meet at the golf course, 17530 W. Dixie Hwy, N. Miami Beach
ALL STUDENTS, CHILDREN, AND ADULTS ARE WELCOME
Bring a bag lunch and water

After September 9th:
High School Youth Group will meet on Fridays, from 6:30 - 8:30
Middle School Youth Group will meet on Fridays, from 6:30 - 8:30
FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE EMAIL LISA@MSPC.NET

Youth Choirs
Children’s Choir:
Students in K-2nd grade meet on Wednesdays from 4:30–5:30
Students in 3rd - 5th grade meet on Mondays from 4:30-5:15
Youth Choir: 6th-12th grades meet on Mondays from 5:30–
6:30
To sign-up for Children's Choir or Youth Choir, and/or to
receive more information, please contact Phil Woodard at
pwoodard@mspcs.net.
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Faith & Finances
by Terry Rodriguez

Hello MSPC Community,
Summer is nearly over and fall is just around the corner! How did that happen so
quickly? For those of us in South Florida, fall is a welcome change to cooler
temperatures and less humidity – I’ll take it! Fall also brings a new season to MSPC
- time to prepare our budget for next year. Although preparing the budget doesn’t
sound as exciting as cooler temps, it is a process that is very important to the
sustainability of our church.
As you may know, MSPC operates as a non-profit and relies completely on
generous giving from our congregation. We have been blessed with a beautiful,
spacious campus and we are called to maintain it, which is expensive. In addition
to keeping our campus not only functional but lovely, we must also continue to
serve our local and global communities through our missions and meet the needs
of all our members. This is not an easy task, but it is the most important work that
we do.
I’ve shared this with you to ask that you take time to prayerfully consider why you
give to MSPC and what financial commitment you can make to our community in
2023. The Budget & Finance Committee depends on pledged giving to create a
budget that is as accurate as possible and honoring your pledge is vital to that
goal. The Stewardship Committee will begin its campaign in October for the 2023
giving year. Between now and then, please contemplate your capacity to give back
to this community that we all cherish.
I look forward to 2023 with excitement! God is doing new things here, and I hope
you will be a part of them in any way that you are able.
Peace,
Terry Rodríguez
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The Deacons are very excited to announce that we will be kicking off the MSPC Stewardship
Campaign on October 1st and wrapping up on Sunday, October 30th, 2022! We will be sharing with
you exciting information and stories about our church family and community.
Some of you have asked, “what exactly is stewardship and what is my role?”
Stewardship goes beyond the church budget or building project and connects everything we do with
what God is doing in the world. Stewardship is a way of life. It is one of the primary ways that we live
out our identity in Christ. We are called to be faithful stewards in all that God is calling us to do. It is
being open to the opportunities and challenges that God places in our lives and serving with faith and
joy.
Stewardship is a spiritual practice that allows us to live out the belief that all we have and all that we
are, belongs to God. Stewardship is our gifts of time, relationship, worship, thanksgiving, prayer,
service, and material possessions. It is a way of living that includes giving. Stewardship includes you.
In Faith, Love, and Stewardship,
The MSPC Deacons
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A Walk Through The Bible

The "Walk Through the Bible" Class will
continue its study of Deuteronomy
through the month of September. The
book contains Moses' final instructions
to the Jews before their entry into the
promised land. Those same instructions
are applicable to all of us.
All are welcome to join at any time,
Sundays at 10 AM in the Library! For
more information, please contact Carol
Wilde in the Church Office at
cwilde@mspc.net.

Presbyterian
Book Club

In September, The Presbyterian Book
Club will be reading and discussing,
“Gentlemen and Players” by Joanne
Harris. The New York Times bestselling
author takes a riveting new direction
with this richly textured, multi-layered
novel of friendship, murder, revenge,
and class conflict set in an upper-crust
English school.
Join the discussion on Thursday,
September 8th in the Library.

Anti-Racism
Book Club
Begins on
September 10th

We invite you to join us in our next read,
White Fragility by Robin Diangelo.
“Robin Diangelo’s White Fragility brings
language to the emotional structures that make
true discussions about racial attitudes difficult.
With clarity and compassion, DiAngelo allows
us to understand racism as a practice not
restricted to ‘bad people.’ In doing so she
moves our national discussions forward with
new ‘rules of engagement.’ This is a necessary
book for all people invested in societal change
through productive social and intimate
relationships.”
- Claudia Rankine, American poet, essayist,
and playwright
Conversations and discussions about race are
difficult. The Antiracism Book Club has been
and continues to be intentional about actively
participating in those hard conversations and
discussions. We will be meeting on Saturday
mornings via ZOOM from September 10
through November 19. Each week we prepare
by reading an assignment of 15-20 pages and
then by paying attention to what is ‘staying’
with us: something that has entered and
remained in our thoughts, our prayers, and/or
our conversations as a result of what we’ve
read.
Please contact the church at 305-754-9541
and/or Rev Diane Shoaf
(shoaf456@bellsouth.net) to indicate your plan
to join the Antiracism Book Club. We look
forward to being with you in this
important work.
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Church Family Happenings

by Sue Fox

As we segue into the cooler months of Fall, MSPC’s summer momentum continues: Pastor Kim’s Sunday
messages were from the “Kingdom of God” Sermon Series; we ordained and installed Stephanie Daniel to fill a
vacancy on Session; we commissioned 7 MSPCS teachers and staff for the upcoming year. While getting the
kids organized for back-to-school is no easy matter, MSPC did it for 101 lower school students, thanks to the
Missions Committee’s Backpack Project.
Liturgists for the month include Craig Swanson, Laura Reich, and Terry Rodriguez. In Lisa’s absence, the
Children’s Messages were led by Stephanie Daniel and John McFeeley.
Former members in town and worshiping with us included: Terry Fox Gotard from McLean, VA,; Michelle
Moyer Tsai and her 3 sons from Brooklyn, NY (as a follow-up note, Michelle’s sons “loved the big church, the
Deacons’ snacks, and the climbing tree in the Church courtyard”). Sakhaya, now 17, had memories of climbing
that tree when he was 8 years old.
Bekky Leonard celebrated a recent birthday with a family road trip along the iconic Route 66 from Missouri to
the Grand Canyon. Bekky, 4 adult children, and 2 granddaughters logged a total of 2,371 miles.
Other late-summer travelers included: Gordon and Yvonne Moyer to North Central Florida where they
enjoyed a float trip down the Ichetucknee River in inner tubes; Marcia Cannata spending the month of August
with her children in Buford, Georgia; Elizabeth Barrie to a gospel concert in Charleston; John and Leslie
Wallace home from a month in Connecticut and Maine; Gordon and Yvonne Moyer to Fond du Lac, WI, for
Yvonne’s sister’s 50th wedding anniversary celebration and a family reunion in Boulder Junction; Chris
Bellows, Anne Bellows and Jane Bellows McCullough to Montana where they visited Glacier National Park
and drove the majestic Going to the Sun Highway, and Nadia Schreiber and daughters visited Germany.
We are saddened by the recent passing of so many of our loved ones and former members. We would like to
mention them here:
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to Jo Ann Kerbawy on the passing of her mother-in-law and Thom
Timko’s family on the passing of Thom’s father.
Former member Ruth Schaadt passed away on Monday, July 11th. Ruth was an MSPC member for 35 years, a
charter member of Presbyterian Women Circle 5, and used her creative talents through the Soft Dolls
Workshop and Living Nativity costume committee. Our sympathy and prayers are extended to Ruth’s
daughter Susan Wild.
Former member Jim Gregory passed away in early August in North Carolina. Jim was a regular on our Missions
Committee and on our mission trips. Our sympathy and prayers are extended to his wife Patricia and their
daughter.
Longtime member Patricia Rose passed away on Monday, July 25th. Pat was married in our Church in 1958,
raised her family here, and was extremely active in all phases of Church life including many years of service as
Moderator of Presbyterian Women. Her memorial service was held in our Sanctuary on Friday, August 26th.
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to her children Petra, Robert, Debbie, and Peggy.
Our longtime custodian Maxo Bercy has passed away following a lengthy bout with pancreatic cancer. No
matter the question or the issue, Max was always there with a friendly smile, a helping hand, the answer, and
the solution. Our sympathy and prayers are extended to his family.
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Upcoming Dates & Events

Adult Choir
Rehearsals
Are Resuming!
Wednesdays: 7-8:30 PM
(starts September 14th)
Sundays: 9-10 AM
(starts September 18th)

The Light Staff
Karen Smith-Gulaskey, Editor
Tabitha Charles, Contributor
Sue Fox, Contributor
Marta Lavandier,
Contributor/Photographer
Yvonne Moyer, Contributor
Pastor Kim Robles, Contributor
Terry Rodriguez, Contributor
Rev. Diane Shoaf, Contributor
Lisa Sullivan, Contributor
Craig Swanson, Contributor
Leslie Wallace, Contributor

Sundays: 11 AM Worship Service
Sundays: 10 AM “A Walk Through The Bible”
Mondays: 4:30 PM Children's Choir (3rd - 5th grade)
Mondays: 5:30 PM Youth Choir
Wednesdays: 4:30 PM Children's Choir (K-2nd grade)
Wednesdays: 9 AM Doll Workshop
Saturday, September 3: 9 AM All church walk at Greynolds
Park - Bring a bagged lunch
Friday, September 9: 6:30 PM First Youth Group Meeting
- All are welcome
Wednesdays: 7 PM HS Youth Group
Fridays: 6:30 PM Middle School Youth Group
Wednesday, September 14: 7 PM Missions Committee
Wednesday, September 14: 7 PM Adult Choir Resumes
Thursday, September 8th: 9 AM Book Club
Saturday, September 10th: Anti-Racism Book Club
Sunday, September 18th: 9 AM Adult Choir Resumes
Sunday, October 9th: PUMPKIN PATCH OPENS

Miami Shores Presbyterian Church
The Reverend Kim Robles, Transitional Pastor
Mrs. Anita Stevens, Head of School
Miami Shores Presbyterian Church
602 NE 96th Street
Miami Shores, FL 33318
305-754-9541
www.mspc.net

Follow Us @ MiamiShoresPresbyterianChurch

