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“WHEN THEY SAW THAT THE STAR HAD STOPPED,
THEY WERE OVERWHELMED WITH JOY”

MATTHEW 2:10
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Dear MSPC,

Last Sunday we spoke about how being rooted in ritual as a
community brings us joy. We collectively celebrate important
life markers and moments. We remind ourselves that we are
in community with each other, and with God.

For the last several years, we have been receiving Star Words on Epiphany Sunday. This is a
ritual that I look forward to participating with you all each year.

The use of star words, also called “star gifts,” is a prayer practice connected to Epiphany
and the new year that has been growing in popularity in Protestant churches for nearly a
decade now. We have been participating in star words for a few years here at MSPC.

During the worship service on January 7th, you will be invited to come forward to draw a
star that will have a word written on it. You are encouraged to trust the word that you have
chosen, and to not replace it. Each star has a guiding word for you for the upcoming year.

A word of intention, or a guiding word, will be written on each paper star.

Place your star word somewhere you will see it regularly throughout the year to allow
consistent reflection on how God has moved through, around, or in connection to that
word. 

Last year, my word was “moderation.” It was just the word for me. God knew the word that I
needed for 2023. I am looking forward to hearing what God has in store for me for 2024.
And, I’m also excited to hear what word God has gifted you for in 2024!

Wishing you all peace and blessings in 2024!

Pastor Kim



THANK YOU!!
Gratitude to each soul who graced our Christmas Candlelight service with their

presence, illuminating our sacred gathering with the divine light of togetherness and
spiritual connection! HAPPY NEW YEAR 2024!!



PRESBYTERIAN BOOK CLUB

Task for Transitional Pastor: Rebuilding Infrastructures

On January 7 th , we will be ordaining and installing new officers on our Session and Board of
Deacons. One area that I have put significant time into as Transitional Pastor is to make sure
that these two groups of leadership are functioning as they should, according to our Book of
Order.
During the examination of new officers by the current Session, it warmed my heart to hear
these members of the Session reflecting to incoming Elders how the work of the Session is
done these days. They affirmed what I have worked hard to build – a group that spiritually
discerns together and works towards concesus building. Please know that your elders discern,
pray, and discuss together before moving forward in our decision making as a body. And, may
that warm your heart as well. Your leaders care deeply for you and for the community. Thanks
be to God!

Transitional Ministry Column
As MSPC continues in this time of transition, it would be helpful for the wider church to
understand the tasks (or the job description) that was given to me, and the Session, by the
Presbytery of Tropical Florida, when I said “yes” to the call as Transitional Pastor of MSPC in
July 2020. Each month, I will focus on a different task.

JANUARY 2024

Mrs. Eleanor Rosevelt became friends with Mrs. Mary Bethune,
founder of Betheune-Cookman College. Once Frankling Roosevelt
became President of the U.S. these two ladies worked together on
the rights of all citizens - Women, Blacks and The Civil Rights
Movement. Together they fought for justice and equality. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 11 TH, 9:00 TO 10:30 AM
“THE FIRST LADIES” by Marie Benedict & Victoria Murray

YOU ARE INVITED! 

On February 8th, 2024 to meet in person with our February book author
Alexa Rossy and discuss her book "Showering With the Alligators” -

Save the date and come prepared!



If you are interested in scheduling a tour for either the Elementary School (K-5th grade)
or Preschool (6 weeks – PreK), please call 305-759-2548 or email schools@mspcs.net. 

MSPCS NEWS

MSPCS WISHES EVERYONE A
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

What a wonderful December and Christmas Season at MSPCS! On December 14, our talented
students from the pre-school and the elementary school presented “A Christmas Carol” and
“Christmas around the World!” There was dancing, music, students playing instruments, and more
joy than anyone could handle! Congratulations to the Fifth Graders who took on the main roles of
“A Christmas Carol.” And as Tiny Tim observed, “God bless us, everyone!” 
 
As 2023 turns to 2024, our students are preparing for MAP Testing the week of January 22. Please
keep them in your prayers so that they will perform their best and minimize any test-taking anxiety. 
 
Happy New Year from the MSPCS family to your family!
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YOUTH MINISTRY
By Iya Overstreet

Greetings! Beginning January 2024 the Youth Ministry will continue meeting for Fun
Friday's at 630-830pm in the Youth Room! Throughout the year the Youth Ministry will
participate in service activities starting with the Annual MLK Day of Service event on
January 13th, 2024 at Deerwood Bonita Lakes Park (service will be hours available)!
Feel free to allow youth to join Ms Iya during Sunday service where they will work
collectively as a youth ministry to build their relationship with God and focus on ways to
contribute to the church!

First Youth Group: Friday, January 5th, 2024 - 6:30 pm 

"Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the
believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity."
- 1 Timothy 4:12

www.MSPC.net



YOUTH MINISTRY

Youth Ministry will kick the year off with an MLK Day of Service
hosted by the Miami Dade Parks & Conservation Committee at

the Deerwood Bonita Lakes Park where youth will work with park
staff to install plants for pollinators and mulch around the park!

Saturday, January 13th, 2024
We will meet at the Church at 8:15 am and return by 2:30 pm 

Youth should bring a packed lunch & water bottle! 

(Youth will NOT meet on January 12th, 2024.)

Contact Ms. Iya to Sign Up! 
Email: iya@mspc.net



Mission Corner 
By Marta Lavandier & Leslie Wallace 

JANUARY 2024

Jenny has asked for continued prayer for the House of Hope and
especially that the long- delayed supply boat will soon arrive. She
added while December has been difficult for finding food and fuel
the HOH residents and staff have managed to celebrate and have
festivities that affirm the “Love, Hope, Joy and Peace that Jesus
brings.”

www.MSPC.net

This year MSPC has worked hard to fulfill its hopes and promises to reach out and give
support to neighbors near and far. The Mission Committee extends its thanks for your
help. Best wishes for a wonderful New Year.

HOUSE OF HOPE

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCHEON
The Christmas Day Luncheon was held again in Fellowship Hall. For the past 9 years Mari
Mejia and her family have organized the event and prepared the festivities and food.
Pastor Kim was there to lead in prayer and over 50 people attended. Fellowship Hall was
decorated by Toni Porro and Holiday music was played. Thank you to all who helped bring
the Christmas Day Luncheon to the Church and community!

*HOH Staff *Christmas Luncheon
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Contact Marta Lavandier (MLavandier2000@yahoo.com) or Leslie Wallace
(Lesliead.wallace@gmail.com) with questions. Volunteers and new members are always

welcome.

First Sunday Donations of non-perishables to Pass It On and for Chapman House, new
underwear and gently worn clothes are welcome.

Coming in 2024: a nearby location that accepts no longer needed prescription
eyeglasses has been found. More information is coming so gather up those old glasses!

Nadia Schreiber and her family and her family assisted in serving a Holiday Meal at
Chapman House. The meals are always wonderful and they increasingly recognize how
important the kitchen staff is to providing food that nourishes the body and spirit.

CHAPMAN HOUSE

Dear MSPC Family,

December 31st was the last day that MSPC contributed financially to the Pass It On Ministries.
We are grieving at the change in our relationship with Pass It On Ministries. However, due to a
lack of financial transparency, we can no longer financially support Pass It On Ministries. We
will continue our monthly canned goods collection for them. Please be generous.
 
For any further questions, you can contact Pastor Kim (kim@mspc.net), Leslie Wallace
(lesliead.wallace@gmail.com), and Marta Lavandier (mlavandier2000@yahoo.com).

Peace and blessings,

The MSPC Session and Mission Committee

www.MSPC.net

mailto:kim@mspc.net
mailto:lesliead.wallace@gmail.com
mailto:mlavandier2000@yahoo.com
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First Sunday of the Month: Pass It On Collection, 
Chapman Collection, Serve at Chapman Partnership
Sundays:  11 AM Worship Service 
Sundays: 10 AM “A Walk Through The Bible” 
Thursdays: Children's Choirs*
Fridays: 6:30 PM Youth Group
Saturdays: 9 AM "Antiracism Book Club" 
Wednesdays:  9 AM Soft Dolls Workshop
January 1st: NEW YEAR‘S DAY

Friday, January 5th: 6:30 PM First Youth Group 

Sunday, January 7th: Installation of Elders and Deacons

Thursday, January 11th: 9 AM Presbyterian Book Club
Saturday, January 13th: MLK Day of Service - YOUTH
MINISTRY - (Youth will NOT meet on January 12th)

Monday, January 15th: Martin Luther King Day

Upcoming Dates & Events 

*Children Choirs
Choir Offerings will be on Thursdays: 

 K–2nd, "The Orchids"
 4:15 - 4:45 pm 

3rd - 5th, "The B Naturals (B♮'s)"
4:50 - 5:35 pm 

Church singing: First Sunday of every
month (Oct. – June 2nd).

To sign-up for a choir, and/or to
receive more information, please

contact Phil Woodard at
pwoodard@mspcs.net.

http://www.mspc.net/
https://www.rca.org/liturgy/ordination-and-installation-of-elders-and-deacons/

