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Mary Magdalene went and announced to the
disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she told them

that he had said these things to her. - 
 

John 20: 18
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I remember the first Sunday that the country shut down during COVID-19. It was my first time

speaking to worshippers only through a camera. It was a strange and scary experience. But, it

became the reality as a religious leader at MSPC for the next two years. In July 2020, I became

Transitional Pastor at MSPC.

The whole world felt like it was in transition. Or that it was in a liminal, in-between space. The

church certainly was in that space. When I began reflecting with other spiritual leaders in the

church, we found ourselves with the Israelites in the wilderness.

MSPC has been through much transition since I have started as Transitional Pastor. The church

went from being a church with two pastors to a church with one pastor. We went from a full-

time person working with children and youth to a part-time Christian Educator.

In November 2020, we had another transition, with Ryan Ellis, Cindy Ellis, and Heriberto Castro

joining us with their musical leadership. We have been blessed not only with their musical

talent, inner joy, and energy but also with their wonderful connections to the musical talent in

our city and country.

One major task as the Transitional Pastor was to walk with the church, and along with the

spiritual leadership of the Session, through a process of listening and learning, as the Session

worked to create new mission and vision statements for the church. It was a year-and-a-half

process of listening to you all, listening to God, and discerning together.

At the same time that we were working on the mission and vision statements, the church was

starting to open back up for in-person worship. For a short while, we were worshipping together

outside of the Sanctuary in the breezeway, and continuing our streaming for the 11 am service. A

few months later, we were able to begin to worship together in the Sanctuary.

While this was occurring, the Session began to have conversations about offering a more

contemplative service in the Chapel on Wednesday evenings. We began our Taize worship

services in 2022 during the season of Lent.
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All of these transitions changed the way I understand my pastoral leadership. And, I would say

they also changed the culture of our Session meetings. I no longer see the Session as a Board of

Directors, but as a group of spiritual leaders tasked to listen to the church membership and to

God for direction. And, I have come to see my role truly to be one as a pastor that cares for its

flock. This means helping the flock to slow down when it’s going to fast, to speed up when it has

stopped, and most importantly, to lead it with the spiritual food and nourishment that comes

from our greatest shepherd of all, Jesus.

The Session has entered into a process of strategic planning. I believe that all of these other

transitions have helped to equip and prepare the Session with its next steps. But, please pray for

us all as we continue to listen to you, to each other, and to God’s desires for this congregation.

Peace and blessings,

Kim

Dear MSPC Community, 

Last November, MSPC participated for the second year in

Give Miami Day. Give Miami Day is one of the nation’s

biggest 24-hour annual giving events and is an online

campaign where all locals are philanthropists.

MSPC members and friends were very generous and helped

raise $7,515.93! Your Session had some discussions and voted

to divide the total raised to three ministries-Campus

Beautification, Youth Scholarships, and Special Music.

FAITH & FINANCES BY TERRY RODRIGUEZ

We believe all three ministries align with our new Mission Statement: Worshipping God,

Welcoming All, and Building Community.

Coming soon, you will begin to see the beautification of the campus and prepare to be

moved by beautiful music on Easter Sunday. Thank you for giving!

Peace,

Terry Rodriguez



Sunday, April 2nd at 11 am:
Palm Sunday Service in the Sanctuary

 
Wednesday, April 5th at 7 pm:

Taize Service in the Chapel
 

Friday, April 7th at 7 pm:
Communion and Good Friday 

Tenebrae Service in the Sanctuary
 

Easter Sunday, April 9th:
6:30 am Sunrise Service 

on the Front Lawn
 

11 am Worship Service 
in the Sanctuary

HOLY WEEK WORSHIPHOLY WEEK WORSHIP



Hello Church Friends!

Last month the Session put together a Mission Study Team to create a document that is an
important step in our transition and pastoral search. We thought this would be a good time to
remind everyone about the process and where we are today. 

Anytime a church is to replace a pastor, there are a series of steps mandated by Presbytery - our
governing body - to prepare for the selection of a new pastor. 

1. Designate a transitional pastor - which we did back in July 2020 when Pastor Kim moved from
associate pastor to transitional pastor

2. Create a mission and vision for the future - this process started with the CAT survey. Session
evaluated the results and developed the new mission and vision rolled out in September 2022. It
was an 18-month process.

3. Create a strategic plan - Session is meeting every two weeks to brainstorm and develop a
strategic plan for our future

4. Write a Mission Study - all four members of the task force are part of Session. As we sat through
the first brainstorming session it was clear to all of us that we needed the strategic plan a little
further along to develop a Mission Study that complements the plan. The Mission Study is part of
the church information package that will be used to recruit candidates during the pastor search. 

5. Establish a Pastor Nominating Committee - this step will probably take place in late 2023. 

We have been working closely with our presbytery's General Presbyter Rev. Dr. Daris Bultena to
guide us in this process. When we started, he told us it usually takes three years but estimated it
could take five years with the complications of the pandemic factored in. By his estimate, we’re
right on schedule. 

I know it seems like a lot of steps, but these are the actions that will get us in the best position to
find a minister who will help us meet our goals, both for personal growth of current and future
members and for the life of the church. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact any of us. 

Stephanie Daniel - Melissa Gracey - Janet Lilly - Bradford Page

TRANSITIONAL PASTOR
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TAIZE WORSHIP  
We keep our Taize Service, every Wednesday evening during Lenten to

mirror the community coming together in love, and sharing the journey as
one community. 

 
Join us every Wednesday during LENT, in the Chapel. 

Taizé Services 
Wednesdays, until April 5th  

7:00 pm in the Chapel
 

Learn more about Taizé, its history, and the community at www.taize.fr/en.
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Thank you to everyone who donated new and gently used shoes for Chapman
Partnership. We are also grateful to those that purchased travel-size toiletries for the
school's homeless bag donations. The last day to donate is Sunday, April 2.

The Missions Committee is hosting a luncheon for Chapman Partnership on Sunday,
April 30 from 12:15- 1 p.m. We invite the congregation to learn more about the work
that Chapman does to help the homeless in our community, including achieving long-
term self-sufficiency. The suggested donation is $10. All proceeds will benefit Chapman
Partnership. To reserve a spot or to make a donation, mission members will be at a table
in the breezeway on April 16 and 23. You can also send a check to the church, please
write Chapman Luncheon in the memo.  

The Missions Committee meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month: Come learn
what you can do! 
First Sunday of the month: Pass It On-nonperishable food donations
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Mission Corner 
By Marta Lavandier & Leslie Wallace 

Coral Reef Singers will sing during worship
and then offer a concert afterward in the

Sanctuary.  The concert will start at noon. 
Join us for worship and stick around for

the free concert!

Coral Reef Singers
April 23rd - Worship 11am
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Presbyterian Book Club

"Horse" by Geraldine Brooks
Thursday, April 13 - 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. 

Church Library.

 

Based on the remarkable true story of the

record-breaking thoroughbred Lexington, Horse

is a novel of art and science, love and obsession,

and our unfinished reckoning with racism.

"Our weeks are busy and sometimes we

forget to give ourselves time to connect

with friends, meet new people, and just

relax in the company of others to get out

of that day-to-day hustle. That is why we

decided to open up our house to people

from or not from the church to find at

least an hour to relax, connect and enjoy

other's company. We felt encouraged to do

this as we know we need it and felt

perhaps others might need it as well. Come

as you are, sit down, enjoy a snack or

beverage, bring something of your own,

and lower your shoulders - see you there!"

Luis Carranza & Sara Salavarria

FRIDAY NIGHT BITES
MSPC is happy to introduce our new group
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MSPCS NEWS

If you are interested in scheduling a tour for either the Elementary School (K-5th grade) or
Preschool (6 weeks – PreK), please call 305-759-2548 or email schools@mspcs.net. For more
information, visit www.mspcs.net. Follow us on Social Media @miamishorespcshool

Spring is here!! Time for our fifth graders
to take their field trip to the Nation's
Capital, Washington D.C. - right after
fourth grade made it back from St.
Augustine, getting to explore more about
Florida History.
During March, Women's History Month,
MSPCS was commemorating and
encouraging the study, observance, and
celebration of the vital role of women. 
On March 2nd, we also celebrated the
birthday of Dr. Seuss, promoting literacy
and encouraging children to develop a love
of reading. Another celebration for the
books was St. Patricks Day!

Hands down, wall units in the classrooms,
gotten from Give Miami, are almost done!
(See the last picture)

Now, for April, MSPCS is preparing for
Holy Week and Easter events, Miami
Shores Green Day 2023 on April 29th, and
much more! Stay tuned!
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Save the date to
participate with

MSPC and MSPCS
in Miami Shores
Green Day 2023!

As has become our annual tradition, the Church and School will participate in

this year’s Miami Shores Green Day on April 29, 2023, from 3 pm to 7 pm. The

Green Day event, which takes place along NE 2nd Ave between 96th and 100th
Streets, is a wonderful opportunity to put the MSPC mission statement into action

as we welcome our neighbors to the Church and School booths and build

community! As part of our celebration of all things green, we will be distributing

plants and giving out Bibles repurposed from the old sanctuary set.

If you are interested in volunteering for either the church or school on Green Day 2023,

please contact Laura Reich at lauramurrayreich@hotmail.com / 954-328-6878 (call or text).

mailto:lauramurrayreich@hotmail.com
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Miami Shores Presbyterian Church
The Reverend Kim Robles, Transitional Pastor

Mrs. Anita Stevens, Head of School
Miami Shores Presbyterian Church

602 NE 96th Street
Miami Shores, FL 33318

305-754-9541
www.mspc.net

 

Follow Us @ MiamiShoresPresbyterianChurch

First Sunday of the Month: Pass It On Collection, 
Chapman Collection, Serve at Chapman Partnership
Sundays:  11 AM Worship Service 
Sundays: 9 AM Adult Choir
Sundays: 10 AM “A Walk Through The Bible” 
Mondays: 4:30 PM Harmony Choir (3rd - 5th grade) 
Mondays: 5:30 PM Youth Choir
Wednesdays: 4:30 PM Cantantes Choir (K-2nd grade)
Wednesdays:  9 AM Doll Workshop
Sunday, April 2nd: Palm Sunday Service
Wednesday, April 5th: 7 PM Lenten Taize Service
Friday, April 7th: 7 PM Communion and Good Friday,
Tenebrae Service in the Sanctuary 
Easter Sunday, April 9th: 6:30 AM Sunrise Service on the
Front Lawn - 11 AM Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Sunday, April 23rd: Coral Reef Singers and Lisa Sullivan
preaching
Saturday, April 29th: Miami Shores Green Day
Sunday, April 30th: Rev. Willy Figueredo preaching

Upcoming Dates & Events 

Children & Youth Choirs

Cantantes Choir: Students in K-2nd
grade meet on Wednesdays from 
4:30–5:30 PM 
Harmony Choir: Students in 3rd - 5th
grade meet on Mondays from 4:30-
5:15 PM
Youth Choir: 6th-12th grades meet on
Mondays from 5:30–6:30

To sign-up for a choir, and/or to
receive more information, please
contact Phil Woodard at
pwoodard@mspcs.net.

http://www.mspc.net/

