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"And now faith, hope, and love remain, these three, 
and the greatest of these is love"

 
1 CORINTHIANS 13:13 
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LENT  
On Wednesday evenings during Lenten Worship, MSPC will mirror the

community of Taizé, coming together in love, and sharing the journey as one
community. 

 
Join us every Wednesday during LENT, in the Chapel. 

Taizé Services 
Wednesdays, February 22nd - April 5th  

7:00 pm in the Chapel
 
 

 

Learn more about Taizé, its history, and the community at www.taize.fr/en.
 



One of my favorite days of the year at MSPC is Ash Wednesday. MSPC continues a
new ministry that we started in Lent 2016. In those first years, we offered an Ashes
and Prayers station off our church campus. We started at Wynwood. In 2019, our
DD in 2019. In 2020, we tried offering our Ashes and Prayer Station on campus – in
the Chapel parking lot, across from the Miami Shores Village Recreation Center. We
received people all over the community – people coming and going – to and from
work – in need of their ashes and in need of prayers.
This Ash Wednesday, we will take the same spot as last year (the corner of Chapel 
by the Miami Shores Village Recreation Center) with signs inviting individuals to get
ashes to-go and prayers from 1 pm until 7 pm. We will sign you with a cross made
of ash on your forehead.
And, for those that prefer it, ashes will be packed in to-go containers for each
individual to cross themselves with ashes. Prayers will be offered on the spot. Find
us under the tent! 
And, then, come back to the McArthur Chapel at 7 pm, for our Wednesday evening
Lenten Taize Services. We will have Taize Worship every Wednesday at 7 pm in the
McArthur Chapel.
This is a wonderful way for us, as the people of God, to prepare for the 40 days of
Lent. We remind ourselves that we are dust, and to dust, we shall return. We
remember our fragility. We remember that it is our loving God that gives us the
spirit, the breath of life! Without God, we are nothing but ash.
As we enter this Lent, recalling the deaths of so many - many from our own
congregation, many around the world - may we take this time and use it for
reflection and preparation for the hearing and retelling of God’s great resurrection
power. May we prepare ourselves for the Easter story. (May we move from
repentance to Jesus’ last days, to Jesus’ death, and to the story that reminds us the
God wins!).

Join God, with the church, in living out our Lenten Days.
Get your ashes and prayers on Wednesday, February 22nd !

 
“Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

Pastor's Page with
Pastor Kim
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Wednesday, February 22nd
7:00 pm in the Chapel

 
 
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY

 
Ashes and Prayers will be shared with all on Ash

Wednesday, February 22nd from 1 to 7 PM. Pastor
Kim and church members will lead this COVID-

Friendly event, across the street from the church
on NE 96th Street. Stay in your car or join them

under the tent.
 
 

ASHES AND PRAYERS

FEBRUARY 22ND

1ST TAIZE SERVICE
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Mission Corner 
By Marta Lavandier & Leslie Wallace 

Next meeting: Wednesday, February 8, 2023, 7 pm, Library. Please join us!
Co-chairs: Marta Lavandier (mlavandier2000@yahoo.com) Leslie Wallace (lesliead.wallace@gmail.com)

 

The Mission Committee sponsored a Fellowship Hall
farewell to member Sue Fox. It was a chance to
remember Sue and her family’s many contributions to
the Church. Fellowship Hall was alive with more than
50 well-wishers enjoying sweets and coffee.
The coffee was from Café Justo and Frontera de Cristo.
Thank you for all your contributions to the coffee fund!
This supports our church and so, the important,
compassionate wider Presbyterian Church Boarder
mission and outreach.
Members of the Committee visited Chapman
Partnership in downtown Miami and toured the facility
while learning more about the people they serve. We
currently support Chapman by funding a meal each
month and sending volunteers to help out in the
kitchen. On the first Sunday of the month, the MSPC
congregation brings in gently used clothes and new
undergarments for residents. Many programs are in
place. If you have a desire to help, please join the Mission
Committee.
We recognize the busy schedule of today’s world and try
to keep the work-load lighter by having many hands to
help.
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MSPC NEW STAFF!
DANIELA VERNET

Daniela Vernet has six kids and one granddaughter. She
is from Haiti but has lived in Florida for 17 years. Her
former job was at Marquis Association Management, for
over four years. She is happy to join Miami Shores
Presbyterian Church because she feels treated as a one
member of the family, and we are blessed to have her be
part of our team.

 

MARIA RODRIGUEZ

Originally from Colombia, new to Miami, and coming
from Washington D.C, Maria joins the MSPC team as
Marketing and Communications Coordinator.  Her
background and experience in Marketing for the last 7
years, let her bring fresh and new ideas to the Church.
She is also part of the MSPCS, where she helps with
Social Media, Digital Marketing, Communications, etc.
Her passion for what she does makes her grateful and
honored to be working with us, where she can also be
closer to God.

GISELA ALEXANDER

Gisela brings diverse accounting experience to our
church. She is originally from the Dominican Republic,
married to her husband David, has a daughter,
Katherine, and is devoted to her two grandchildren,
Mikayla and Micah. Her experience has involved the
Non-Profit world, property management field, and can
manufacturing, which actually brought her to Miami.
Gisela recently retired and is looking forward to making
a difference in our church accounting office. 
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MSPCS School News 

Miami Shores Presbyterian Church School is Open for
Registration for 2023-2024  while still accepting students for

2023 - Contact us for an application!
 

Our Winter Semester has a lot of exciting activities coming up!
The Third-Grade-Class is learning Sea Life, and they will get to

explore more about it with their overnight trip to Sea Life
Orlando Aquarium, which will occur from February 2nd to the
3rd, 2023. Pre and Elementary School are having a Valentine's

Day Party on the evening of February 10th with parents and
teachers, it will be a Carnival theme with a lot of fun. 

 
 Students keep working on raising and planting garden beds,

where earth, flowers, and vegetables grow.  
 

Last but not least, please welcome Cecilia Rivera, who is our new
staff member of the Pre-School and she will be helping in the

nursery.  She is thrilled to join our MSPCS family! She has
experience with preschool-age students and loves the little ones! 

 
If you are interested in scheduling a tour for either the

Elementary School (K-5th grade) or Preschool 
(6 weeks – PreK), please call 305-759-2548 or 

email schools@mspcs.net. 
For more information visit www.mspcs.net.

Follow us on Social Media @miamishorespcshool
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Transitional Ministry Column
 
 

As MSPC continues in this time of transition, it would be helpful for the wider church to

understand the tasks (or the job description) that was given to me, and the Session, by

the Presbytery of Tropical Florida, when I said “yes” to the call as Transitional Pastor

of MSPC in July 2020. Each month, I will focus on a different task.

 

 Task for Transitional Pastor: Rebuilding Infrastructures
 

Part of the rebuilding of infrastructure during this transitional period at MSPC has been

hiring new staff. I am thrilled with our new hires: Gisella Alexander, Maria Rodriguez,

and Daniela Vernet. All three of these women bring energy and joy with them. They

are each a great fit for what they do. Please make sure to welcome them when we see

them on campus!

Worshipping God is part of our Mission
statement and what better way to do that

than in song? Our Transitional music
director, Ryan Ellis, and musicians Cindy

Ellis and Herbieto Castro will be helping to
evolve the MSPC music program so we all

become members of the choir. Special music
and musicians will also be invited on

occasion. Just as our Vision is that God’s love
unites us all so will our voices unite in praise.

 

Our Congregation
is the Choir!



There are numerous churches that do not
have any children or teens in membership or
youth groups. This is not so at MSPC. We are
incredibly blessed and thankful to God for the
gift of children and teens and their vibrant
ministry in this community! The teens have
just returned from Orlando after attending
Rock The Universe, a Christian Music festival
that closes the park from 6 PM to 1 AM just
for youth!
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MSPC YOUTH GROUP 
2022-2023 

by Lisa Sullivan

Bella, Isabella (Isa), Emily, Emma, Aidyn, Isabella (Izzy), and Sofia attended this year’s trip. It would be
so great if you were to ask them how the trip was. You can hear it from them, in their own words!
But here I will share a little about the trip. We began by saying a prayer on campus before departing,
once on the bus another prayer for the whole group, all twenty-eight of us from Central
Presbyterian Church and MSPC for safe passage. In the park, we took a walk around making a
strategic plan for all the rides and meet-ups. By the end of the night we had danced, sang, ate dinner
together, and stayed together walking around in beautiful, January Florida weather; riding rides,
eating doughnuts and turkey legs and laughing. There was joy, so much joy it was palpable.
I was especially proud of how responsible the youth are, texting when still on a ride because they
would be a little late for our dinner meet-up. Checking in at appointed times and places. Meeting
new people, showing up for each other, and remembering the Christian principle, that despite
personalities, that yes sometimes can be fickle at any age, ultimately, we are one another’s sister
and brother in Christ.
Parents, thank you. Thank you for your support and for allowing your teen to join this trip and if
anyone hasn’t told you in a while, you are doing a great job! Keep up the good work! A text from
another church youth group leader said, “a huge shout out on the behavior of these kids! I am
amazed at how respectful, kind, and caring everyone was.”
While there was fun, it cannot be overlooked, these are challenging times not only for youth but
everyone. The teens remind us that our friends and community are important to our overall spiritual,
mental, and physical well-being. They demonstrate that there is always something to celebrate. And
in their own unique ways share a profound gratitude for life. I hear it in their prayers and in what
they are willing to share. They love God and are loved by God. The support you give in order to
create a healthy and safe place for them to learn, share and explore their faith and God’s love is
never a small thing but truly an eternal investment in the greatest gift, our children and the future.
So Thank you church, keep up the good work. “Words can’t explain how grateful I am to have
experienced this trip with amazing people and rides. Can’t wait for next year! –Bella. 
"A special thank you to the Presbytery of Tropical Florida for making the trip arrangements." 

Ongoing Friday Night Youth Group! 6:30-8:30 PM.  
FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE EMAIL LISA@MSPC.NET

mailto:LISA@MSPC.NET


Presbyterian Book Club
In February, the Presbyterian Book
Club will be discussing "The Great
Alone" by Kristin Hannah published
in 2018. This historical fiction novel
follows the Allbright family's move
to the Alaskan wilderness and the
ensuing challenges they face there.
Please join us Thursday, February
9th  from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
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FAITH AND FINANCES                     BY TERRY RODRIGUEZ

In the last issue of The Light, your Budget & Finance Committee
introduced our first-ever MSPC Narrative Budget. It was a cooperative
effort by many to create and I am grateful to all who put in the time to
see it through. It is our hope that this style of the budget will help you
understand more clearly where MSPC spends its’ donations and how it
illustrates what is important to us as a church community. 

It goes hand in hand with our new mission statement: Worshipping God. Welcoming All.
Building Community. If you haven’t had the time to read it, I encourage you to take the time to
do so. You can find copies in the Narthex, church office, or on our website at mspc.net. Please
feel free to reach out to me or any member of budget and finance with any questions or
comments. Wishing you all peace and blessings in the New Year.

MSPC will be offering this six-week
Lenten Devotional. The daily
devotionals will be emailed to the
congregation every week of Lent,
and you will also find printed copies
in the Church Sanctuary on Sundays.
The devotional starts on Sun., Feb,
26th, and goes through to Easter
Sunday. 



Pastor Kim’s January Worship messages have centered around the
examination of Holy Communion’s Open Table and Baptism for
All. Holy Communion was offered on January 1st and 8th. On the
8th we ordained and installed 5 new officers for the year, and also
on the 8th, which was Baptism of the Lord Sunday, we were each
given the opportunity of re-baptism. On the 29th, we welcomed
guest speaker Denise McLeod. 

Liturgists for the month were Terry Rodriguez, Craig Swanson, and
Sara Salavarria.

Martha Crossman, now of Scottsdale, Arizona, visited Miami for
11 days of sunshine, holidays with the family, and to attend her
granddaughter’s Senior Night at MCDS.

Church Family Happenings                 by Sue Fox 

The Tenneys have welcomed 2023 moving full steam ahead: Following a family ski trip to Big Sky,
Montana, and a visit to Yellowstone National Park (conditions perfect with lots of snow and little
traffic), Bill resumed driving his weekly shift for Miami Shores Citizens’ Patrol, marched in Coconut
Groves’ Annual King Mango Strut parade, and Bill and Nora, officers in the University of Miami
Women’s Cancer Association, have been helping lay the groundwork to resume this year’s Heidi
Hewes Holiday Tour of Homes, which was on hiatus for the past 3 years due to Covid. 

Windy Johnston, who combines her love of nature with extraordinary photography skills, was named
one of 75 semi-finalists (out of 2,000 entries) in the Flamingo Gardens’ Photography Contest held in
January. The following weekend Windy was off to Adams Ranch in Fort Pierce for up-close-and-
personal photographs of cattle herds.

Marta Lavandier is headed for Arizona this month, first on the job as photographer for Super Bowl
LVII and then on a 3-day sightseeing tour of the South Rim of the Grand Canyon.

Congratulations to Jack Rodriguez who graduated from the City of Miami Police Academy in January.
Jack’s first assignment is based in Dadeland.

We are saddened by the passing of longtime MSPC member Eleanor Weller who died on January
14th, at the age of 104. Her memorial service will be held in our Chapel on Saturday, February 4th, at
12:30. Our sympathy and prayers are extended to her family.

On a personal note, this will be my last Church Family Happenings column, as I am relocating to
McLean, Virginia, in early February. For the past 51 years, MSPC has been my home away from home
every Sunday from 11:00 until Noon, and I shall miss us all dreadfully. That being said, I would like to
thank the Mission Committee for hosting the January 22nd after-Church Coffee Hour and giving me
the opportunity to farewell. 
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Follow Us @ MiamiShoresPresbyterianChurch

First Sunday of the Month: Pass It On Collection, 
Chapman Collection, Serve at Chapman Partnership
Sundays:  11 AM Worship Service 
Sundays: 9 AM Adult Choir
Sundays: 10 AM “A Walk Through The Bible” 
Mondays: 4:30 PM Harmony Choir (3rd - 5th grade) 
Mondays: 5:30 PM Youth Choir
Wednesdays: 4:30 PM Cantantes Choir (K-2nd grade)
Wednesdays:  9 AM Doll Workshop
Wednesdays: 7 PM Adult Choir  
Wednesdays: 7 PM Taize Service
Wednesday, February 1st: First Day of Black History Month
Tuesday, February 14th: Valentine's Day
Monday, February 20th: President's Day
Wednesday, February 22nd: ASH WEDNESDAY
Sunday, February 26th: 1st Sunday in Lent

Upcoming Dates & Events 
Children & Youth Choirs

Cantantes Choir: Students in K-2nd
grade meet on Wednesdays from 
4:30–5:30 PM 
Harmony Choir: Students in 3rd - 5th
grade meet on Mondays from 4:30-
5:15 PM
Youth Choir: 6th-12th grades meet on
Mondays from 5:30–6:30

To sign-up for a choir, and/or to
receive more information, please
contact Phil Woodard at
pwoodard@mspcs.net.

New Members Class
Winter/Spring 2023:

 
 Join our classes on Tuesdays, 8 pm

via ZOOM, Feb. 7-March 14th 
(2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28, 3/7, 3/14).  
Meet with Session and join the

church on April 2nd (Palm Sunday)
during the 11 am service.

http://www.mspc.net/

